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RicuT HONORABLE. 


Y long experience offour Lordships fanceer 
zeale ro rhe truth of God, and affection to the liberties of 
the Church and Kingdome of Scotland , againſt all ene- 
mics whomſoever ; Rach imboldened metro offer by your 
Lordships hand ro the view of the publick, my following 
anſwer to a very bitter enemy of that Church and King= 
dome for their adhzrence ro the ſacred truth of God and 
their own juſt Iiberries. 

Ar my firſt Gghr of his Book and many dayesthereaiter I had no purpole ar 
all ro medle with him : your Lordihip knowes how unprovided men of my 
preſent condition muſt be , ather with leafure, or accommodarions , or a 
minde ſuirable for wryting of books. Alſo Doftor Bramble was ſo well knowne 
on the other (ide of the Sea, rhe juſtice of rhe Parliament of England and 
Scotland having unanimouſly condemned him to ſtand upon the higheſt pi- 
nacle of infatny , among the firſt of the unpardonable incendiaries , and in 
the head of the mott pernicious inftruments of rhe lare miſeries in Britaine 
and Ireland : and the evident falshood of his calumnies were fo clearly con- 
fured 'ong a20 in prinred anſwers to the infamoas Authors whence he had 
borrowed them ; I ſaw laſtly the mans Spirit ſo extreame ſaucy , and his pen 
ſo weſpiſh and full of gall , that I judged himunworthy of any anſwer. Bur 
underſtanding his mahons boldnes ro pur his Book in the hand of his Majeſty, 
ofthe Prince of Orange , andal the eminent perſonages of this place who can 
reed Ergliſh ; yea to ſend it abroad unto all the Univeriities of rheſe Provin- 
ces, with very high andinſinuating commendations, from the prime favourers 
of the Epiſcopall cauſe : hearing alſo the threars of thar faction ro pat this 
their Excellent and unanſwerable peece , both in Dutch, Frenth, and Larine; 
that in the whole neighbouring World the reputation of the Scores mighr 
therevy be wounded, killed, and buried, withour hope of recovery; I found 
irneceffary , ar thedefire of diverſe friends, to ſend thismy review after it , 
hoping thar all who ſhall be pleaſed to be ar the painesof comparing the re=- 
ply with the challenge, may be induced ro pronounce him nor only a rath,un- 
uUmous, malicious, bur alſo a very falſe accuſer. This much juſtice doe I ex- 
me rom every judicious and zquitable comparer of our wryrtes , upon the 

azard of rheir cenſure ro fall upon my fide. 
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The Pr=1lats 


His invectivesagaintt us are chiefly for three things ; our D:(ctpline , our are unable by 


ovenanr, our alleadged unkindnes ro our late Soveraigne. My apology for 
the arit is that in diſciplin we maintaine no conſiderable conclution , bur what 
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ts avowed by all the Reformed Churches ,eſpecially our Brethrerr of Hofland 
and France,as by the approbatory (utrages of the Uniyerhities of Leyden, Vereche 
and others, to the theorems whereupon our adverlarie-dorh build his chief 
acculations,may appeare. If our practiſe had aberred trom the common rule, 
the crookednes of tlic one oughr nor r» prejudge rhe ſtraiyhrnes of rhe 0- 
cher : thougn whar our adverſary alleadgeth of theſe aberrations is nothing, 
bur his owne calumnious impurations : the chicfe quarrel is our rule ir ſelfe, 
which all the reformed harmoniouſly detent with us, ro-bee accordins to 
Scriprure; and the Epiſcopall declinations , to bee belide and againſt rhe line 
or the word, yea Ancichrittian. 

If our Przlats had found rhe humour of diſputing this maine caule to ſtir in 
weir veines, why did they nor ventir in replyes to Didoclavius and Gerſome 
Bucerus, who for long thirty yeares have ſtood unanſwered ? or if freſher 
meats had more leaked their ralt , why did nor their Romacxs venture on 
Salmaſiusor Hondels books againlt Epiſcopacy? If verbal debares had liked 
them berter then wrytins, why had none of them the courage ro accepr the 
conference, with that incomparably moſt learned of all knights now living or 
in any bygone aye Sir Cl.md Somays ; who by a perlon of hoanour abour rhe 
King, did Fgnify his readines t0 prove before tus Majeſy, againtt any one or 
all his przlaricall divines, thar their Epiſcopacy bad no warrant at ail in che 
word of God, or any goodrealon? 

Bur our fricnds arc much wiſer then to be ar the rroubic ad hazard of any 
luch exerciſe; the arrtitices of the court arc their old rracle, they Know bet = 
ter how to watch the ſeaſons, and ro diſtribure amongſt themſelves rhe how®= 
res of the Kings opportunities , when privatly without contradiction rhey 
may inſtill in his render mind thcir corrupt principles, and inttruct himin his 
cabine , how ſafe it is for his con{ence, and how much for hs honor ra- 
ther toruine himſelfe, his family and all his Kingdomes with his own hands, 
thento delert the holy Church , tha: is che Biſhops and their toilowers; raea 
to joinc with the rebellious Covenanters,, enemiesto Gol , to his Fath:r , ro 
roNMLonarchy: that rhe entracny,; © rhe Barbarous Iriſh.the pardoniny of all 
their moaſtruous murders, the rewarding of their expe Af. merits with a 
tree liberty of Popery » and accefſe ro all places of rhe hiyzhcſt rralt , though 


wes which England and Ireland has xnowne this hun= 


COntrary to all rhe La | | X 
dred ycares ; ailrhis withour and before any Parliament, mult be very con- 


Gtent , with conſcience » honor and all good. reaſon. Yea to bind up the 
ſoule of rh: moſt ſweet and ingenuous of Princes , mtheir charies of cheir 
flavery for ever, they bave fallen upona molt rare trics , Wh!C! bardiy rhe 
inventions of ail their przxdecet{ors can pararel. They reltnot {1risfied, that 
tor the uphoiding of rheir ambirion and greed , they did harde 1 our latC $o- 
veraion: to his very laſt in their Errours, and wihout comp 11:on did Iryve 
kim 0910 his faral precipice , unles they make him continue atrer nts death 
©) cloud every dav in the caresof his Son in his later wiil and reſtamert, 
0 follow him ji that fame way of ruine ; rather then to g1ve 0) cr ro lervc 
th 14/ts ofthe prelaticall clergy. They have gathered togerher his Myeſt:e 
\ p32L78, and our of chew have made abooks, whereupon their belt pens 
nave 
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have dropped rhe greateſt eloqurion , reaſon anddevorion was among them, 

by way of effayes; asit werero frame rhe hearr of the Son by the fingers of 
the dying Father to piety, wiſedome, patience, andevery virtue ; burtever & 
znone tO let fallſo much of their own ungracious dew , as may 1rrigat rhe 
ſeeds of their przlaticall Errors aud Churchinrereſt ; fo farreas rocharge 
him to perſeveer in the maintainance of Epiſcopall governement uponall ha- 
zards, withour the change of anything excepra httle p. 27S. and ro afſure 
thar all Covenanrers are of a taction engaged into a Religious rebellion, 
who may never be truſted till rhey have repented of their Covenant ; and 
that till then never lefle loyalty juſtice or humanity may be expected from 
any , then from rhem ; thar it hee ſtand in need of chem hee is undone, for 
they will devoure him as the Serpent does the dove. 

Theſe and the like pernicious maximes framed by an Epiſcopali hand, of 
purpoſe ro ſeparat for ever the King fromall his covenanred ſubjects, how 
farr they were from the hearr, language and wryrtings of our lare A 
all who were aquainred with his carriage and moſtinrime: affections ar News= 
Caſtle, inthe Iſle of Wight and thereatter , can teſtify, Buriris reaſon when 
the Prxlars doe frame an umage of a King that they ſhould have liberry ro 
placctheir owne image i1:1ts forheade , as the ſtaruary of old did his, in the 
Boſs of Palas rare, withluch artitice that all her worthipers were neceffirar 
ro worſhip him and that no hand was able ro deſtroy rhe one without the dit 


tolution and breaking in peeces of rhe other; yerour Prelats wouid know, 


that in this age there be many excellent Engyneers, whole witty practicks 
rran{cend the moſt skiltull experiments of our Aunceftors : and whatever 
may be the iynorarce or weaknes of men, wee trult rhe breath of our Lords 
mouth will nor faile ro blow our rhe Bishop from the Kings armes , withour 
any detriment art all to royaity, Allwayes the wicked and impious cunning 
of theſe craftſemen is much ro be blamed who dare be bold to inſert and en- 
grave themleltes fo deeply in the images of the Gods as the one cannor be 
wrended ro be picked our of the orher mor? then the Aple from the eye, un» 
les the fubſliftance of both be put in hazard: 

The other marrer cf his rayling againſt us is rhe [olemne Teague ard-cave- 
nant; when this n1umble and quick enough Doctor comes aflifted with all the 
reaſons the whole [/niverfity of Oxfrd can afford him, ro demonſtrar it as 
te protetles in his lalt Chapter , to be wicked, falle,void, and what nor ; wee 
hr. his moſt demonſtrative prootes ro be ſo poor and (i]ly rhar they infere 
nothing of his concluſion. To-this day no man has thewed any errour in the 
marer of that covenant ; as-for our ſraming and taking ot it, our adverſa- 
ries Grave us thereunto, with a great deale of necetlity ; and now being in 
It , netther their fraud nor force may bring us from it againe , for we teare 
the oath of God. Atrer much deliberation we found that covenant the fove- 
catonce meanes to joyne and keeprogether the whole orthodox patty in the 
tree Kingdomes, for the defence of racir Religion and Liberties which a 
popish , prxlaricall and malignant faction with all rheir might were over- 
curning who till ro this day are going on 1n the ſame defigne , withour any 
viible Change, uw the moltof their former principles, And why ſhould any 
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'who loves the King hare this covenant , whichis the ſtrayteſt ry the world 


can deviſe, ro knit all ro him aud his poſterity , if ſo be bis Majeſtie might 
be pleaſed ro entertherein ; bur by all meanes ſuch a miſchiete muit be aver- 
red, for ſo the rootre of Epilcopacy would quickly wirher withour any 
hope of repullulation ; an evill farr greater in the rhoughts of them who 
naw mannage the conſcience of the Courrrhe the exurpation of Monarchy 
the everſion of all rhe three Kingdomes or any other earthly miſery. 

As forthe third ſubject of the Warners fury againſt us, our unkindues to 
the lare Kivg , if any trurh were 11 this falſe challenge » no other creature on 
earth could be ſuppoſed rhe rrue cauſe thereof, bur our unhappy przlats: 
all our grievancesborh of Church and Stare, firſt and laſt, came princi- 
pally from them : had they never been authors of any more miſchiefe, rhen 
what they occaſioned to our late Soveraigne , his perſon, family and Do- 
minions this laſt dozn of yeares, there :s abundant reaſon ot bury:ny thar 
their przrer and Antiicriprurall orderin the grave of perperuall infamy. Bur 
the rrurh is, behde more auncient quarrels, ſince the dayes of our tarhers 
the Albigenfes , this limb of Antichriſt has ever been wirne:led agatult ; 
Wickleif, Huſs, and rheir followers were zealous inthis charge, till Lurher 
and his diſciples gor ir flung our of all che reformed world , cxcepr England; 
where the violence of the 111 adviſed princes did keepir up tor the perperuall 
trouble of that land, tillnow ar laſtit hath well neare kicked downe to the 
ground there,both Church and Kingdome. As for the point in hand we deny 
all unkindnes ro our King whereof any reaſonable complaint can be iramed 
azainſt us. Our firſt conteſts ftand juſtified rhis day by King and Parliament 
in both Kingdomes. When his Mgjeſtze was ſo ill adviſed as to bring downe 
upon our borders an English army for to punish our refuſing of a world of 
novauons in our Religion contrary ro the lawes of God and of our country, 
what could our land doe lefſe then lie downe in their armes upon Dunce law 
for their juſt and neceſſary defence? when ir was in their power with eaſe to 
haue dit{ipar the oppoſit army , they ſhew themſelves moſt ready upon very 
eaſy concitiors to goe home in peace , and gladly would have reſted there, 
had nor the furious Biſhops moved his Majeſtze withour all provocation, ro 
breake thar firit peace and make for a ſecond invaſion of Scotland , only to 
ſecond their unreaſonable rage: was irnot then neceſſary for the Scots to 
arme againe ? when they had defeate rhe Epiſcopall Army and taken New- 
caſtle though rhey found nothing conliderable to ſtand in their way to Lon- 
don, yet they were content ro lie fhll in Northumberland , and upon very 
meane tearnes to rerurne the ſecond time in peace. For all this the przJars 
could nor give it over, bur raifed anew Army and filled England with fire 
and ſword, yea well neere ſubdued rhe Parliament and their tollowers and 
did almoſt accompliſh their firſt defignes upon the whole Iſle. The Scors 
then with moſt earneſt and piritull entreaties were called upon by their 
Brethren of England for helpe, where unwilling rhar their brethren ſhould 
perith in their fight and a bridge thould be may. over their carcafles for a 
third warre upon Scotland , when atrer long rryall they had found all their 
'arcrcellions with the Ring for a moderat and reaſonable ge = 
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lighted and rejected they ſuffered themſelves ro be perſwaded to enter in co- 
venant with their oppreſſed and fainting brerhren, for the mantaivance of 

rhe common cauſe of Religion and liberty, bur with expreſle Arricles for the 

preſervation of royalty in all irs juſt righrsin his Mejeſtie and his poſterity; 

what unkindnes was heer in the Scors ro their King ? 

When by Gods blefling on rhe Scores helpe rhe oppoſit faftion was fully The Scoter 
ſubdued, his Majeſtie left Oxford with a purpoſe for London , bur by the ſeve- _ of the 
rity of the ordinances againſt his receivers , he diverted towards Linn,to Ship NObE 
for Holland or France; where by the way fearing a diſcovery and ſurpriſe, he 1ymue, 
was neceſlirate ro caſt himſelfe upon the Scotes army at New-wark; upon his 
promiſe to give ſat 8fationto the propoſitions of both Kingdomes, he was 
received there and ro New-caſtle: here his old oathes to adhzre unto Epiſ- 
copacy hindred him to give the expected fatiſfation. Ar thar rimethe prime 
leaders of the Engliſh army were leeking with all earneftnes occaſion to fall 
upon the Scots, much our of heart and reputation by Iames Grahame and his 
Irishes incurſions , moſt unhappy for the Kings affaires: Scorland at thar rime 
was ſo full of diviſions thar ifche King had gone thither they were in an evi- 
dent hazard of a preſent war both within among themſelfes,and withour from 
England:our friendsin the Engliſh Parliament whom we did , and had reaſon 
ro truſt , aſſured us thar our taking the King with us ro Scotland , was the 
keeping of the SeCtarian Army on toor, for the wracke ofthe King , of 
Scorland , of the Presbyrerian party in England; as the ſending of his Ma- 

zeſtre ro one of his houſes neer London, , upon the faith of the Parliamenr 
of England , was the only way to ger the SeCtaryes diſarmed, the King and 
the people ſettled ina peace, upon ſuch rearmes as ſhould be ſatisfactory 
borh ro rhe King and rhe Scots and all the wel-affected in England. This 
being the rrue caſe was it any, either unjuſtice , unkindnes or 1mprudence 
im the Scots to leave the King with his Parliament of England ? was this a ſel- 
ling of him ro his enemies ? the monyes the Scors received ar their deparrute 
out of England had no relation ar all to rhe King , they were ſcarce the fixrh 
_ of rhe arreares due rothem for bygon * darn they were bur the one 
alfe of the ſume capirular for, nor only without any referenceto the King, 
but by an act of rhe Engliſh Parliament excluding expreſly from that Treaty 
of the armies departure all conſideration of the diſpoſall of the Kings per- 
fon. The unexpected evills that followed in the Armies rebellion ,. in their 
ſealing on London , deſtroying the Parliament , murthering the King, no 

mortall eye could have forſten, The Scors were ever ready ro the utmoſt of ' 
their power to have prevented all theſe miſchiefes with the hazard of what 
was deareſt ro them; notwithſtanding of all the hard meaſure they had of- 
trenreceived both from the King and the moſt of their friends in England. 
Thar they did nor in time and unanimouſly ſturto purpoſe for theſe ends 
they are ro an{werit to God, who were the true Authors ; the innocency of 
the Church is clecredin the following treatiſe. Among the many cauſes of 
theſe miſeries the prime fountaine was the venome of Epiſcopall principles 
which ſome ferpents conſtantly did infuſe by their ſpeaches and lerrers in the 
2ares and heart of the King to keep: himof from giving that ſatisfaction to 
the 
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krs good ſubjects which they found moſt neceſſary and due; the very ſame 


caule which ries up this day the hands of covenanters from redretling all pre- 
lent miſorders could they have the King to joyne with them in their cove- 
nant, ro quit his unhappy Biſhops, ro lay aſide his formall and dead Lirur- 
g1e, ro calt himſelte upon the counſels of his Parliaments ir were eaſy to 
prophecie whar quickly would become of all his enemies : burſo long as E- 
piicopall and maliznaar agents compadſerh him abour (rhouyh all that comes 
reer may ſee him as lovely hopfull, and promifing a prince for all naturall 
endowments as this day breaths in Europe or for a long time has ſwayed a 
Scepter in Briraine) yer while ſuch unlucky birds neſtin bis Cabin and men ſa 
ungractoufly principled doe daily befiege him, what can his good people 
doe bur fir downe with mournfulleyes and bleeding hear:s, till the Lord 
amend rheſe orherwiſe remedilesand inſuperableevills ? bur I hol4 heer leaſt 
I rranſgrefle to farr the bounds of an Epiſtle? 

I account it an advantage to have your Lordſhip my judge in what 
hcere andin my following treatiſe, 1 {pake of Religion , the liberties of our 
country and the Royall Family : I know non firter rhen your Lordship,borh 
to dilcerne and decerne inail rhefe matters. Me rhinks I may ſay it withour 
flatrery ( which I never much lovedeither in my ſelfe or others) that among 
all our Nobles for conſtancy in a zealous profethion , tor exemplary pra<tiſc 
in publick and privart duries; the mercy of God has given to your Lordship 
2 repurarion ſecond ro none. And for a rigid adherence to the Righrsand Pri- 
viledges of vour Country, according ro that auncient diſpoſition of your molt 
Noble Farnly, notedin our Hiſtorians, eſpecially that Prince of them Geor 
Buchanan, the Tutor of your Grand-Father, I know none in our Land who w1 
prerend to goe before you , and for the affairs of rhe King,your intereſt of 
blood in the Royall Family is ſo well known, that ir would be a ſtrange im - 
pudency in me, if in your audfence I durſt be bold wittingly ro give fimiltrous 
ntormation.Praying ro God that what in the candid ingenuiry & true zeale 
of my ſpirit, I preſent under your Lordſhips patrociny unto the eye of rhe 
World, for the vindicarion of my m»ther Church and Country , from the 
Sicophantick acculations of a Stigmatiſed incendiary may produce the inten= 
ded effects, 


I re{t your 
28 May Lordships in all Chriſtian 

7 lunie. auety 

I 6 4 9. 


Favre this 
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R. B. G. 
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CHAP. L 


The prelaticall faftion continue reſolute , that the King andal 
f ple challperish , rather then the  benot refered 


to therr former places of power , for to ſet up Popery, Profant- 
ty , and'Tirranny , mall the three Kingadomer. 


LEE r3 H; : Theunſea- - 
ET Hilethe Comiſſioners of the Church Theunſea- 


\ Fe > $ and Kingdome of Scotland , were on their of Doctor 
| SD) way to make their firft addreſſes to his Maje- Brambles 

> tic, forto condole his moſt lamentable af. "5: 

Rd Aa flictions, and to make offer of their beſt af- 

| TY feftions and ſervices for his comfort, in this 


f time of his greatdiſtrefle; it was the Fiſedome and charity ., 
ofthe przlaticall party , to ſend out Door Bramble ; tomeet "3 
: them with his Faire Warning. For whatelſe ? but todiſcou- | 
e rage them in the very entry from tendering their propotiti- 


ons, and before ever they were heard, to ES cher 

eares with grievous przjudice , againſt all that 

could ens hoes the ara 5 that the only 5: 

fountaine of hope upon earth, for recovery of the wotully 

confounded affaire: of the King, is in the hands of that Anti- 

przlaticall nation : but ir is the hope of theſe who lovethe 

welfaire ofthe King and his people, of the Churches and 

Kingdomes of Britain , thatthe hand of God,which hath bro- 

ken all the former devices ofthe Przlats Shall crusb thistheir 

engine alſo. | The irra- 
Our warner undertaketh to oppugne the Scotes diſcipline Coney 

in a way ofhis owne, none of the moſt rational. Hedoes not | = *- 

A ſo much ting. 


hrs good tubjects which they found moft neceſſary and due; the very ſame 
caule which ries up this day the hands of covenanters from redretling all pre- 
ent milorders could they have the King to joyne with them in their cove- 
nant, 20 quit his unhappy Biſhops, to lay aſide his formall and dead Litur- 
71e, to calt himſelte upon the counſels of his Parliaments it were caly to 
prophecte whar quickly would become of all his enemies : but ſo long as E- 
d pilcopall and mal! nant agents compalierh him about (though all that comes 
Rnecr may fee hun as lovely hoptfull, and promiting a Price for all naturall 
endowments as this day breaths in Europe or for a long time has ſwayed a 
Sceprer in Briraine | yer while tuch unlucky birdsneft in bis Cabin and men fo 
ungractoutly principled doe daily behege him , whar can his gock people 
doz bur tir downc with mourntulleyes and bleeding hear s, rill the Lord 
a:nend theſe orherwite remedilegand n{uperableevills * bur I hol] heer leaſt 

_  _ Trranfgreflero farrthe bounds of an Epiſtle 
erm  Taccount it an advantage to have your Lordſhip my judze in whar 
- _Acereanuiamy following treatite , l ipaxe ot Relivion , the liberties ot our 
country and the Royail Family : I know non fitter rhen your Lordsnip,borh 
to dilccrne and decerne 11Aall rhele matters. Me thinks I may ſay it wi:hour 
flatrery ( which I :ever much loved either in my felte or others ) that among 
all our Nobles tor Conftancy in a z2alous profethion , tor cxemplarv pra-t:tc 
in pubitck and privart duries; the mercy of God has given to your Lordship 
2 reputation fecond ro none. And for a rivid adherence to rhe Rightsand Pri- 
\iiedges of vour Country, according ro that auncient dilpolition of your molt 
Noble Family, nozedin our Hiſtorians, efpectal:y that Prince of them Georz 
Buchan, the Tutor of your Grand-Father, I know none in our Land who wil 
prerend to goe before you , and for the affairs of rhe King,your intereſt of 
blood in the Royall Family is ſo well known, that it would be a (trange im - 
pudency in me, if in your audience I durſt be bold wittingly to give ftimtrous 
'ntormation.Praying ro God that what in the candid 11genury & true Zealc 
of my (pirit, I preſent under your Lordſhips patrociny unto the eye of rhe 
World, tor the vindication of my m ther Church and Country , from the 
Sicophantick acculations of a Stigmarifcd incendiary may produce the inten» 
ded effects , 


I re{t your 


,. 28 Afay Lordshups in all Chriſtzant 
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CHAP. L 


The pralaticall faftion continue reſolute , that the King andal 
f6 people shallpertsb , rather then the prelats, be not reftored 


to their former places of power , for to ſet up Popery, Profant- 
ty , and Tirrann y , nall the three K1n gaomes. 


©7282; Hilethe Comiſſioners of the Church 


% RS W/2-/& and Kingdome of Scotland , were on their 
A 


SN 


, 


AN @ (tic, forto condol2 his moſt lamentable af- 
LF flictions, and to make offer of their beſt af- 
= fetions and ſervices for his comfort, in this 
time of his greatdiſtrefſe; it was the wiſedome and charity 
ofthe przxlaticall party , to ſend out Dottor Bramble , to meet 
them with his Faire Waraing. For whatelſe ? but to diſcou- 
rage them in the very cntry from tendering their propoſiti- 
ons, and before ever they were heard, to ſtop his Majeſties 
eares with grievous przjudice, againſt all that poſſibly they 
could ſpeake; though the world ſees that the only apparent 
tountaine of hope upon earth, for recovery of the wotully 
confounded aftaires of the King, is in the hands of that Anti- 
przlaticall nation : but it is the hope of theſe who lovethe 
welfaire ofthe King and his people, of the Churches and 
Kingdomes of Britain , thatthe hand of God,which hath bro- 
ken all the former devices ofthe Przlats,Shall crush thistheir 
engine alſo. | 

Our warner undertaketh to oppugne the Scotes diſcipline 
ina way of his owne , none of the moſt rational. He does not 
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fo nuuch as pretend to ſtate a queſtion , nor in his whole book 
to bring againit any maine poſition of his oppoſites , either 
Scripture , father or reaſon , nor ſo much as aſſay to anſwer 
any one of their arguments againſt Epiſcopacy ; onely hee 
culs out ſorne of their by-tenets, belonging little or nothing 
rothe main&queſtions, and from'them takes occaſion to 
gathertogether in a heape all the calumnies which of old, 
Orof late their knowne enemies out of the forge of their ma- 
liceand fraud, didobtrude on the credulity of ſimple peo- 
ple : alſo ſome detorted paſſages from the bookes of their 
friends, to bring the way ofthat Church in deteſtation with- 
out any juſt reaton.. 

Theſe praCtites in our warner, are the leſs pardonable, 
that though he kuowes the chiete of his allegations, to bee 
but borrowed from his late much beloved Comerads Maſter 
Corbet in his Ly{machus Nicanor , and Maſter Maxewell in 
his Iſſachars Buraci , yet he was neither deterred by the 
ſtrange punishments , which God from heaven inflicted vi- 
ttbly on both theſe calumniatores of their mother Church, 
nor was pleaſed in his repeating of their calumniousargu- 
ments, to releeve any of them from the exceptions under 
the which they ſtand publickly confuted, Iſuppoſle to his 
own Jittindt knowledge, I know certairly, to the open view 
otrhoutands in Scotlund , England and Ireland ; bur it makes 
for the warners defigne to diflemble here in Holland, that 
ever he neard of ſuch books as Ly/machus Nicanor , and 1ſ- 
ſachars Burden , much lefle of Maſter Bayltes anſwer to 


both, printed ſome yeares agoe at London , Edinburgh and 


Amftterdam , without a rejoinder from any of that faction to 
tis day, 

[ow everlct our warner be heard. In the very firſt page 
of his firſt chapter, wee may taſt the ſweetnes of his meck 
Spirit: at the verie cntiie , he egncludeth but without any 
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pretencetoan argument there or elſe where , the arſcepline 
of the Church of Scotland to be thertr ewne muention, where= 
on they dote, the Diana , which themſelves have canomzed, 
therr own dreams, the counterfeyt image which they faine hath 
fallen down from Tupiter , hich they ſo much adore, the very 
quinteſſence of refined popery , not only moſt _— to the 
erll Magiſtrat , moſt oppreſſive to the ſubjet , moſt perni- 
cious to Feuh ; but alſa inconſiſtent with all form:s of cvill 
governement , deſtruttive to all ſorts of Policy, 8s rack to 
the conſcrence, the heavueſt preſſure that can fall on a people. 
So much truth and fobcrnes doth the warner breath out n 
his very firftpage. 

Though he had no regard at all to the cleare paſſages of 
—_ Scriptute , whereupon the Scotes doe build their Anti- 
Epiſcopall tenets ; nor any reverence tothe harmony of the 
reformed Churches , which unanimouſly joyne with the 
Scores in the maine of their diſcipline,eſpecally in that which 
the Doctor hates moſt therein , the rejection of Fpiſcopacy: 
yet me thinks ſome little reſpect might have appeared inthe 
man to the authority of the Magittrat , and civil Lawes, 
which are much more ingeminated by this worthy divine 0- 
ver all his book, thenthe holy Scriptures. 

Can hee ſo ſoon forget that. the whole diſcipline of the 
Church of Scotland, as it is there taught and practiſed , *is 
eſtablished by aCts of Parliament, and hath al! the ſtrength 


which the King and State can give toa civil Law ? the war- 


Theaar- 
ner fſtricks 
at the Sco- 


tes diſci- 


pline 


ner may wel be grieved , but hardly can he be ignorant, that **ough 


the Kings 


the Kings Majeſtic this day does not at all queſtion the ju- gqes. 


ſticeof theſe ſanctions: what ever therefore be the Doctors 
thoughts , yet ſo long as hee pretends to keep upon his face 
the maſke of loyalty, he muft be contentto eat his former 
words , yea, to burne his whole book : otherwiſe hee layes, 
againſt his own profeſſions , a ſlander upon the King , and 

2 His 
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His Royal Father, of great ignorance , or huge unjuftice,the 
one having eſtablished,the other offring to ckablioh by their 
civill lawes , a Church diſcipline for the whole nation of 
Scotland , which truly is thequinteflence of Popery , per- 
nicious and deſtructive to all formes of civill governement, 
and the heavieſt preflure that can fall on a people. 

"RFF "I All the cauſe of this choler which the warner ispleaſed to 
threshold ſpeake out; is the attempt of the Scotes, to obtrude their 
Dles _ diſcipline upon the King, contrary to the diCtars of his own 
Kings con- COnfcience , and to compell forraigne Churches to embrace 

ſcience, the ſame. An. Is itnot preſumption in our warner , ſo ſoone 
to tell the world in print what are the diRtats of the Kings: 
conſcience, as yet he is not his Majeſties conteffor , and it 
the Clerk of the Cloſer had whiſpered ſome what in his care, 
what he heard in ſecret, hee ought not to have proclaimed 
it without a warrant ; but we doe altogether miſtruſt his re- 
ports ofthe Kings conſcience : tor who will beleeve him, that 
2 knowing and ajuſt King will ever be content, to command 
and impoſe on a whole Nation by his Lawes, a diſcipline 
contrary to the diCtats of his owne conſcience. This great 
ſtumble upon the Kings conſcience in the firſt page , mult 
be an ominous ceſpitation on the threshold. 
[ſhe Scors The other imputation had nojuſft ground : the Scotes did 
aki _ ntver medle, to 1mpoſe any thing upon forraigne Churches, 
;mpoſe There is queſtion of none , but the English; and the Scotes 
ary thing werenever ſo preſumptuous, as to impole any thing of theirs 
uron E- eponthat Church. It was the afſembly of divines at Welt- 
5 minſter , convocat by the King and Parliament of England, 
which after long deliberation , and much debate, unani- 
mouſly concluded the Preſbnerian diſcipline in all the parts 
thereof, to be agreable tothe word of God : it was the two 
Houſes of the Parliament of England without a contrary 
voice, who did ordaine the abolition of Epiſcopacy , pw 
rae 


(s) 
the ſetting up of Presbyteryes and Synods in England and 
Ireland. Can heerethe Scotes be ſaid to compell the English 
to dance after their pype, when their own aflembly otdi- 
vines begins the ſong, when the Lords and Commons af- 
ſembled in the Parliament of Engtand concurre without a 
diſcording opinion, when the King himſclte for perfeCting 
the harmony offers, toadde his voice for three whole yeares 
together ? 

Inthe remaindr of the chapter the warner layes upon the 
Scotes three other crimes : firit , That they count it Eraſtia- 


The elder 
rzlars of 
ngland 


piſmeto putthe governement of the Church in the hand of ere E- 
the Magittrat. Anſw, The Doctors knowledge is greater raftians, 
then to bee ignorant, that all theſe goe under the name of 29 more> 


Eraſtians , who walking in Eraſtus ways of flattering the 


bur the 
younger 


Magiſtrat, tothe prejudice of the jult rights of the Church, are as 
run yet out much beyond Eraftus perſonall tenets ; 1 doubt 9c ante 


Eraftian 


it that man went ſo far as the Doctor heere and elſe where, ;« che moſt 
to make all Ecclefiaſticall juriſdiction , but a part of the riged of 


Magiſtrats civill power , which for its execution, the ſu- 
preame Governours of any ſtate may derive out of the foun- 
eaine of their ſupremacy to what ever hands civill or Ec- 
clefaſtick themieltes think fit to commit it. Letthe Doc- 
tor adde to this much knowledge, but alittle ingenuity,and he 
Shall confes that his Brethren the Later Bishops , who claime 
Epiſcopacy by divine right , are all as much againſt this E- 
raſtian Czfaro-papiſme , as any Preſbiterian in Scotland. 
The elder Bishops indeed of England and all the Lawes 
there for Epiſcopacy ſeemeto be point blank according to 
the Eraſtian errours : for they make the crowne and royall 
fupremacy the originall , root and fountaine whence all the 
diſcipline of the Church doth flow : as before the days of 
Henry the eight it did out of the Popes head-ship of the 
Church under Chrift, How ever let the Doctor ingenuouſ] 
A 3 freak 
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ſpeake out his ſence , and Iam deceived , if he shall uot ac- 
knowledge, that how grofle an Eraſtian foever himſelte 
and the elder Bishops of England might have been ,yetthar 
long agoe, the moft of his przlatical friends have become 
as much oppoſit to Eraſtianiſme, as the moſt rigid of the 

Presbiterians. 
The Sco- Theother crime he layes to the charge of the Scotes is, 
nR.. that they admitno latitude in Religion , but will have eyery 
reſt crime Opinion afundamentali article of taith, and are averſe from 
5 1rrecon- the reconciliation of the, Proteſtant Churches : Anſ. It 
CR the warner had tound Wleaſonable to vent alittle more of his 
Rome, True lence inthis point, he hal charged this great crime far 
more home upon the h:ade of the Scotes : for incleed though 
they were ever tar{r&:m denying the true degrees of 1mpor- 
tance which doe clecrly appeare atnong the multitude of 
Chriſtian truthes, yetthe great quarrell heer of the waracr 
and his freinds againit thein, is that they ſpoile:! che Canter- 
burian defigue of reconcealing the Proteſtant Churches not 
among themſelfes, but with the Church oft Rome. When 
theſe good men were with'all earneſtnes proclaming the 
greateſt controverſics of Papiſts and Proteſtants, to be up- 
on no fundainentalls but only diſputable opinions, wherein 
beleefe on either fide was ſafe enough, and when they found 
thatthe Papiſts did ſtand punCtually ro the Tenets of the 
Church of Rome, and were obſtinately unwilling to come 
over to England, their great labour was that the English and 
the reſt of the Proteſtants, caſting aſide their needlefle be- 
leefe of problemartick truths, in piety, charity and zeale, to 
make 1p the breach and take away the shilme, should be at 
all the painesto make the po—_ to Rome. While this de- 
figneis faradvanced and furiouſly drivenon in all the three 
Kingdomes , and by none more in Yreland then the Bishop 
of Derry , behold the rode ard plaine blewcapes ſtep wy 
the 
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theplay and marre all the game: * no arte, by noterrour 
can theſe be gotten alongs to ſuch a reconciliation. This 


was the firſt and greateſt crime of the Scotes , which the - 


Doctor here glances at, but is ſo wyſe and modeſt a man as 
notto briag it aboye board. 

The laſt charge 
{till that reſpect tothe Bishops of England , which they were 
wont of old in the beginning of Queen Elizabeths reigne. 
Anſ. Inthart letter cited by the warner from the generall 
aſſembly of Scotland. x 566. Sefl. 3. there is no word ofap- 
probation to the office of Epiſcopacy : they ſpeake to the Bi. 
Shops of Evgland in no other quality or relation, but as Mi- 
nilters otthe word, tc highett ſtile they give them is, re- 
verend Paſtors and Brethrea ; the tenour of the whole Epiſtle 
is a grave and brotherly admonition to beware of that fatall 
-concomitant of the moſt moderat Epiſcopacy , the trou- 
blingofthe beſt and moſt zealous ſervants of Chriſt for idle 
& fruitles Ceremonies. How greata reverencethe Church of 
Scotlaud at thattime carried to przlacy,may be ſeen in their 
f{upplication to the ſecret counſell of Scotland , inthatfame 
aflembly the very day and Sciſion wherein they write the 
{etter in hand to the Bishops of England. The Arch-Bishop 
of S.. Andrews being then ufurping juriſdiction over the 
miniſtry by ſome warrant from the ſtate, the Aflembly was 
grieved, notonly with the popery of that Bishop , but with 
his aunctent juriſaittion, which in all Bishops , Popish and 
proteſtant, is one and the ſame : Thar juriſdiction was the 
only matter of their preſent complaint; and in relation there= 
to they aſſure the counſel in diſtinCt tearmes , that they 
would never be more ſubjeft unto that uſurped tranny the they would 
Ze to the devill himſclfe : So reverend an opinion had the 
Church of Scotland at that time of Epiſcopal] juriſdiftion. 

But ſuppane that ſome fourſcore yeares agoe, the <0 
tore 


of the chapter is, that the Scotes keep not TheScores * 
were ever - 
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roche 6 before they had taſted the fruits of Proteſtant Bichops , had 
es ately ;udged them tolerable in England, yer fince that time by the 
werefound g | yin & : 

in the act long tract of miſchiefes, which conſtantly has accompanied 
- of \nrz0- the order of przlacy, they have been put upon a more ac- 
very © in. CUrat inſpeCtion of its nature, and have found itnot only a 
ro the Needles, buta noxious and poyſonons weed , neceflare to 
4s be plucked up by the root, and caſt over the hedge. Beſide 
bv irr016 Al Its former malefices, it hath been depreheded of late in the 
Kingdom, Very act of everting the foundations , both of Religion and 

governement, of bringing in Popery and Tiranny , inthe 
Churches and Stare of all the three Kingdomes , ( Canter- 
burian ſelf convittion cap. 1. ) 

And for theſe crimes , it was condemned, killed, and 
buried in Scotland , by the unanimous conſert of King , 
Church and Kingdom : when England thereafter both in 
cheir Aſſembly and Parliament , withour a diſcording voice 
had found itneceſſary , to root out that unhappy plant, as 
long agoe with great wiſedome, it had been cat out of all 
the reſt of the reformed Churches , had not the Scotes all 
the reaſon in the World , toapplaud ſuch pious juſt and ne- 
ceſſary reſolutions of their English Brethren , though the 


warner Should call it the greatelt crime * 
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bour rhe I N the ſecond Chapter the warner charges the Scotes ereſ- 
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convocating of Synods. When he comes to prove this, he for- 
gets his challenge : and digrefles from ittothe Magiſtrates 
power of choyfſing elders and making Ecclehiaftick lawes, 
avowing that theſe things are done 1n Scotland by Ecclefi- 
altick perſons alone , without conſent of the king or his 
counſel. Ant. Itſcemes our Warner is very ignorant of the 
way ofthe Scotes diſcipline, the ordinary and ſer meetings 
ot all aſſemblies both nationall and provincionall fince the 
frit retormation are determined by acts of Parliament, with 
the Kings content, fo betwixt the King andthe Churchof 
Scotland , ther2 is ro queſtion tor the COnVOCAating of ordi- 
nary aflembics, tor extraordinary , Bo man m Scotland 
di ever controvert the Kings power to call them when and 
where he pleated : as tor the mhezrent power of the Church 
to mect for diſcipline, altwell as tor wors1ip,the Warner fals 
on it heereatter , we mult theretore paſſe it in ris place. 
Wuar hee meanes to {peake of the Kings power in choy- 
hng elders or waking Ecclehiaftick Lawes, bimfclte knowes : 
his Mayjeltic in Scotland did pever require any ſuch privi- 


The wars 


ners Eraf- 
rian and 


Tirannick 


ledge, asrtheeleCtion of elders, or Commiſſtoners to Par- principles, 


lament , or members of any incorporation, Civill or Eccle- 
flaſtick, where the Lawes did not exprelly provide the no- 
mination to be 1n the crowne. The making ot Eccletiaſtick 
Lawes 11 England, alfwell as in Scotland, was ever with 
tie Kings good contentment, reterred to Eccleftattick af- 
[xmblies: bur the Warner ſeemes to be in the mid of theſe 
i115 COmparions , wito Put the power of preaciing , otadmi- 


wy 3 
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nittring the Sacraments and diſciplive in the lupreame Mas 
o1trat alone, and derives it out of lim 2s the head of the 
Churc!i to what members he ti.1nks CXPCdtent to COMmU® 
NICat tt : alſo that the legitlative power al{well in Ecclefia- 
{ec as civill affairs, is the property ofthe King alone. That 
te Parliaments and generall ail-mblics are but b1s arbitrary 

© countels, 


ha:ed vY 
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Judged them tolerable in England, planet 


i. chr beforethey had raſtedrhe fruitsof Proteſtant Bichops , hat 
in the act lobgtra®t of miſchiefes, which conſtant wack 

Favre the order of przlacy, they have been pat upon a more ac- 
pery , in- 


curat inſpection of its nature, and have found not only a 
needles, but a noxions and poyſonons weed , necefiare to 
be plucked up by the root, and caſt overthe hedge. Befide 
al is former malefices, it hath been deprehSded of late in the 
vety act of everting the foundations , both of Religion and 
governement , of Brin "ne in Popery avd Tiranny , inthe 
Churches and States the three Kingdomes, ( Canter- 


aries ſoff convittion cap. 1.) 

A r theſe crimes , -it was condemned, killed, and 
buried in Scotland , by the unanimous conſent of King, 
Churchand Kingdom : when England thereafter both in 
cheir Aſſembly and Parliament , withour a diſcording voice 
had found itneceffary , to root out that unhappy plant, as 
long agoe with great wiſedome, it had been caft out of all 
the reſt of the reformed Churches , had not the Scotes all 
the reaſon in the World , toappland fuch pious juſt and ne- 
ceſlary reſolutions of their English Brethren , though the 
warner Should call it the greateſt crime *f 
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I N the ſecond Chapter the warner charges the Scotes eref- 
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convocating of Synods. When he comes to prove this, he for- 
gets his challenge : and digrefles from ittothe Magiſtrates 
power of choyſhng elders and making Ecclefiaftick lawes, 
avowing that "hel: things are done in Scotland by Eccleſi- 
aſtick perſons alone , without conſent of the king or his 4 
—_ Anſ. Itſeemes our Warner is very ignorant of the 

way ofthe Scotes diſcipline, the ordinary and ſet meetings 

of all aſſemblies both nationall and provincionall fincethe 

firſt reformation are determined by acts of Parliament , with 

the Kings conſent, ſo betwixt the King andthe Church of 
Scotland , there is no queſtion for the convocating of ordi- 

nary aflemblies, for extraordinary , no man in Scotland 

did ever controvert the Kings power to call them when and 

where he pleaſed : as for the inherent power of the Church 

to meet for diſcipline, al{well as for worship,the Warner fals 

on it hecreafter , we muſt therefore paſſe it in rhis place. 

What hee meanes to ſpeake of the Kings power in choy- The war- 
fingelders or making Ecclefiaſtick Lawes, himſelte knowes : — 
his Majeſtic in Scotland did never require any ſuch privi- Tirannick 
ledge, as theeleCtion of elders, or Commiſſioners to Par- principles, 
lament, or members of any incorporation, civill or Eccle- _— 

| | gp. 
haſtick , where the Lawes did not exprelly provide the no- 
mination to be in the crowne. The making of Ecclefiaftick 
Lawesin England, alſwell as in Cs , was ever with 
the Kings good contentment, referred to Eccleſiaftick af- 
{emblies: but the Warner ſeemes to be in the mind of theſe 
his companions , wo put the power of preaching, otadmi- 
niſtring the Sacraments and diſcipline in the fupreame Ma- 
oiſtrat alone , and derives it out of him as the head of the 
Church to what members he tl:inks expedient to commur 
NiCat it : alſo that the legiſlative power alfwell in Eccleſia- 
Rick as civill affairs, is the property ofthc King alone. That * 
tae Parliaments and generall aſſemblics are bur his arbitrary 
B counſels, 
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counſels, the one for matters of the ſtate , the other for 
matters of the Church , with whom or without whom hee 
makes acts of Parliament and Church cannons, according 
to his good pleaſure, rhat all rhe oficesof the Kingdome, 
both of Church and State are trom him, as he gives a Com- 
miſfion ro wnom he will to be asheriffe or juttice of peace , 
ſo he ſends out whom he pleaſeth to preach & celebrate Sa- 
craments by virtue of his regal miffion. The Warner and 
his Eraſtian triends may well extend rhe royall ſupremacy 
to thislargenes, but no King of Scotland was ever willing 
to accept of ſucn a power though by erroneous flaterers , 
ſometimes obtruded upon him, { ſee Canterburian ſelf con- 
v1tton. cap. ult.) 

The Warner will not leave this matter in generall, hediſ- 
cends to inſtance a number of particular incroatchments of 
the Scots Presbiters upon the royall authority : wee muſt 
diſpence in all his diſcourſe with a ſmall peckadillo 1n realo- 
ning , hee muſt bee permitted to lay all the faults of the 
Presbiterians in Scotland upon the back of the Preſbitery it 
ſelf2, as ifthe faylings ofotticers were naturall to, and inſe- 
parable from their ofhce : mis-kenning this little mote of un- 
conſequentiall argumenting , we will goe through his parti- 
cular charges, thefirit is, thatKing James anno 1 579 , re- 
quircd the generall afembly, to make no alteration in the 
Church-Policy, tillthe next Parliament, butthey contem- 
mrg ther Kings command , determined poſitively all their 
Jdifcipline withou: delay , and queſtioned the Arch-Biſchop 
of Sainct Andrews for voting in Parliament according 
to the undoubted Lawes of the Land, yea twenty Pres- 
biters did hold the generall aflembly at Aberdeen after 
it was diſcharged by the King. Anl. The Warner pol- 
fibly may know , vet certainly he doth not care what he 
writes in theſe thing to which hee s a mcere itran- 
Qcr; 
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ger: the authentick regiſters of the Church of Scotland 
convinces him heire of falshood. His Majeſtie did write —_—_— 
trom Stirling to the generall aſſembly ar Edinburgh 1579, jiged aod 
that they s2o0uld ceafſe from concluding any thing in the Presbyre- 
diſcipline of the Church , _ the time of his minority ; — 
upon this defire the afſembly did abſtaine from all concluſi- 14,4 with 
ors, only they named a committee to goe to Striveling for King - 
conference which his Majeſtie upon that ſubject. W hat aca a 
| followeth thereupon ? I. Iinmediatly a Parliament is called 
| in October 1579, and in the firſt act declares and grantes 
| juriſdiction unto the Kirk, whilk confiſtes in the true preach- 
eo ing ofthe word of cus Chriſt, correction of maners, and 

| adminiſtration of the true Sacraments , and declares that 
there is no other face of Kirk, nor other face of Religion 
then is preſently by the favour of God eftablished within this 
realme, and that there be no other juriſdiction Ecclehaſti- 
cal acknowledged within this realme then that whilk is, and 
Shalbe within the ſamen Kirk , or that which flowes thertra, 
concerning the premiſſes. II. In Aprile 1580. Proclama- 
tion was made ex delrberattone Dominorum Conſilu in name of 
the King, charging all Superintendentes and Commitho- 
ners and Miniſters ſerving at Kirkes. Tonote the names of all 
the ſubjeCtes alſweel men as women ſuſpected to be Papiſtes 


ne —_ mos, © —_ 


e or ----- and to admonish them ----- to give Conteffion 
» | of their faith accordingtothe Forme approved by the Par- 
Wo liament, and to ſubmitre untothe diſcipline of the true Kirk 


within a reaſonable ſpace ----- : and if they faile ----- that 
the Superintendents or Commiſſioners prefente a role or 
catalogue of their namesunto the King and Lords of Secret 
Counſell whereby they shalbe forthe time, between and the 
1 5 Cay of Tulie nixt to come , to the end that rhe aCtesof 
Parliament made againſt ſuch perſones may be execute. 
L1I, The shorte Conteſion wes drawen up at the Kings 
B 2 COm- 
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command, which was firſt ſubſcrived by his royall hand, and 
an act ot Secret Counſell commanding all ſubjectes to ſub- 
(crivethe ſame; as is to be ſeen by the Act printed with the 
Conteſtion , wherein Hierarchie is abjured, that is ( as hath 
been fiace declared by Nation:ll aſſemblies aud Parliamen- 
tes both calicd and held by the King ) epilcopacie is abjured. 


L V. In the aff:zmblies 1580 and 158 1 that Conteflion of 


taith and the ſecond book of diſcipline {after debating many 
| przceding years) were approved (except one chapter de d/a- 
conatu) by the Afſemblie , the Kings Commithioner being al- 
wayes preſente, not finde we any thing oppoſed then by him: 
yea then at his Majelties ſpeciall direction about fitty claſſical 
Presbyteri2s were {et up over all Scotland which remaine un- 
to this day , Was there heer any contempt of the roy all 
authority 2 
Aboutthattime ſome noble men had gote the revenues of 
the Bifſhop-rickes tor their private uſe ; and becauſe they 
could not enjoy them by any legal right , therefore for elu- 
ding the Law, they did effectuate that ſome Miniſters should 
have the title of this or that Bishopricke; and the revenues 
were gathered in the name of this titulare or tulchan Bishop, 
albeit hee had bur little part : e. g. Robert ——_ 
Miniſter at Sterline was called Arch - Bishop of Glaſgow : 
and ſoit can bee inſtanced in other Bishop-rickes and abba- 
cies. Now this kind of przlats pretended no right to any 
part of the Epiſcopall office, either in ordination or jurifdic- 
tion : when ſome of theſe men beganto creep in to vote for 
the Church in Parliament , without any Lay of the State , 
without any commiſſion from the Church , the generall 
aſſembly diſcharged them, being Miniſters, to practiſe any 
more ſuch illegall infolencies , with this ordinance of the 
Church, afrer a little debate, King James at that time did 
Shew his good ſatisfaction, 
But 
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But the Warner heere jumps over nolefſe then twenty ſe- The inno- 
ven years time fromthe aſſembly at Edinburgh 1579 , tothat cency of | 
at Aberdeen 1650s, then was King James by the Hogan Bi- maligned 
shops perſwaſion reſolved to put down the generallaflem- aſſembly 
blies of Scotland, contrary to the Lawes and conſtautprac- 9 Aber- 
tiſe of that Church , from the firſt reformation to that day. 
The act of Parliament did bear that once at leaft a yeare the 
aſſembly should meet , and after their bufines was ended 
they should name time & place for the next aſſembly. When 
they had metinthe yeare 1 6 02, they were moved to ad- 
journe without doing any thing for two whole yeares to 
1604, when then they were conveened atthe time and place 
agreed to by his Majeſtie, they were content upon his Ma- 
jefties defire without doing any thing againe toadjourne to 
the nixt yeare 160y ,at Aberdeen, when that dyet came his 
Majefties Commiſhoner offered them a Letter : To the end 
they might be an Aſſembly and ſo in a Capacity to receave 
his Majeſttes Letter, with the Commutllioners good pleaſure 
they fate downe, they named their Moderator and Clark 
they received and read the Kings letter commanding them 
to riſe, which they obeyed without any farther aCtion at all 
but naming a dyet for the nixt meeting according to the 
Lawes and conſtant practiſe of Scotland , hereupon by the 
pernicious counſel of Arch-Bishop Banckroft at London,the 
King was ſtirred up to bring foretroubleupon a number of 
gracious Miniſters. This is the whole matter which to the (,;q.. # 
Warner heiris fo tragick an infolence , that never any Par- and other 
liament durit attempt the like. See more of this in the Hi- fuperttiti- 
ſtoricall vindication. way tor 
pat : vals aboli- 
The nixt inſtance of our Presbiteryes uſurpation npon the $heq in 
Magittrat is their abolition, (betore any ſtatute of Parliament Scotland, 
thereupon)ofthe Church feſtivals in their firlt book of diſci- _— 
pline. Anf, Conſider the gri-vouſneſle of this crime, s > 
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the intervall of Parhaments, the great counſel of Scotland 
in the minority ot the Prince entrutted by Parliameut to rule 
the Kiggdome, did charge the Church to give them in wryte 
their judgement about matters Ecclefiaſticall : in obedience 
to this charge theChurch did preſent the counſel with a wryte 
named fince the firſt book of diſciplin : which the Lords of 
counlel did approve, fſablcribe and ratity by an Act of State: 
a part of the firſt head i inthat wryte was that Chriſtmas, E- 
pipaany , purification, and other tond tealts of the virgin 
Mary, as not warranted by the holy Scriptur.s, should bee 
laid afide. Was it any encroachment upon tne Nagiltrate, 
tor the Church to give this —_— to the privy counſell 
when earneſtly they did crave it? the people of Scotland 
ever fince have shewed theirready obedience to that direc- 
tion of the Church tounded upon Scripture , and backed 
trom the beginning with an injunction of the ſtate. 

His third inftance of the Church of Scotlands uſurpation 
upoa the Magiſtrat 13, their abolition of Epiſcopacy in the 
atiembly 1580, when the Law made ir treaſon to impugne 
che authority of Bishops, being thethird eltate of the King- 
dome. Ant. The Warver fcemesto nave no more Know- 
ledge of the aftairs ot Scotland, then ot Japan or Utopia, 
the Law hee ſpeakcs of was not in being tome yeares after 
1580, how ever all the generall aſſembly es of Scctland are 
authoriſed by at of Parliament, to det- Tinine fin; ally with- 
outan appeals inall Eccleftaltick affatres : in the named aſ- 
ſembly Lundie the Ku gs Commuthoner di. fit ard conſent 
in his Majctties vame tothatact ofabolition, as in the nixt 
the Kinas Comithoner Capri ton did erect 
in his Majettics name the Presbitery cS11h all the Lard; it is 
true, three yearces thereafter a wicked Courticr Captaine 
] ames Stuart , in a s$hadow of a clofle and not ſummoned 
Parhament , did procure an aCt to abolish Presbiterics and 
erect 
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erect Bishops , but for this and all the reſt of his crimes that 

evill wan was quickly rewarded by God before the world, 

in a terrible deſtruction : theſe acts of his Parliament the 

very nixt yeare were diſclaimed by the King , the Bishops 

were put downe,and the Presbitry was ſer up again, and ne- 

ver more removed to this day. 

The Warners digrefſion to the perpetuity of Bishops in 
Scotland , to the acts of the Church and State for their re- 
ſtitution , is but to shew his ignorance in the Scotes ſtory : 
| what ever be the Eptſcopall boaſtings ot other Nations , yet 
: it is evident that from the firſt entrance of Chriſtian Religion 
into Scotlaad , Preſbiters alone without Bishops for ſome 
hundred yeares did governe that Church : and after the re- 
forwation their was no Bishop in that Land, but inrittle and 
benefice till the yeare 1610; when Bancroft did conſecrat 
three Scotes Minilters, all ofthem men of evill report, whom 
that violent Commiflioner the Earle of Dunbar 1m the cor- 
rupt and null afſembly of Glaſgow, gotauthoriſed in ſome 
pairtof a Bishops office; which part oply and no more was 
ratified in a polterior Parliament. Superintendents are no 
where the ſame with Bishops much lefle in Scotland where 
tor a time only till the Churches were planted , they were 
uſed as ambulatory Commilttoners , and vihtors to preach 
the word, and adminitter the Sacraments for the ſupply of 
vacartand un{ctled congregations. 

The tourth inſtance is the Churches obtruding the ſecond The ſe- 
book of diſcipline, without the ratification ofthe State. Anſ, _ _ 
For the Eccleftaftick enjoining of a generall afſemblyes de- GE ir 
crees a particular ratification of Parliament is unneceſfary ; ratified in 
generall actsof Parliament commanding obedience to the Farli- 
| acts ofthe Church , are a ſufficient warrant from the State, be- TT" 
de, that ſecond book of diſciplin was much debated with 
the King , andatlalt inthe generall aflembly 1 5 90, his con- 
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{ent was obtained untoit: for inthat afſembly where unani- 
mouſly the tubſcription ofthe ſecond book of diſciplin by 
all the miniſters ofthe Kingdome was decried, k.is Majeſtic 
lome time in perſon and alwayes by the chancelor his Com- 
nuthoner was preſent, and in the act tor ſubſcription Sefl. x ©. 
Auguſt 8. it is expreſly ſaid that not only all the Miniſters 
but alfo all the Commiſhioners przſent did conſent , amon 
which Commslioners the chancelor, his Majelties Commil- 
honer was chief. But neither the King nor the Church could 
gctitto pafle the Parliament in regaird of the oppoſition, 
which ſome States-men did make unto thele parts thereot, 
which touched on their owae 1nterett of unjutt advantage, 
this was the only ſtick. 
+ The War- Thenex: inſtance ofthe Churches encroachement is their 
vers hipo- uſurpation of all the old rents of the clergy , as the Churches 
fn Jag patrimony,and their decerning in anafſembly that nothing 
a crime, 10 the nixt Parliament should paſſe betore the Church 
Cn . werefully reſtored to her rents. Anf. Conſider heere the 
com: Warners hypocriſie and unjuſtice , he challenges the Preſbi- 
virrue, tCrians for that which no prezlate in the world did ever eſteem 
a fault, a meer declaration of their judgeinent that the 
Church had a juſt right to ſuch rents , as by law and long 
poſſcsfion were theirs , and not taken away trom them by 
any lawfull meanes. What it heere they had gone cn with 
the moſt of the prxlaticall party to advance that right to a 
Jus divinum ? what if they had put themſelves by a com- 
mahd from Court , into the poflesfion of that right, with- 
out a proceſle , as diverſe ofthe Warners triends were begun 
lately todoe in all the three Kingdomes ? but all that he can 
here challenge the Scores for, is a meere declaration of their 
ſimpleright , witha ſupplication to the Regent his grace, 
that hee would indeavour in the nixt Parliament, to procure 


4 ninth part ofthe Churches patrimony, tor the mantaivance 
of 
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of the miniſtry , and the poore of the country: for all the 
rentthat the Churches then could obtaine or did petition , 
was but a third ofthe thirds ofthe benefices or tithes. That 
ever any aſſembly in Scotland did make any other addrefle 
to the Parliament for ſtipends then by way of humble ſuppli- 
cation , it is a greatuntruth, 

Thelaſt inftance is,the ereCting of Presbyteries through al 
the Kingdome, by an a&t ofthe Church alone. An. I have 
Showne already the untruth of thisalleadgeance; the proofe 
heere brought for it, is grounded only upon an ambiguous 
word which the Warners ignorance inthe Scotish diſciplin 
and Presbitery ( though the maine ſubjeCt of his booke ) 


| permits him not to underſtand. The Presbyteries were ſer 


up by the King afterthe aſſembly x 5 8 o, but the ſecond 
booke of diſcipline of which alone the citation ſpeaks, how 


| everenjoind by many aſſemblies , yet it could never be got- 
| renratified in any Parliament , only becauſe of theſe _=_ of 


it which did ſpeake for the patrimony of the Church, and 


| oppugne the right of patronages. 
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How well the Warner hath proven the Presbiterian prac- The War- 
tiſes to be injurious tothe Magiſtrate we have conſidered , ** 3 


pony he will bee more happy in his nixtundertaking , in 
is demonſtrations that their doCtrinall principles doe tram- 
ple on the Magiſtrats ſupremacy and Lawes ; their fart prin- 
ciple hee takes out of the ſecond book of diſciplin. Cap. 7. 
That no Magiſtrat nor any but Ecclefiaftick perſons may 
vote in Synods, Anſ. Though I find nothing of this in the 


© place cited , yet there is nothing in it that crofſeth either 
+ the Laws or the Kings ſupremacy : for according to the 
© aCts of Parliament of Scotland both old and late and the 
» conſtant practiſe of that Church , the only members of Preſ- 
© byteries are Miniſters and ruling elders, Is it the Warners 
E minde to vent here his ſuper-Eraſtianiſme , that all Ecclefia- 
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ftick aſſemblies Claſſicall , Provinciall , nationall are but 
the arbitrary Courts of the Magiſtrat for to adviſe him in 
the execution of his inherent power about matrers Ecclefia- 
ſticall ; and for this cauſe, that it is in his arbitrement to give 
adecifive voyce in all Church aflemblics, to whom and how 
many ſo ever heewill 2 Though this may bee the Warners 
minde, as it hath been ſome of his friends, yet the moſt of 
the przlaticall party will not mantaine him heerein. How 
ever, ſuch principles arecontrary to the Lawes of Scotland, 
tothe protefiions alſo and practiſes of all the Princes and * 
Magiſtrats thatever have lived there. : 

But the Warner heere may poſſibily glaunce at another 
principle of his good friends, who have been willing lately 
to vent before al Britaine in print their Elevating rhe ſupre- 
macy of Soveraignes {o far above Lawes, that what ever _ 
ple have obtained to bee eſtablished by never ſo many aflem- 
blies and Parliaments and confirmed with never fo many 
great ſeales of ratifi-ation , and peaceably injoyed by never 
ſo long a poſſeſſion , yet it is nothing but commendable 
wiſedome and juſtice for the ſame Prince who made the 
firit conceſſions or any of his ſucceſſors when ever they 
tind themſelfes ſtrong enough , to cancell all and make void 
what ever Parliaments, Afﬀemblies , royall ratifications, 
andthe longeſt poſſeſhon made foolish people beleeve to be 
moſt firme ard unqueſtionable. To this purpoſe Biszop Max- Þ 
wel (from whom much of this warnivg ts borrowed ) doth 
ſpeak in his Sacro-Santta regum Majeſtas. Though this had © 
been the Cabine diviaity of our prelats, yet what can be # 
their intentions in ſpeaking of itout inthele times of confu- þ 
fion, themſelves muſt declare : for the cleare conſequente of 
ſuch doctrine ſeemes to be a neceſfity either of ſuch Warners F 
perpetuall banishment from the Courts and eares of Sove- þ 
raignes, orclſe that ſubjects be keptup for ever in a ſtrong } 
jealouly, 4 
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jealouſy, and feare that they can never be ſecure of their 
liberties , though never ſo well ratified by Lawes and pro- 
miſesof Princes any longer then the {word and power re- 
maines in their owne hand to preſerve what they have ob- 
tained. Such Warners ſo long as they are poſſeſſed with 
ſuch maximes of ſtate, are cleare everters of the firſt funda- 
tions of truſt betwixt Soveraignes and ſubjects , they take 
away all poſhibility of any Oo” of any confident ſetle- 
ment in any troubled ſtate , betore both parties be totally 
ruined or one become ſo ſtrong that they need no more to 
feare the others malcontentment in any time to come. 

Our ſecond challenged principle is that wee teach the p;.g;an 
wholz power ot convocating aflemblies to be in the Church. przlars 
Anſ. The Warners citations prove not that we maintaine "3 
any ſuch afſertion , our doCtrin and conttant practiſe hath Sari. 
been to aſcribe to the King a power of calling Synods , when ons ofall 
and whereſoever he thought fit, butthat which the Warner 5® 
{eemes to point at is, our tenet ofan intrinſficall power in the 
Church to meer, as forthe word and Sacraments fo tor dil- 
Ciplin; in this all whoare Chriſtians, old and late , the pre- 
laticall and Poptsh party as well as others , goe along with us 
to mantaine in doctrine and praCtiſe, a necethity even in times 
of perſecution , that the Church muſt meet tor the worship 
ot God andexecution of Ecclefiaſtick diſciplin among their 
owne members. In this the doctrine andpractiſe of the Scots 
is according to their ſetled lawes, uncontroverted by his Ma- 
jeſtie. It the Warner will mantaine, that in reaſon and con- 
{ci2nce al the Churches of the world are oblidged to diffolve 
and never more to meet when an erroneous Magiſtrat by his 
Tyrannous edict commands them to doe ſo, let him call 
up Eraſtus from the dead to be diſciplined in this new doc- 
trine ofthe prelats impious loyalty. 

Thethird principle is that the judgment of true and falſe 
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The finall dotrine of ſuſpenſion and deprivation of Minifters belong- 
pm ethtothe Church, Anſ. ifrhis be a great herefie it is to 
* 2ll Eccle.. Charged as much upon the ſtate as upon the Church , for the 
Gaſtick aCtsof Parliament give all this powertothe Church, neith- 
cauſes by erdidthe lawesof England orof any Chriſtian ſtate, popish 
+”; Iva or proteſtant, refuſe ro the Church the determination of 1uch 
land, is in Eccleftaſtick cauſes; ſome indeed doe debate u yu the power 
me £ene- of appeales fromthe Church, but in Scotland by the law,as 
bly.  noappeale in things civill goes higher then the Parliament 
ſo in matters Ecclefaſtick none goesabovethe generall aſ- 
ſembly. Complaints indeed may goe to the King and Parlia- 
ment for redrefle ofany wrong has been done in Ecclefiaſtick 
Courts, who being cuſtodes religionts may by their coercive 
power command Ecclefiaſtick Courts to rectifie any wrong 
done by them contraire to Scripture, or if they perſiſt rake 
order withthem. But that two or three przlats should be- 
comea Court ofdelegats, to receave appeales from a yrue: 
rall aflembly , neither Law nor practiſe in Scotland did ever 
admit, nor can the word of God or any Equity require it. 
In the Scotes aſſemblies no cauſes are agitat but ſuch as the 
Parliament hath agreed to bee Ecclefiaftick and of the 
Churches cogniſance : no Procefle about any Church rent 
was ever cognoſced upon in Scorland bur in a civill Court : 
its very falſe that ever any Church cenſure ,' much lefle the 
higheſt of excommunication did fall upon any for robbing 
The divine the Church of its patrimony. 
righrof = Our fourth challenged principle is that wee maintain Ec- 
gr ys clefiaſtick juriſdiction by a divine right. Anf. Is this a 
of the moſt huge crime ? is there divine inthe world, either Papilſt or 
efprzlats. Poteftant , except a few prelaticall Eraſtians , but they doe 
ſo ? Ifthe Warner will profeſse (as it ſeemes hee muſt) the 
contradiction of that which he aſcribes tous, his avowed te- 
net muſt bee that all Ecclefiaſtick power flowes from the 
Magittrat, 
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Magiſtrat,that the Magiftrat himſelf may execute all Church 
cenſures, that all the Officers appointed by Chriſt for the 
governement of his Church, 06:58. laid afide, and fuch 2 

kind of governors bee put in their place, as the Magiſtrate 

$halbe pleaſed to appoint : that the ſpirituall ſword and Kei- 

es of heaven belong tothe Magiſtrate by vertue of his ſu- 

premacy , als wel as the temporall ſword and the Keies of 

his earthly Kingdome : our difference heere tromthe War- 

ner will not( I hope ) be found the greateſt herehie. 

Our laſt challenged principle is, that wee will have all our All the | 
power againſt the Magiſtrat , that is, although hee diflent. 59%< ot 
Anf. Itis anevill comentare that al muſt be againſt the Ma- Church 
giltrate, which is done againſt his conſent : but in Scotland in Scor- 
their is zo ſuch caſe : for all the juriſdiction which the church __ ” __ 
there does enjoy, they have it with the conſent of the _ rr wh 
{trat: all is ratified to them by ſuch actsof Parliament as his Magiftrars 
ws doth not atall controvert. Concerning that odious <Ycnre. 
caſe the Warner intimats, whither in time of perſecutio,when 
the Magiltrat claſsheth with the Church , any Ecclefiaſtick 
diſciplin be then to be exerciſed; himſclfe can better anſwer it 
then we, who withthe aunciert Chriſtians doe think, that 
on all hazards (even of lite) the church may not be diflolved, 
but mult meet in dens and caves and in the wildernes for the 
word and Sacraments and keeping itſelte pure by thedivine 
ordinance of diſcipline. The pre- 

Having da all rhe pernicious practiſes and all the las rather 
wicked DoCtrines, which the Warner layes upon us, Ithink aver 
it needles to infalt upon theſe defenſes which he in his aboun- their 
dant charity brings tor us , but in his owne way, that he owne inte- 
may with the greater advantage impugne them: only Itouch _ . 
one paſſage whereupon he make injurious exclamations : King an& 
chat which Mr.Gileſpie in his theoremes wryts;when the Ma» Þis people 


giſtrate abuſes his power unto TITTY and makes _— in ey 
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ofall, itis lawfull to reſiſt him by ſome extraordinary wayes 
and meanes, which are not ordinarily to bee allowed : ſee 
the principles from which all oar miſeryes and the lofſe of 
our gracious Maſter have flowed. An. Wee muſt heere 
yeeld to the Warner the great equity and neceſſity that every 
doctrine of a Presbyter,Should be charged on the Presbytery 
itſelfe, and that any Presbytezr teaching the lawtulnefle ofa 
Parliaments defenſive armes is tantamont to the Churches 
taking ofarmes againſt the king. Theſe ſmall unconſequen- 
ces wee mult permit the Warner to ſwallow downe without 
any ſtick, however wee doe deny thatthe maxime in hand 
was the fountaine of any our miſeryes, or the cauſe at all of 
the lofſe of our late Soveraigne. Did ever his Majeſtic or any 
of his adviſed counſellers declare it fimply unlawfull tor a 
Parliament , to take armes tor detence in lome extraordinary 
Caſes, however the unhappines of the Canterburian Prelats 
did put his Majeſtie on thefe courſes, which did begin and 
promoteall our miſery, andto the very laſt theſe men were 
{o wicked as to retulſe the loufing of theſe bands which their 
hands had tyed about his mifintormed conſcience, yea to 
this day they will not give their conſent, that his Majeſtie, 

who now is, Should lay afide Epiſcopacy, were it for the gay- 

ning the peaceable pofſefſion of all his three Kingdomes , bur 
are urgers of him night and day to adhzre tothetr errours,up- 

on the hazard of all the miſeries that may come on his perſon, 

on his family and all his people: yet tew of themto this day 

durſt be ſo bold asto print with this Warner , the unlawtul- 

nes of a Parlia:nents armes againſt the Tyranny of a 

Prince in any imaginable caſe, how extraordinary fſoe- 


YCeTr, 
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CHAT T1 1 


The Lawes and cuſtomes of Scotland adnutte of no appeal 
from the generall aſſembly, 


JN this chapter the challenge is, that there areno appeales Appeals 
from the generall Afſembly to the King, as in England Þ veor- 

from the Bishops Courtsto the King in Chauncery , where ,' ,cneratt 

a Commiſſion uſes to be givento delegats, who diſcufſe the aſſembly 

appeales. Anfſ. The warner confiders not the difference Fre.no 

of the Government of the Church of Scotland from that tonal © 

which was in England.what the Parliament is in the State,that then 

the generall aſſembly is in the Church of Scotland : both are 'Vegall 

the higheſt courts in their owne kind. There is no appeale 

any where in moderat Monarchies tothe Kings perſon, but 

to the King in certainelegall courts; as the Warner here con- 

tefleth the appeale from Bishops lyes not, tothe King in his 

perſon , but to the King in his court of Chauncery. As no 

man in Scotland is permitted to appeale in a civil cauſe 

from the Lords of Setfion; much lefle from the Parliament ; 

ſono man in an Ecclefiaftick cauſe is permitted by the verie 

civil Law of Scotland to appeale trom the general aſſembly. 

According to the Scots order & practiſe,the King in perſon or 

clſe by his high Commiſſioner fats als uſually in the generall 

aſſembly,as in Parliament. But though it were not ſo, yer an 

appeale from a generall afſembly to be diſcufled ina Court 

of dclegats, were unbeſeeming and unreaſonable , the one 

Court conſiſting of above two hundred , all choſen men the 

beſt ard moſt able of the Kingdome ; the other but of two or 

three, often of very ſmall a abilities or integrity , who 

yet may he more fitt to decerne in an Ecclefiaſtick cauſe 

then a ſingle Bishop over his officiall , the ordinary truſted - 
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al acts of juriſdiction for the whole dioces. But the Scots 
way of managing Ecclefiaftick caules is a great deale more 
Juſt, ſafe and Satisfactory to any rationall man then that old 
popish order of the English , where all the ſpirituall juriſ- 
diction of the whole dioces was inthe hand of one merce- 
vary officiall without all reliefe from his ſentence,except by 
anappeale, as of old to the pope and his delegats, ſo theratter 
tothe King,though never to be cognoſced-upon by himſelte, 

The but as it was of old by two or three delegats, the weakeſt of 


Churches rep © F 
:uſt ſeveri- all courts , often tor the quality and ever tor the number ot 


ty againlt the judges. 
Montgo- Two inſtances are brought by the Warner to prove the 
4 4b a4 Church of Scotlands ſtopping of appeals trom the generall 
wasap- Aflembly to the King , the caſes ot Montgomery and 4- 
proven by damſon : if the cauſes and events of the named caſes had 
— been wel knowne tothe Warner, as he made this chapter 
parties QAiſproportionally short , ſo readily he might have deleted 
chemſelte, jt al together. Both theſe men were infamous not only in their 
Miniſteriall charges but in'their life & converſation; both 
became ſo inſolentthat contrary to the eſtablished order of 
the Church & Kingdome,being ſuborned by wicked ſtatef- 
men,who inthat day of darknes had wel neer brought ruine 
both to King and country , would needs take upon them the 
office of Arch-Bichops. While the aſſembly was in proces 
with them for their manifold and high miſdeameanors, the 
King was moved by them and their evill patrons , to shew 
his high diſpleaſure againſt the afſemblyes of the Church. 
they tor his Majeſties fatiſfaCtion ſent their Commiſſioners 
and had many conferences;whereby the pride and contempt 
of theſe prelats did ſo encreaſe;that at laſt they drew the ſen- 
rence in upon their own heads : the _ 
after ſome time did acknowledge the equity of the Churc 


procecdings , and profeſſed his contentment their with : 
both 
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both theſe nnhappy men were brought to a humble confeſli- 
on of their crimes,and ſuch fignes of repentance , that both 
after a renunciation of their titulare Bishopriks were read- 
mitted tothe function of the miniſtry,which they had deſer- 
ted. Never any other before or after in Scotlaud did appeale 
from the all aſſembly tothe King : the late excommyu- 
nicat przlats in their declinatour againſt the afſembly of 
Glaſgow , did not appeale as(I remember) tothe King, but 
to another generall aſſembly to bee conſtitute , according 
totheir own Popth and Tyrannical principles, 


CHAT:19, 
Faulty Miniſters in Scotland are leſſe exempted from pu= Tye pride 
michment , then any other men. - f jews 
ly, 


T HE Warner in his fourth Chapter offers to prove, that RD 
the Scottish diſcipline doth exempt Miniſters from pu- did ex- 
nishment for any treaſon or ſedition they can a& intheir *"P* 


their fel 


pulpits. Anf. This — is like the reſt, very falſe. jows from 
The rules of the Church diſcipline in Scotland obliges punisb- 
Churchmen to bee ſubject to punighment , notonly for x _ 
every fault for which any other man is lyable to cenſure, gulrs. 
but ordaines them to bee paunished for ſundrie things, 

which in other men are not at all queſtionable: and whatever 

is cenſurable in any, they appointit tobe much more fo in a 
Miniſter. Ir is very untrue, that the pulpits in Scotland are 
Sanctuaries forany crime, much lefle for the grievous crimes 

of ſedition and treaſon. Let the Warner remember, how 

Short a time it is, fince an Epiſcopall chayre or acanonicall 

coate did priviledge in Englaud and d from all cen- 
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fare either of Church or State,great numbers, who were no. 


ver the Warners companion Bishop Aderton challenged for 
his Sodomy,ſo long as their commune patrone otCanterbury 
did rule the court ? did the warner never heare of a prelate 
very {ibb to Doctour Bramble, who to this day was never cal- 
led to any account for flagrant ſcandalsof ſuch crimes as in 
Scotland are punishable by the gallows * the Warner doth 
not well to inſiſt upon the Scors Clergic exempting them- 
ſelte from civill punishments : no where in the world are 
Churchmen more free of crimes deſerving civil cognifance 
then in Scotland : and ifrthe ears and eyes of the world may 
be truſted, the popish clergy this day in Italy and Spaine are 
not ſo challengeable, as the przlaticall divines in England 
and Ireland lately were for inany grofle misdemeanors. 
The War. Butwhy does the Warners anger run out ſo farre asto the 
ner isinju-. preachers in Holland ? is it becaute he knoweth the Church 
ror val diſciplin in Holland to be really the ſame with that he o 
ers of PUgNES In the Scors , and that all the retormed Churches 
Holland. doe joyne cordially with Scotland in their rejeion of E- 
piſcopacy ? is this a ground for him to ſlander our Brethren 
of Holland ? Is it charity for him a ſtranger to publish to the 
world in print that the miniſters in Holland are ſeditious 
oratours, and that they ſaucily controll the Magittrats in 
their pulpits? Their crim2 ſeemes to be, that for the love of 
Chriſt their maſter,they are zealous in their doCtrin,to prefle 
upon the Magiſtrat as well as upon the people the true prac- 
tile of piety , the ſanCtification of the ſabbath day , the ſup- 
preſſion of hereſy and shiſme, and repentance for the fins of 
the time 8 place wherein they live. This isa crime whereof 
few of the Warners friends were wont to be guilty of: their 
Shamefull filence and flattery was one of the great cauſes of 


all the fins and calamities that have wracked the _ King- 
OICs : 


torioufly knowne to be guilty ofthe touleſt crimes. Was e- 
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domes: the ftreame of their ſermons while the exjoyed the 
pulpit, was to encourage to ſuperſtition: and contempt of 
piety , tofing aſleepe by their ungracious way all, that gave 
care untothem. The man & impatien,t toſeethe Paſtors of 
Holland or any where, to walk in another path then his own, 

and for this cauſe would ſtirre up their Magiftrats againſt 

them : as it was his and his Brethrens cuſtome to ſtirre up the 
Magiftrats of Britan and Ireland to impriſon, banish , and 
heavily vex the moſt zealous ſervants of God , only tor their 

oppohirion to the przlats profanity and errours. The War- 

ner (I hope) has not yet forgotten, how DoCtor Bramble and 

his neighbour Lefly of Down did caſt out ofthe Miniſtry ,and 

made fice out ofthe Kingdome, men moſt eminent for zeale, 

piety and learning , who in a$hort time had done more good 

in the houſe of God , then all the Bishops thatever were in 

Ireland, I meane Maſter Blazre, Maſter Leving ſton , Ma- 

{ter Hamilton, and Maſter Cuningham, and others. 

The Warner needed not to have marked as a ſingularity 
of Geneva, thatthere all the Ecclefiaſticks , que tales , are 
punishable by the Magiltrats for civil crimes ; for wee know 
none of the reformed Churches, who were ever following 
Rome in exeeming the Clergy from ſzcular juriſdiction,ex- 
cept it were the Canterburian Przlats : who indeed did 
Skarre the moſt of Magiftrats from medeling with a canonical 
coat though defiled with drunckenefle , adultery, ſcolding, 
—_ , and other evils, which were too common of late to 
that order. 


But how does hee prove, that the Scots Miniſters exempt The pre-' 
themſelves from civill juriſdiction ? firſt (faith he) by the de- rended de- 


; = Claration 
claration of King James 1 584. Anſ. That declaration of King 


was not from Kivg James, as himſelte did teſtify the yeare - -- 
thereafter under his hand , but from Maſter Patrike Adams ;, 


ſon, who did acknowledge it to bee his owne upon hisdeath 1i 1g libel. 
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bed, and profeſſed his repentance for the lyes and flaunders, 
I his conſcience hee had fraughted that in- 
famous lib 

Though His ſecond proofe is from the ſecond booke ofdiſciptine 
n_ in ChapterT1I, It is abſurd that Commiſſaries haveing no tunc- 
yer ney «x fioninthe Church, should bejudgesto Miniſters ro depoſe 
n Scor- them from their charges. Anſ. Though in England the 
ardhad Commiſſary and officiall was the ordinary judge to depoſe 
' "H on and excommunicat all the Minifters of the Faces , yet 
juriſdicti- the Lawes of Scotland no Commiſſaries had ever any juril- 
Mak. dictionover Miniſters. But though the officialls juriſdition 

' together wit their Lords the Bishops were abolished , yet 

doth it follow from this, that no other juriſdiction remaineth 

whereby Miniſters might be punished either by Church and 

State , according to their demerits? is not this ſtrongly 
reaſoned by the Warner? 

James = wn proofe is the caſe of James CR ; _ had rai- 

tDLOA in pulpit againſt the King , and was only ſuſpended, yca 

abſolved. chemalber m_ ablolved 6 that fault. Raf Uponihe 

by rhe complaint ofthe Chancelor the allzadged words were con- 

g_ demined by the generall aſſembly : but before the mans guil- 

Proccs. Tines of theſe words could bee tryed , hee did abſent 

himſelfe : for which abſence he was preſently ſuſpended from 

his Miniſtry : inthe nixtafſembly he did appeare and clear- 

ed the cn of his abſence to have been juſt feare and no 

contumacy , this hee made appeareto the afſemblyes ſatis- 

faction, but before his proceſle could be brought ro any iflue, 

he fled away to England , where he died a fugitiveneverre- 

ſtored to his chardge , though no tryell of his fault was per- 


fected. . 


—_— The fourth proofe is Mr. Blacke his caſe : heereupon the 


pealefrom Warner makes a long and odious narration. If wee interro- 


rg warns gat him about his ground of all theſe Stories , he can produce 
| no War- 
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no warrant but Spots-woods unprinted book : this is no au- 
chentick regiſter whereupon any underſtanding man can re- 
ly , the writer was a profeſt enemy, to his death, ofthe Scot- 
tishdiſciplin , he ſpent his lifeupon a Story for the diſgrace 
of the Presbytery and the honour of Bishops : no man who 
is acquainted with the life or death of that Author will build 
his beleefe upon his words. This whole narration is abun- 
dantly confuted in the hiſtoricall vindication , when the 
Warner is pleaſed to repeat the challenge from Iflachars 
burden hee ought to have replyed ſomething after three 
yeares adviſement to the printed anſwer. 

The matter (as our regiſters beare) was shortly thus, in the 
yeare 1596 the Popishand malignant faction in King James 
his court grew ſo ſtrong that the countenance of the King 
towards the Church was much changed , and over all the 
Land great fearcs did daily increaſe ofthe overthrow of the 
Church diſcipline eftablished by Law. The Miniſters in 
their pulpits gave free warning thereof, among others Mr, 
Black of Saint Andrews, a moſt gracious and faithful Paſtor, 
| did apply his doctrinetothe fins of thetime ; ſome of his E- 
nemies delated him at Court for words injurious to the Ki 
and Queen : the words hee did deny and all his honeſt hea- 
rers did abſolve him by their teſtimony from theſe calum- 
; nies : of himſelte hee was moſt willing to be tryed tothe ut- 
| termoſt before all the world , but his Brethren finding the 
libelled calumnies to bee only a pretence and the true inten- 
| tionofthe Courtiersthereia was, to ſtop the mouthes of Mi- 
nilters, that the crying fins of the time should no more bee 
reproved inpulpits, they adviſed him to decline the judge- 
ment of tie counſel, and appeale to the generall afſembly , 
as the competent judge according to the word of God and 
the Lawes of Scotland , in the cauſe of docrin ; for the firſt 
ſtance they did never queſtion , but if any thing truely 
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ſeditious had been preached by a Minifter that he for this 
might be called before the civill Magiftrat and accordingly 
punished but that every Miniſter for the application of his 
dofEtrine according to the rules of ſcripture to the fins ofhis 
hearers for their reclaming, should be brought before a ci. 
vill court at the firſt inſtance, they thought it unreaſonable 
and defired the King inthe nixt aſſembly might cognoſce 
upon the _y ſuch a proceding. The Minifters had 
many a conference with his Majeftie upon that ſubject, often 
the matter was brought very neare to an amicable concluſi- 
on , but becauſe the Miniſters refuſed to ſubſcribe a band 
for ſo great a ſilence as the Courr required againſt his Maje- 
fties countenancing of treacherous Papiſts, and favourin 
the enemies of religion, a ſeveer Sentence was A 
notonly againſt Maſter Black , but allo all rhe Minifters of 
Edinburgh. 

In the meane time malcontented States-men did adde oyle 
to the flame , and at the very inſtant while the Miniſters and 
their friends are offering a petition to his Majeſtie , they 
fubborne a villane tocry in one part of the ſtreets the Mini- 
ſtersare ſlain , and in another part of the ſtreets that the King 
was killed : whereupon the People rush all outto the ſtreets 
in theirarmes, and for halfe an howr at moſt were ma tu- 
mult , upon meere ignorance what the tray might be , bur 
without the hurt-of any one man : ſo ſoone as it was found 
that both the King and Miniſters were fate, the people went 
all peaceably to their houſes. This s the very truth of that 
innocent commotion , whereupon the Warner heere and 
his fellowes elſewhere make all their tragedies. None of the 
Miniſtry were either the authors or approvers thereof,though 
diverſe ofthem ſuffered ſore troubles for ut, 
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CHAP. V. 


No Preibyterian ever mtended to excommumcat any ſus 
preame M agiſtrat. 


q 5 HE Warner in his fifth chapter chardges the Scotes for an pant 

ſubjeting the King tothe cenſure-of excommunication |, 
and bringing upon princes all the miſeries which the popes the Pres» 
exCOmmui ications of old wont to bring. upon Anathema- Þyrery 
tiſed Emperours. Anf. It does not become the Warner mc 
and his fellowes to object to any the abuſe of the dreadfull rat ex- 
ſentence of excommunication , no Church inthe world was <ommunte 
ever more guilty of that fault then the przlats of England © 
and hid, did they ever cenſure their own officialls a the 
pronouncing ofthat terrible ſentence moſt profanly againſt 
any they would , had it been for the non-payment of the 
ſmalleſt fummes of mony. As for the Scotes, their doctrine 
and practiſe in the point of excommunication is as confide- 
ratas any other church inthe world, that cenſure in Scot- 
lard is moſt rare andonly in the cafe of obſtinacy in a great 
ſin: what ever be their doctrine in generall with all other 
Chriſtians and as I think with the prelaticall party them- 
ſelves, that the objet of Chriftian doctrine Sacraments and 
diſciplin is one and the ſame, and that no member of Chriſt, 
no fone of the Church , may plead a highnes above admo- 
nitions and Church cenfures, yet I know they neverthought 
it expedient ſo much as to intend any procefle of Church a- 
nimadverſion againſt their Soveraigne. Tothe worlds end 
I hope they s$hal not have againe greater grievances and tru- 
er cauſes of citation from their Princes then they have 
had already. It may be confidently beleeved that they who 
uponſo pregnant occaſions did never ſo muchas intend the 
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beginning of a proceſſe 6 54s their King , can never be 
ſuppoſed in danger of any ſuch proceeding tor time to come. 

ThePrz- How ever , we love not the abuſed ground of the Warners 
lars flatter flattering of Princes totheir owne great hurt : is it ſoindeed 

Princes thatall the ſins of princes are only againſt God, that all 

to their Tata princes are only againſt God, that a 

ruine. Kings arenot only above all lawes of Church and State but 

- when they fall intothe greateſt crimes that the worſt of men 
have ever committed , that even then their fins muſt not bz 
againſt any man or againſt any law ? ſuch Epiſcopall doctrin 
ſpurrs on princes to theſe unhappy precipics, and oppreſſed 
people unto theſe outrages that both fall into mextricable 


Calamuities. 


CHAZ. V L 


It grteves the Pralats that Presbyterians are fatthfull Watch 
men , to aamontsh Princes of thur duty. 


Tos 5 HE fixth Chapter is ſpent on an other crime of the Pres- 
Miniſters bytery; it makes the Presbiters cry to the Magiſtrat for ju- 
OT {tic2 upon capitall offenders. Anſ. What hes Presbytery 
or juſtice, : ; s 
was juſt £0 doe with this matter were it never ſo great an offence : will 
and neceſ- the Warner have all the faults of the przlacicall faction , flow 
lary. from the fountaine of Epiſcopacy ? this unconſequentiall 
reaſoning will not be permitted to men below the degrees of 
Doctors. But was ita very great crime indeed for Miniſters 
to plead the cauſe of the fatherleflſe and widowes , yea the 
cauſe of God their Maſter and to preach unto Magiltrats,that 
according to Scriptures murtherers ought to die , and the . 
Land bee purged from the ſtaine of innocent blood ? when 


che Shamefull impunity of murther made Scotland by 
deadly 
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deadly feuds, in time of peace a feild of warre and blood, was 
it not time for the faithfull ſervants of God to exhort the 
King toexecute juſtice , andtodechare the danger of mot 
frequent pardons drawne from his hand often againſt his 
marr. the importunity and deceitfull information of 
pow ſolicitors , to the great offence of God againſt 
the wholeland, tothe unexpreflible griete and wrong ofthe 
ſuffering party , to the opening alſo of a new floodgate of 
more blood which by h_ revenge in time eaſily might 
have been ſtopped ? Too much pitty in ſparing the wiltull 
shedders of innocent blood ordinarlie proves a = cruel- 
ty , not only towards the diſconſolat —_— who cry 
tothe vicegerents of God the avenger, for juſtice in vaine, 
but alfo towards the ſoule of him who is ſpared and the life 
of _ more who are friends either to the oppreflor or op- 
reſled. 
, As for the named caſe of Huntly let the world judge, Huntlyes 
whether the Miniſters had reaſon vr” Soren give Warning a- "o-om0us 
gainſt that wicked man and his complices. Beſide his apoſ. 7 
racy and after-ſeeming-repentance his frequent relapſes into 
avowed popery , in the eighty eight he banded with the 
King of Spaine to overthrow the religion and government of 
the whole Iland and after pardon , from time to time did 
renew his treaſonable plots for the ruine of Britain: hee did 
commit many murders, hedid invade under the noſe ofthe 
King , the houſe of his Coufinthe Earle of Murray, and moſt 
cruelly murdered that gallant Nobleman , hee appea- 
red with diſplayed Banner agaiaft the King in perſon , he 
killed thereafter many hundreds of the Kings good people, 
when theſe multiplyed outrages did cry up to the God of 
heaven, was is not time for the men of God to cry tothejud- 
ges of the earth to doe their duty , according to the war- 
rant of many Scriptures? what adangerous humour of flat- 
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tery is this in our Przlats , not only to lull aſleep a Prince in 
a moſt ſinfull neglect of his charge , but alſoto cry out upon 
others more faithtull chen themfelves for afſaying to breake 
of their ſlumber by their wholeſome and ſeafouable admo- 
nitions from the word of God ? 
_— a"y The nixt challenge of the Scotes Presbyters is that they 
JE" ; ſpoile the King of his Tythes , firlt fruits , patronage and 
berwixz dependence of his ſubjects. Anfſ. The Warner underſtands 
_ _ not what he writes , the Kings Majeſtie in Scotland never 
Church, had, never craved any firſt fruits: the Church never ſpoi- 
for Tyrhes led the King of any Tyrhes, ſome other men indeed , by 
0 qppenſ the wickednefſe molt of Przlats and their followers , did cou- 
> finboththeKing and the Church of many 'Tythes : bur his 
Majeſtie and the Church had never any controverhe in Scot- 
land about the Tythes: for the King , fo tar as concerned 
himſelte, was ever willing that the Church should enjo 
that which the very act of Parliament acknowledgeth to bee 
her patrimony. Not tor the patronages had the Churh any 
plea with the King : the Chnrch declared often their minde 
of the iniquity of patronages , wherein they never had from 
the King any conſiderable oppoſition , bur from the Nobi- 
lity and gentry the oppoſition was ſo great , that for peace» 
ſake rhe Church was content to let patronages alone, till 
God should make a Parliament lay to heart what was incum- 
bent tor gracious men to doe , for liberating congregations 
trom their {lavery of having Miniſters intruded upon them 
by the violence of Patrones. Which now ar laſt ( blefled 
be God ) according to our mind is performed. As forthe de- 
King pendence of any vaſſals upon the King, it was never que- 
_ * ſtioned by any Presbyterian in Scotland. 
himſ:lſe a Whatis added in the reft of the Chapter , is but a repet1- 
harer of tion of that which went before , to wit, the Presbyters deny- 


Hang ing to the King the ſpirituall goyernment of the Church, 
| and 
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and the power of the keyes of the Kingdome ofheaven: ſuch 
an uſurpation upon the Church, King James declared un- 
der his hand (asat length may be ſeen in the Hiſtoricall vin- 
dication ) to be a finne againſt the Father, Son , and Holy 
Ghoſt , which puts inthe hand of the Magiſtrat the power 
ofpreaching and celebrating the Sacraments : a power which 
fince that time no Magiltrat in Britaine did afſume, and if - 
would have claimed it, none would have more oppoſed, 
then the moſt zealous patrones of Epiſcopacy. The injurious 
inveCtives, which the Warner builds upon this his Eraſtian 
aſſertion, wee paſle them as Caſtles in their aire , which 
muſt fall and evanish for want ofa foundation. Only before 
I leave this Chapter, let che Warner take a good Sentence 
out of the mouth of that wyſe Prince wy James , toteftifie 
yet farther his minde againſt Eraftianiſme. His Majeſtie in 
the yeare 1617 havin g come 1n progrefle to vifat his auncient 
Kingdome of Scotland , and being preſent in perſone at a 
oublick diſputation in Theologie in the Univerfitie of St. 
Andrews , whereofalſo many both Nobles and Church-men 
of both Kingdomes were auditors ; when one of thoſe that 
acteda part inthe diſputation, had aftirmed and went about 
to maintaine this aſſertion thatthe King had power to depoſe 
Miniſters trom their Minifteriall fun&tion. The King him- 
ſelf as abhorring ſuch flatterie, cried out with a loud voice, 
Ego poſſum deponere Miniſtri caput , ſed non poſſum azponere 


ejus officium. 
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The Presbyterie aves not draw from the Magiſtrat any paritte 
of his power by the cheate of any relation. 


JN the ſeventh chapter the Warner would cauſe men be- 
lieve many more of the Presbyteries uſurpations upon the 
H 2 civill 
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The Pres- Civill Magiſtrate. The firſt is that all offences whatſoever 
byreryo- are cognoſcible inthe confiſtory upon the caſe of ſcandals. 
only upon APC. Firſt the Presbyterie makes no offence ar all tocome 
ſcandals, before the _ , but ſcandall alone. Secondly theſe 
andrhatin cjvill offences (the fcandall whercof comes before the Pres- 
his bytery ) are but very few, and a greatdeale fewer than the 
then che Bishops officiall takes notice of m his confiftoriall court. 
oo Fhat capitall crimes paft over by the Magiftrare should bee 
—— —— by the Church, no ſociety of Chriſtians who have 
ro meddle any diſcipline , did ever call mqueſtion. When the ſword 
with. of the Magiſtrat hes fpared a murderer , an adulterer , a 
Blafphemer ; will any ingenuous, either przlaticall orpopish 
divine, admitte of fuch to the holy table without fagnes of 
repentance ? 

The Warners ſecond ufurpation is buta branch ofthe firſt, 
that the Presbyterie drawes directly before it ſelfe the cogni- 
fance of fraud in barganing , falſe meaſures, oppreſſion and 
i the caſe of Minifters, brybing , uſury, fighting , per- 
jury, &c. Anf. Is it then the Warners minde, that the 
notorious ſlander of ſuch grofſe fins does not deſerve fo 
much, as an Ecclefiaftick rebooke ? Shall ſuch perſons with= 
outadmonition be admitted to the holy communion ? Se- 
condly the named caſes of frand in barganing , falſe meaſu- 
res, oppreſſion, come fo rarely before our Church-judica- 
tories that though theſe thirty yeares I have been much con- 
verſant in Presbyteries, yet did I never ſee, nor doe Ire- 
member that everT heard any of theſe three cafes brought 
before any church aſſembly. In the perſone of Miniſters, I 
grant , theſe faults which the canons of the Churchin all 
times and places make the cauſes of deprivation are cog- 
noſced upon in Presbyteries , but with the good liking ' 
am ſure ) ofall both papiftsand p zlats , who themſelves are 


free of ſuch vices, And why did not the Warner put in a- 
mon 
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mong the cauſes of church mens deprivation from office and 
ae , adultery,gluttonny and drunkennes ? are theſe in 
his, &c. which he will not have cognoſcible by the Church 
in the perſons of Bishops and Doctors ? 

The Warners third challenge amounts to an high crime, 
that Presbyterian Miniſters are bold to preach upon theſe 
ſcriptures which ſpeake of the Magiſtrats duty in his office, 
ordare offer toreſolye from ſcripture any doubt, which per- 
plexeth the conſcience of Magiſtrats or people , of Husband 
or Wife , of Maſter or Servant , inthe dilch of their 
Chriſtian duty one to another. W hat ever hath been the 
negligence of the Bishop of Derry, yet Iamſure, all the 
preaching Przlats and DoC&tors of England pretended a 
great care to goe about theſe uncontroverted parts of their 
miniſterial funCtior, and yet without medling with the My- 
ſeries of State , or the depths of any mans particulare vocati- 
on ; much lefſe with the judgement of juriſdiction in politi- 
call or xconomicall cauſes. 


As for the Churches declaration againſt the Late engage- The 


ment; did it not well become them to ſignify their judge- 
ment in ſo great acale of conſcience , eſpecially when the 


Parliament did propone it to them for reſolution , and when late enga- 


they found aconjunction driven on with acleerly malig- 
nant partie , contrary to folemne oathes and covenants, 


unto the evident hazard of —_ and them who had miſtikes. 


I 

been moſt eminent inſtruments of its preſervation ; was it not 
the churches duty to give warning againſt that finfie, and to 

exhortthe ring leaderstherein to repentance 7 
But our Warner muſt needs infiſt upon that unhappy en- 
gagement, and faſten great blame upon the Church tor gi- 
ving any advice about it. Anſ{. Muſt it be Jeſuifitiſme, 
and adrawing of all the civill affaires to the Churches barre 
*n ordine ad Spuritualta, for an aſſembly to give their advice 
in 
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in a moſt eminent and important caſe of conſcence, when 
carneſtly called upon in a multitude of ſupplications from 
the moſt of the Congregations under their Charge; yeawhen 
required by the States of the Kingdome in ſeverall exprefle 
meſtages tor thatend ? Irſeemes, its our Warners concluſ1- 
on, it the Magiſtraz would draw all the Churches in hisju- 
riſdiction toa moſt unlawfull warre, for the advancement 
of the greateſt impiety and unjuſtice poſlible , wherein 
nothing could be expected by all who were engaged there- 
in butthe curſe of God ; ifin this cafe a doubting Natione 
Sliould defire the afſemblies counſel tor the ſtate of their ſou- 
les, orifthe Magiſtrate would put the Church to declare 
what were lawfull- or unlawfull according to the word of 
God, thatit were neceſſary heer for the ſervants of God to 
be altogether ſilent, becauſe indeed warre is fo civill a buſi- 
nes,that nothing in itconcernes the ſoule, and nothing a- 
bout it may be cleered by any light from the word of God. 

The truth is,the Church in their publick papers to the Par- 
liament,declared oftner then once , that they were not a- 
gainſt,but for an engagement, if ſo that Chriſtian and friend- 
ly treaties could not have ebtained reaſon, and allthe good 
people in Scotland were willing enough to have hazarded 
theirlives and eſtates, for vindicating the wrongs done, not 
by the Kingdome of England, but by the ſeCtarian party 
cnere, againlt God the King, covenant and both Kingdo= 
mes : but to the great gricte of their hearts, their hands were 
bound and they forced to fit ſtill, and by the over great 
cunning of ſome, the erroneous mis-perſwaſions of others 
and the rash precipitancy of it , that engagement was ſo 
ſpoiled in the ſtating and mannaging , that the moſt religi- 
ous with peace of conſciznce could not goe along nor en« 
courage any other to take part therein. The Warner touches 


on tlice of their rcafons : but v-/ho will looke upon their __ 
blic 


£FY $35 rs ca _ rn 


(39) 
blick declarations , shall find many more, which with all 

faithfullneſſe were then propounded by the Church, for the 

rectifying of that ation , which, as it ftood in the ftate and 

managment , was cleerly foretold to be exceeding like to 

deſtroy the King and his friends of all forts in all the three 

Kingdomes. The irreparable lofles and unutterable cala- 

mities which quickly did follow at the heeles, the misbe- 

leefe and contempt of the Lords ſervants and the great dan- 
gerreligion is now brought unto in al theſe Kingdomes, hes, 

I ſuppoſe, long agoe brought griefe enough tothe heartof 
them whoſe unadviſed rashnes and intemperate feryour did 
contribute moſt forthe ſpoiling of thar defigne. 

The firſt deſire about that eugagement which the Warner 
givesto us, coiicernes the ſecurity of religion. In all the de- 
bate of that matter, it was aggreed (without queſtion' upon 
all hands , that the Sectarian party deſerved punishment for 
their wicked attempres uponthe Kings perſone, contrary to 
the direCtionsof the Parliamentes of both Kingdomes, and 
thatche King ought to be reſcued out of their hands, and 
brought toone of hishouſes for perfecting the treaty of peace 
which often had been begunne : but here was the queſtion; 
W hither the Parliament and Army of Scotland ought to de- 
Clare their reſolutiones to bring his Majeſtie to London with 
honour, freedome and fatty , before he did promiſe any ſe- 
curity for eſtablishing Religion; The Parliaments of both 
Kingdomes in all their former treaties hadeverprefſed upon 
the King a number of propoſitions to be figned by his Maje- 
{tie 7 at all he came to London: was it then any fault in 
the Church of Scotland to deſfirethe granting but of one of 
theſe propoſitions concerning Religion and the coyenant, 
before the King were brought (by the new hazard of thelives 
and eſtats of all the Scottish nation) to ſit in his Parliament ur 
that honnor and freedome which himſelte did deſire ? There 
L 2 was 
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was no complaint, when many of thirty propoſitions were 
preſſed to be ſigned by his Majeſtie for ſatisfaction and ſecu- 
rity to his people, after ſo great and long deſolations : how 
then is an out-cry made , when all other propoſitions are 
poſtponed , and only one for Religion is ſtuck upon , and 
that not before his Majelſties reſcue and deliverance fromthe 
hands of the ſetaries, but ovly before his bringing to Lon- 
don in honor freedom and fatety * This demande , tothe 
Warner, isacrime, and may be ſotoall of his beleefe, who 
takes it for a high unjuſtice, to reftraine in any King the abſo- 
lute power by any condition : for they doe mantaine that the 
adminiſtration of all things both of Church and ſtate does 
reſide ſo freely and ablolutly in the meere will of a Sove- 
raigne, thatno caſe atany time can fallout , which ought 
to bound that abſolutneſle with any limitation, 

The ſecond particular the Warner pitches upon , is the 
Kings negative voyce; behold how criminous we were inthe 
point ; When ſome ( moſt needleſly) would needs bring 
into debate the Kings negative voyce inthe Parliament of 
England, as one of the royall przrogatives to bee maintai- 
ned by our engagement : it was ſaid, that all diſcourſe of 
that kynde might bee laid aſide as impertinent for us : if any 
debate should chance to fall upon it , the proper place of it 
was, ina free Parliament of England ; that our Lawes did not 
admit ofa negative voyce to theKing in a Parliament of Scot- 
land ; andto prefle it now as a prerogative of all Kings , (be- 
{ides the reflection it might have upon the rights of our 
Kingdowe, ) it might put in the hand of the King a power 
to deny all and every one of theſe things, which the Parlia- 
ments of both Xingdomes had found neceflary for the ſetling 
the peace in all the three dominions. Wee marvail not, that 
the Warner heereshould taxe us of a great errour, ſeeing it 
is the belecte of his faCtion , that every King hath not onely 
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a negative butan abſolute affirmative voyce in all their Par- 
liaments, as ifthey were nothing but their arbitrary coun- 
ſels for toperſwade by their reaſons but not to conclude nor 
impede any thing by their votes; the whole and iotire power 
of making or refuſing Lawes being in the Prince alone , and 
no part of it in the Parliament. 

The Warners third challenge againſt us about the ingage- , 
ment 1s, aSitthe Church had taken upon it torf,Afnate the 
cfficers of the ariny ; andupouthis he makes his inveCtives. 
Anſ. The Church was farre from ſeeking power to nomi- 
nate any one ofhcer : but the matter was thus ; when the 
State did require of them , what in their judgement would 
give ſatisfaction to the people, and what would encourage 
them to goe along inthe ingagement ? one and the laſt parte 
of their anſwer was, that they conceived if a Warreshalbe 
found ueceflarie , much of the peoples encouragement 
would depend upon the qualification of the commanders, to 
whomthe mannaging of that great truſt should be commit- 
ted : for after the right ſtating of the Warre , the nixt would 
be the carying on of it by ſuch men who had given coaſtante 
proofe of their integrity. To pur all the power of the King- 
dome in their hande, whoſe by paſt miſcariadges had jgiven 
juſt occaſion to ſuſpect their defignes and firmenefſeto the 
intereſt of God before their owne or any other mans, would 
fill the hearts of the people with jealoufies and feares , and 
how wholſome an advice this was, experience hath now too 
cleerly d:monftrate. 

To make the world know our further refolutiones to medle 
with civile affaires, the Warner ispleaſed to bring outa- 
gainſt us above 80 yeares old ſtories, and all the ſtuffe which 
our malicious enemy Spotſe wood can furnish to him: from 
this good author he alledges that our Church diſcharged 
mercnants to traffique with Spaine , and commanded the 
K change 
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change of the mercat dayes in Edenbergh. Anf. Both 
thete calummnies are taken of at length in the Hiſtoricall Vin- 
dication. After the Spansh invaſion of the yeare eighty 
cight, many in Scotland kept correſpondence with Sparne 
tor treacherous defignes : the Inquifttors did feduce ſome, 
ard perſecute others of our merchants in their trathque , the 
Church did deale with his Majeſtie to interceed with the Spa- 
ntsh King for more liberty to our country men in their tra- 
ding:andin the meane time while an anſwer was returned 
from Maarile , they advertiſed the people -to be warry, 
how they hazarded their ſoules for any worldly gaine which 
they could find about the inquitſicors teer. 

As forthe mercat dayes, Igrante, it wasa great griefe to 
the Church, to ſee the fabbath day protaned by handy la 
bour and journeying , by occaſion of the munday-mercats 
inthe molt of the great tounes : tor remedie heerot , many 
ſupplications have been made by the Afſembly to the Par- 
liament : but ſo long as our Bishops ſatte there, theſe pett- 
tiones of the Church were alwayes eluded: for the przlats 
tabour in the whole land was to have the ſunday no Sab- 
bath, and to procure by their DoCtrine and —_— the 
profanation of that day by all forts of playes, to the end 
people might be brought back to their old licentiouſnes and 
1gnorance, by which the Epiſcopall Kingdome was advan 
ced. It was vihible in Scotland, that the molt eminent Bi- 
chops were uſual players on the Sabbath ,- even in time of 
divine ſervice. And lo foone as they were calt out of the Par- 
tiament , the Churches ſupplications were granted , and 
acts obtained for the caretull ſanCtification of the Lords day, 
and removing of the mercats inall the land from the Mun- 
day to other daycs of the weck. 

The Warners nixt challenge ofour uſurpation is, the aſ- 
kmbly at Edinburgh 1 567 their ratitying of a&ts of Parlia- 
ment. 
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ment , and ſummoning of all the country to appeare at the The 
nixtafſembly. Anſ. Ifthe Warner had knowne the hiſto- C_ 
ry of thattime , he would have choyſed rather to have omit= (ty ofthe 
ted this challenge,then to have proclaimed to the world the infant 
great or of his own heart; at that time the condition an mans 
of the Church and Kingdome of Scotland was lamentable , concur. 
the Queen was declared for popery , King James'sF ather renceof 
was cruelly without any cauſe murthered by the Earle of —— 
Bothwell; King James himſeltfe in his infancy was very neare gig cal an 
to have been deſtroyed by the murtherer of his Father, there extraordi- 
was no other way conceivable of ſaftie for Religion for the [79 meet 
infant King , for the Kingdome , but that the Proteſtantes * | 
Should joine together for the defence of King James againſt 

cheſe popish murtherers. For this end the generall aflembly 

did crave conference ofthe ſecrete counſel : and they with 

mutual adviſe did call for a meeting of rhe whole Proteſtant 

party : which did conveen at the time appointed moſt fre- 

quently in an extraordivary and mixed aflembly of all the 
conſiderable perſons of the Religion , Earles, Lords, Bar- 

rons, Gentlemen, Burgefles and Miniſters, and fubſcribed 

a bond for the revenge of King Henryes death , and the de- 

tence of King [ames hislite : This mixed and extrtaordina 

aſſembly made it one of the chiete articles in their bond to de- 

tend theſe Actes ofthe Parliament r 5 6 o concerning religi- 

on, and toendeavour the ratification ofthem in the nixt en. 

ſuing Parliament. As for the aſſemblies letter to their 
Brethren for ſo frequent a meeting at the nixt extraordinary 

aſſembly , it had the authority ofthe ſecret counſel; it was 

imatime ot the greateſt neceſſity , when the Religion and . 
liberties of the land were in evident bazard from the po- 

tent and wicked counſels of the popish party , both at home 

and abroad ; when the lite ofthe young King was daily mm vi- 


able danger from the hands of them who had murthered his 
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Father, and ravished his Mother. Lefle could not have 
been done 11 fuch a juncture of time by men of wiſedom and 
courage, who had any love to their Religion , Kingand 
country : but therefolution ofour prelars is to the contrary, 
when a moſt wicked villaine had obtained the conniv ance 
of a Queen to kill her husband , and to make way for the 
killing of her Son in his Cradle, and afterthefſe murders to 
draw a nation & Church trom the true Religion , eftablished 
by Law, into popery ; and a free Kingdome to an illegal] 
Tyranny ; in this caſe there may be no meeting, either of 
Churchor Sate, to provide remedies againi(t fuch extraor- 
dinary miſchictes. Beleeve it, the Scotes were never ofthis 
OP1NION, 
By the What is fubjoined in the nixt paragraph of our Churches 
= diy preſumprion to abolish aCts of Parliament; is but a repeti- 
of Scor= tion of what is ſpoken betore. Not only the lawes of Scotland 
land the but equity and neceſlity referres the ordinary reformation of 
Afſembly errours and abuſesin Religion to the Ecclefſiafticall afſem- 
przcieds ' , 
the Par= blies: what they find wrong in the Church, though ratified 
liament in by acts of Parliament , they rectify it from the word of God, 
near and thereafter by petition obtaines their reCtification to be 
Ecclefias- ratifyed in a following Parliament, and all former acts to 
rical abu- the contrary to be annulled. This is the ordinary Methode 
we. of proczedivg in Scotland and ( as I take it ) inall other States 
and Kingdomes. Were Chriſtians of old hindred to leave 
paganisme and embrace the Goſpell, till the emperiall la- 
wes for paganisme and againſt Chriſtianity were revoked? 
did the cecumenicall and National Synods of the auncicnts 
ſtay their reformation of herefies and corruptions in reli- 
gioa, tillthelawes of State ( which did countenance theſc 
errors) were cancelled * Was not popery in Germany France 
and Britarne fo firmely eftablished , as civil lawes could doe 


t 2 Itſeems, the Warner heer does joyne with his Brother 
Iſſachar 
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I7achar, to proclaime all our Reformers in Britatmme France 
and Germany , to be Rebells for daring by their preachings 
and Aſſemblies to change theſe things , which by a&ts of 
Parliaments had been approven, before new Parliaments 
had allowed of their reformation. Neverthelefle this plea is 
toolishly intended againſt us, for the Miniſters proteſtation 
againſt the acts of Parliament r 5 8 4, eſtablishing ( in that 
houre of darknes) iniquity by alaw, and agaivſt the acts of 
the Afſemblyof Glasgow declaring the uplawfulnefle of Bi- 
Shopsand ceremonies; which ſome Parliaments upon Epil- 
copall mis-information had approven : both theſe actionsof 
the Church were according to former Lawes and were rati- 
fied afterward by acts of Parliament yet ſtanding in force 
which tor the Warner / a privatman ,; and a ſtranger ) to 
challenge , is to contemne much more grosſly the law, 
then they doe, whom here he is accuſing of that crime. 


By the nixt Story the Warner will gaine nothing, when The 


the true caſe of it is knowne. In King James minority , one 
O__ Tames Stuart did ſo farre prevail upon the tender 
and unexperienced yeares of the Prince , as to ſteale his 
countenance unto acts of the greateſt oppreſlion ; fo farre 
that James Hamelton Earle of Arran ( the nixtto the Kin 
in blood, in his health a moſt gallant Prince , and —_ 
zealous profeflor ofthe true Religion ) in time of his fick- 
nes , when he was not capable to commit any crime againft 
the State, was notwithſtanding ſpoiled of all his livelyhood 
and liberty : his Lands and honour with the dignity of high 
Chancelor of Scotland were conferred on that very wicked 
Tyrant Captain James, a number of the beſt affected and 
prime nobility impatient of ſuch unheard-of oppreſſiones, 
with meere boaſts and no violence at the road of Ruthven 
chaſed away that unhappy chancelor from the Kings perſo- 
ne , this his Majeſtie for the time profeſſed to take in ſo good 
L part 
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partthat under his hand hedid allow it for good ſervice, in 
his letters to the moſt of the Neighbour princes : he dealt 
alſo with the ſecrete counſel and the chiete judicatories of 
theland, and obtained fromthem the approbation of that 
act of the Lords as convenient and laudable , promiſing 
likewiſe to ratify it in the nixt enſuing Parliament, When 
the Lords for their more abundante cleering required the 
Aſſemblies declaration there upon , the Miniſters declined 
to medle at all with the caſe ; but the Kings Majeſtic fent his 
Commiſſioners to the Afermbly , entreating them withall 
earneſtnefle to declare their good liking of that aCtion, 
which he affured them was for his good, and the good both 
ofthe Church and Kingdome: for their obedience to the 
Kings importunity they are heer railed upon by the wiſe 
Warner. It is true, Captaine James $shortly after creept in 
againe into Court, and obtained a ſever revenge againſt 
the authors of that aCtion , before a Parliament could fit to 
approve it, but withia a tew monthes the ſame Lords with 
ſore more did at S$?trivel:ng chaſe againe that evill man from 
the Court : whither he never more returned, and this their 
ation was ratified in the nxt Parliament, and fo ſtandsto 
this day unqueſtioned by any bur ſuch asthe Warner, eicher 
out of ignorance or malice. 

Theinte- Tam weary to follow the Warner in all his wandrings; at 

rett of the the nixt loupe he jumps from the 1584 tothe 1648 , skip- 

Cy pingover inamoment 64 yeares, 'The articles of Strzve- 

ofScor= ling mentions that the promoving of the worke of Refor- 

land,tnthe mation 1n England and Ireland, bee referred tothe generall 

"of afſembly, uponthis our triend does diſcharge a flood of his 

England, Choler : allthe matter of his impatience heere is, that Scot- 
land when by fraud they had been long allured , and at laſt 
by open violence invaded by the English Praclats , that they 
might take on the yock of all their corruptions , they wer? 

contented 
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contented at the earneſt defire of both the houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and all the wel-affected in England, to affift their 
Brethren , to purge out the leaven of Epiſcopacy , and the 
Service book with all the reſt of the old corruprions of the 
English and Irich Churches ; with the mannaging of this 
ſo great and good an Ecclefiaſtick worke , the Parliament 
of Scotland did intruft the generall aflembly. No mervaile 
that Dottor Bramble a zealous lover of all the Arminianiſme, 
Popery and Tyranny , of which his great patron Dottor Laae 
ſtands convicted yet without an anſwer to have been brin- 
ging in upon the three nations, should bee angry at the dif- 
coverers and diſ-appointers of that moſt pious work as they 
wont to ſtyle it ? 


What heere the Warner repeats, it is anſwered before, The vio- 
as for the two Storyes in his concluſion , which he takes out {** ap; 


of his falſe Author Spots-wood , adding his owne large am- 5 


plifications; I conceive, there needs no more to be ſaid to Prieſts in 


the firſt , but that ſome of Fohn Knocks zealous hearers un- 
derſtanding ofa Maſſe-Prieſt at their very fide committing 


of idola- 


idolatry contrary tothe Lawes, did with violence break in ved by the 
upon him and ſeaſe upon his perſon and Maſſe-cloathes, that V*- 


they might preſent him to the ordinary Magilſtrat to receave 
Juſtice according tothe Law ; This act the Warner wil have 
to be a huge rebellion, not only in the aftors, but alſo in 
Tohn Knocks , who was not ſo much as preſent therear. 
What firſt he ſpeaks of the Afemblies convocating the 
people in armes to be preſent at the tryall of the popish Lords 
and their avowing of that their deedto the King in his face 
we mult be pardoned to miſtruſt the Warner heerin upon 
his bare word without the releefe of ſome witnes, and that 
a more faithfull one then his Brother in evill,Mr. Spotswood, 
whom yet heere he does not profeſſe to cite. Againſt theſe 
Popish Lords after their wary treaſons and bloody murders 
L9 of 
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ofthe lieges, the King himſelfe at laſt was forced toarme 
the people; but that the generall aflembly did call any unto 
_ we requirethe Warners proofe that we may give it an 
anſwer. 


CHAP. VIIL 
The chiefe of the Pralats agree with the Presbyterians about 
the atyine right of Church diſcipline. 


JT HE Warners challenge in this chapter is that we man- 

taine our diſcipline by a [ure divino, and for this he ſp2- 

wes out upon usa fea of ſuch rhetorick , as much better be- 

leemed. Anſ. Mercurizs Aulicus theneither a Warner or 

a przlate. In this challenge he is as unhappy as in the reſt, 

It is for a matter wherein the moſt of his owne Brethren 

( though our Adverſaries ) yet fully agree with us thatthe 

eres diſcipline of the Church is truely by divine right, and that 

Przlatical J<ſus Chriſt holds out in ſcripture the ſubſtantials of that 

Eraſtian Governement whereby he will have his houſe to be ruled to 

__ the worlds end ; leaving the circumſtantials to be determi- 

Qed by  _nedbythe judicatories of the Church according to the ge- 

their owne nerall rules, which are clear alſo inthe word for matters of 

panes that nature. In this neither Papiſts nor the learndeſt of the 

"eKin» Prelats find any fault with us; yet our Warner mult ſpend a 
ro lay ali- whole Chapterupon ir. 

dc — It istrue as we obſerved before the elder Prezlats of Eng- 

Pn the land in Edwards & Elizabeths dayes,as the Eraſtians now, did 

Pracbyte- mantaine that no particular Governement of the Church 

. 2=—ry was jure divino, and it this be the Warners mind , it were 

ingenuity in him to ſpeake it out lond, and to endeavour 

to 


ONS. 
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ro perſwade his friends about the King of the truth of this te- 
net, he was never i about a and more ſeaſo- 
nable ſervice : for if the diſcipline of the Church be but hu- 
mano jure then Epi is keeped uv noconſcience, 
conſcience rs pm, only 4 right,ſo Epiſ- 
copacy wanting that bottom may well be laid afide at this 
time by the King for any thing that concernes conſcience 
fince no command of God nor warrant from ſcripture tyes 
him to keep-it up. This truely ſeemes to be the maine ground 
whereupon the whole diſcourſe of this Chapter is builded. 1s 
it tolerable that ſuch truthes should be concealed by our 
Warvers againſt their conſcience , when the ſpeaking of 
them out might be ſo advantagious tothe King and all his 
Kingdomes , how ever wee with all the reformed Churches 
na ER in our heart the divine right of Synods and Preſ- 
byteries, and forno poſlible inconvenient can be forced to 
deny or paſſe from this part of truth, yetthe Warner heere 
joynes withthe elder Przlats who till Warner — ad- 
vancement tothe ſea of Canterburry did unanimoully deny 
Epiſcopacy to be of divine right, and by conſequent affir- 
med.-itto be moveable , and ſo lawtull to be laid _ 
princes, when ſo ever they found it expedient for their af- 
tairesto be quyte of it, why does not the warner and his 
Brethren ſpeake plainly their thoughts ia his Majeſties eares? 
why do they longer difſemble rheir conſcience, only for 
the fatisfaction of their ambition , greed, and revenge * 
ſ{undry of the Przlaticall divines come yet further to joyne 
fully with Eraſtus in denying not only Epiſcopacy and all 
other particular formes of Church government to be of di- 
vine iaftitution , but in avowing that no governement inthe 
Church ar all isto be imagined, but ſuch as isa partof the 
civill powerof the Magiftrat. The Warner in the Chapter 
and in diverſe other parts of his booke feces to agree with 
| M this 
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this judgmeut : and upon this ground if he had ingenuity he 
would offer his helping hand to untie the bounds of the Kings 
conſcience, if heere it were ſtraytened , by demonſtrating 
from this his principle , that very ſat-ly without any offence 
to God and nothing doubting tor conſcience ſake , his 
Majeſtie might lay aſide Epilcopacy and ſet up the Presby- 
tery ſo fully as is required in all his dominions though not 
upon a divine right which the Presbyterians beleeve, yet 
upon Eraſtus royall right which the Warner here and elſe- 
where avoucies. 

W hat the Warner puts hcere again upon the Presbyterie, 
the uſurpation of the temporall ſword in what indireC rela- 
tion ſo ever , its probation in the former chapter was found 
ſoweake and raughty , that the repetition of 1t is for no ule : 
only wee marke that the Warner will have the Presbitery to 
be an abſolute papacy , tor noother purpole but to vent his 
deſire of revenge againſt the Presbyterians , who gave ina 
challenge againtt the Prelats , eſpecially the late Canterbu- 
rians, ainong whom Doctor Bramble was one of ſome note, 
to which none of them have returned to this howre an an= 
{wer ; that their principles unavoidably did bring backe the 
pope. Fora Patriarch over all the weſterne Churches, and 
among all the Patriarches of the whole Catholick Church a 
primacy inthe Roman , flowes cleerly out of the fountaine 
of Epiſcopacy , according to the avowed doCFtrine of the En- 
glish prelats : who yet are more liberall to the pope in gran- 
ting him beſide his ſpirituall ſuper-inſpeCtion of the whole 
Catholick Church, all his tzm pow juriſdictions alfo in the 
patrimony of Sf. Peter, and all his other faire principalities 
within and without Italy. There is no ceremony in Rome 
that theſe men ſtick upon : for of all the ſuperſtitious and 
:dolatrous ceremonies of Rome , their images and altars 
andadorations betore them are incomparably the worlt ; * 
LC 
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the Warners friends without any recantation we have heard 
of, avowthem all; even an adoration of and to the aitar it 
ſelfe. As for the doctrines of Rome what points are worſe 
then theſe which that party have avowed 1n expreſle tear- 
mes , a corporall preſence of Chriſts body upon the Altar 
the Tridentine juſtification , free-will , finall apoftacy of 
the Saints : when noother thing can be anſwered to this our 
ſore challenge, it is good to put us off with a Squtb that the 
Presbyterie 1s as abſolute papacy as ever was in Xome. 

The Presbyterian poſition which the Warner heere offers 
not to diſpute but to laugh at , that Chriſt as King of his 
Church according to his royall othce and Scepter hes ap- 
pointed the office. bearers and lawes of the houſe , is accorded 
to by the moſt and sharpeſt ofour adverſaries , whether En- 
glich or Romich , astheir owne tenet : howbeit ſuch foolish 
conſequences, thatall aCts ot Synods mult be Chriſts Lawes, 
&c. neither they nor wee doe acknowledge. 


His declamations againſt the novelty of the Presbyterie in The Prz- 


the ordinary ſtile ofthe eſuites againſt Proteſtants , and of 


lats pro- 
feſſe now 


the pagan Philoſophers againſt the Chriſtians of old , who a willing- 
will regarde:our plea tor the Przsbyterie is, that it is {Criptu- 25 ro a- 


rall ; it ſo; it is auncient enough : it not; let it be abolished. 


olish ar 
ealt three 


But it were good , that heer alſothe Warner and his friends parts of 
would be ingenuous, to ſpeake out their minds of Epiſcopa- tbe former 


cy. Why havethey all ſolong deceived the King , inafſu- js 


rivg him that English Episcopacy was wel warranted both 
by Scripture and antiquity. Beit ſo ( which yetis very falſe j 
that ſomething of a Bishop diſtinct trom a Presbyter had an 
tooting in Scripture , yet can they be ſo impudent, as to af 
firme , that an English Bishop in his very flesh and blood, in 
his ſubſtantiall limbswas ever knowne in the World till the 
pope was become Antichriſt 2 A Bishop by virtue of his of- 
fice a Lord in Parliament , voycing in all acts of State, and 
M 2 eXCrCl- 
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exerciſing the place of a high Theſaurer, of a Chancelor , or 
what ever civill charge the fayourof a Prince did put upon 
him ; a Bishop with ſole power of ordination and juriſdicti- 
on , without any Presbytery ; a Bishop exerciſing no ju- 
riſdiction himſelf. in any part of hisdioces, butdevolving 
the exerciſe ofthat power wholly upon his officials & Com- 
miffaries ; a Bishop ordaining Presbyrers himfelte alone, or 
with the fashionall affiftance of any two Presbyters , who 
chauncetobe neare ; a Bishop the onlyPaſtor of the whole 
dioces, and yet not bound to feed any flock, either by word 
or Sacrament , or governement , but having a tree liberty 
todevolve all that ſervice npon others, and himſeltto wayte 
at court ſo many yearesas he shall think fir. This is our En- 
glish Bishop not only in practiſe but in law , and ſo was hee 
detended by the great diſputants for prelacy in England. 

The porri- But now let the Warner ſpeake out, if any ſuch treafure 

on ofEpiſ- can more be defended or was ever knowne in ſcripture, or 

-4 5.1, ſeen in any Chriftian Church for 800. yeares and above,at- 

is ſtuck ro, ter the death of Chriſt. I rake it indeed, to be conſcience, 

cannor be that forces now at laſt the beft of our Court-divines to deveſt 
keprup their Bishop of all civill imployment in Parliament courtor 
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Kingdome, in denying his folitarines in ordination , 1n re- 
moving his ofticiall and Commiſlary courts, intaking away 
all his arches , Arch - Bishops , Arch - Deacons , deane 


and Chapter and all the , &c. im erecting Presbyteries for 
all ordinations and fpiriteall jurisdiction. It is good that 
conſcience moves our Aeon at laſt to come this farre 
towards us:butwhy will chey not yet come nearer,toackpnow- 
ledge that by theſe their to lately recanted errours they 
did to long trouble the world; and that the little which yet 
they defire to keepeof a Bishop is nothing lefle then that 
English Bishop but a new creature of their own deviſing ne- 
verknown in England which his Majeſtie in no honnour 1s 
obliged 


icience, 
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obliged to mantaine for any reſpect either to the lawes or 
cuſtomes of England , and leaſt ofall, tor conſcience ? 


W hile the W arner with ſuch confidence avowes , that no The ſmal- 


rext of Scripture can be w9ss a againſt Fpiſcopacy, 


leſt porti- 
on of the 


which may not with more reaſon be applyed againſtthe mot mos - 
Presbytery ; behold I offer him here ſome tew , caſting them derar E- 


in a couple of arguments, which according to his great pro- 
miſes,l wish , he would anſwer at his leaſure. 


pilcopacy 
IS Contrary 
tOICTHP= 


Firſt I doe reaſon from Epheſians 4. 11 : all the officers ture. 
chat Chriſt has appointed in his Church forthe Miniſtry of 64. 4kONx- 


the word , are either Apoſtles, Evangeliſts , Prophets, 
Paſtors or Doctors : but Bishops are none of theſe tyve : Ergo 
they are none of the officers appointed by Chrilt tor the Mi- 
niſtry of the word, The Major is not wonte to be queltio- 
ned : the minor thus I prove; Bishops are not Apoſtles , E- 
vangeliſts, nor prophets: tor its contefſed, all theſe were 
extraordinary and temporary officers : but Bishops (ſay yow) 
are ordivary and perpetuall : our adverſaries pitch upon the 
fourth, allcadging the Epiſcopall office to be paſtorall ; but 
I prove the Bishop no Paſtor thus ; no Paſtor is ſuperior to 0+ 
ther Paſtors in any ſpirituall power: but according to our ad- 
verſary,a Bishop 1s ſuperior to all the Paſtors of his dioces in 
the power ot ordination and juriſdiction. Ergo . The doubt 
heer is only of the Major, which I prove Argumento & pari- 
bus : no Apoſtle is ſuperior to an Apoſtle , nor an Evange- 
liſts to an Evangeliſt , nor prophet to a prophet nor a Doc- 
tour to a Doctourin any ſpirituall power according to ſcrip- 
ture. 89 no Paſtor to a Paſtor. Againe I reaſon from 
1. Tim: 4.14. Math: 18. 15. 1. Cor. 5.4. 12.13, What takstne 
power of ordination and urisdiction from Bisops,deſtroyes 
Bishops : as the remorall ofthe foule kills the man, and the 
denyall ofthe forme takes away the ſubject ; ſo the power of 
ordination and juriſdiction the efſentiall torme, whereby the 
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Bishop is conſtitute and diſtinguished from the Presbyter 
and every other Church officer, being removed trom him, 
amuvE.: neg? he mult perish: but thequoted places take away cleerly thele 
powers from the Bishop: for the firſt putsthe power of or- 
dinztion inth e Presbytery, anda Bishop ts not a Presbytery; 
the ſecord puts the power of juriſdiction in the Church; and 
the third in a company of men which meet together: but the 
Bishop is notthe Church nor a company of men mer toge- 
ther : tor thefe be many, and he is but one perſone. 
= *.- Whenthe Doctors learning hes ſatished us in theſe two, 
6 weld" 1 he shall reccave more {cripturall arguments againſt Epilco- 
Ye, ble wo, an- PAC. But why doe wee expect anſwers from theſe men, 
fer their when after ſolong time(tor all their boaſts of learning and 
,oppols. their viſible leaſure) noaec of their party hes hade the cou- 
rage, toofter one word of anſwer to the Scriptures and Fa- 
thers, which 1n great plenty Mr. Parker and Mr. D:doclave 
of old, and of late that miracle of learning molt noble So- 
mais , and that Magazin of antiquity Mr. Blonael have prin- 
ted againſt them ? 

What in the end of the Chapter the Warner addes of our 
trouble at King James his fittie and five queſtions 1596, and 
ot our ycelding the bucklers without any oppoſition till the 
late unhappy troubles; we anſwer that in this as every where 
elſe the Warner proclaines his great and certaine knowledge 
ofour Eccleſiaſtick ſtory : the troubles of the Scots divines 
at thattzime were very {mall, forthe matter of theſequeſti- 
ons, all whichthey didanſwer fo roundly, that ther was no 
more ſpeach of them theratter by the propounders: butthe 
manner and time of theſe queſtions did indeed perple% good 
men , to ſce Eraſtian and Prelaticall counſellors fo farr to 
prevaile with our King, asto make him by captious queſti- 
ans carpe at theſe parts ot Church-diſcipline , which by ſta- 
tuts of Parliament and aCtsof Aflemblyes were fully eſtabli- 
:hed Our 


(ss) 


Our Church atthattime was far from yeelding to Epiſco- Prelzey 
Pacy : great trouble indeed by ſome wicked States-men was 45 ver 


then brought upon the perſones of the moſt able and faithfull 


Muutſters , butoar land was fo far from receiving of Bishops land. 


at that time , that the queſtion was not ſo much as propoſed 
tothem for many yeares thereafter, it was in Any. 1606 that 
the English Preiats did movethe King by great violence to 
calt many ofthe beſt and moft learned Preachers of Scotland 
out of t!:eir charges, and in Ann. 1610 , thata kind of Fpiſ- 
copacy was ſetup inthe corrupt aſſembly of Ghſgow; under 
which the Church of Scotland did heavily groane till the 
yeare 1637 , when their burdens was ſo much increaſed by 
the Erglish prelaticall Tax-maſters , that all was shaken of 
together, and divine juſtice did ſo clolly tollow at the heeles, 
that opprefling przlacy of England as to the great joy of the 
tong opprefled Scotes , that evill root and all its branches 
was calt out of Britaine , where wee truſt, noshadow of it 
Shail ever againe be ſeen. 


C:45-A ©: $3; 
The Common=-wealth is no monſter , when God is made So+« 


verarrne , and therr commands of men are ſubordina- 


ted to the clear will of God. 


H Avingcleeredthe vanity oftheſe calumnious challenges, 
wherewith the Warner did animate the King and all 
Magiſtrates againſt the Presbyterians, let us try ifhisskill be 
any greater , to inflame the people againſt it. Hee would 
make tie World belceve that the Presbyterians are great 
tranfſubltantiatars of whole Common-wealths into beaſts, 
N 2 and 
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and Metamorphoſers of whole Kingdomes of men y into Ser- 

ents with two heads ; how great and monſtrous a Serpent 
muſt the Presbytery be , whenshee 15 the Mother of a Dragon 
withtwo heads. Bur it is good, thatshe has nothing to doe 
with the Procreation of the Dragon w ith ſeven heads, the 
great Antichriſt, the Popeot Rome: this honour muſt bee 
letrto Epiſcopacy : the Presbytery muſt not pretend to any 
chare 1n it. 

The Warners ground tor his pretty fimilitude js , that the 
Presby tcriar's 1. ake two Sov eraignities in every Chriſtian 
State , whole commands are contrary. An. All theevill 
lyethia the contrariety ot the commands : as for the double 
Soveraignity , ther is no shewot truthin it : torthe Pres- 
byterians cannot bee guilty of coordinating two Soveraigh- 
ties 1n one State , though the Prelats may wel be ouilry Yo 
that fault ; fince they with there Maſters w, Rome mantaine 
atrue hicrarchic , a Spirituall Lord-ship , a domiration and 
principality in their Bishops above all the members of the 
Church, but the Presbyterians know no «pn, no dominion, 
no Soveranity in Church ofhcers, but a meer miniſtry un- 
der Chriſt. Asfor the contrariety of commards, its true : 
Chriſts Miniſters muſt publish all the commands ot their So- 
veraigne Lc1d, whereunto uo command of any temporall 
Prince needs or ought to be contrary ; but it it fall out to bee 
ſo, itisnotthe Presbytery ; but the holy Scriptures, which 
command rather to obey Godthen man. Dare the Warner 
heere oppoſe the Presbyterians? dare he mantaine a ſubordi- 
nation of the Church to the State in fuch a tashion, that the 
clcer commands of God published by the Church ought to 
give place to the contrary commands of the State ?. if the 
Warner mult needs invert and contradict Chrift ruling of 
this caſe, let Rim goe ON to preach doctrine point blank to 


the Apoltles , that it is better to obey men then God. It falls 
Our 
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out as rarelt in Scotland as any where in the world , that the 
Church and State run contrary wayes; but if ſoit happen, 
the commune rules of humane direCtion towards right and 
wrong judgement muſt be followed: ita man find either the 
Church orthe State or both command what he knowes to be 
wrong (tor neither the one nor the other hath any infallibi- 
lity) their is no doubt but either or both may be diſobeyed, 
yet with this difference, that for diſobedience to the Churches 
molt juſt commands, a man can not fall under the ſmalleſt 
temporall inconvenient without the States good pleaſure, 
but tor lus diſobedience to the moſt unjuſt commands of the 
State he mult ſuffer what ever punishment the law does in- 
flict without any releefe from the Church. 

Two inſtances are brought by the Warner, of the Church 
and States contrary commands: the firſt the King comman- 
ded Edenburgh to feaſt the frensh Ambaſſadours, but the 
Church commanded Edenburghto faſt that day when the 
King deſired them to feaſt. Anſ. Heer were no fo contra- 
ry commands , but both were obeyed, the people did kepe 
the humiliation , and ſomeof the Magiſtrats that ſame day 
did give the banquet to the frensh Ambaſladours as the King 
commanded ; that for this any Church cenſure was inten- 
ded againſt them it is a malitious calumny, according to the 
author of this fable his owne confeſſion, as at length may be 
ſeenin the unloading of Iflachars burden. 

As for his ſecond inſtance, the difference of the Church 
and State about the late ingagement we have ſpoken to it in 
the former chapter at length : the furtheſt the Church went 
was by humble petitions and remonftrances to ſet before the 
Parliamentthe great danger , whichthat ingagement ( as it 
was ftated and ——_ ) did portentto religion, the Kings 
Perſon & whole Kingdom, when contrary to their whole ſome 


advices the ingagement went on, they medled not tooppoſe 
the 


The War- 
ner iS ful 
of calum= 
mous un- 
truths. 
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the act of State further then todeclare their judg#ment of its 
unlawtulnefſe , according to the duty of taithfull watch- 
men Ez24. 33. Ir is very falſe that the Church has chaſed 
any man out ofthe country,or excommunicated any for fol- 
lowing that engagement , or have put any man to fack- 
cloath tor it, unto his day. Neither did ever any man call 
the freedome ofthe late Parliament in queſtion , how unſa- 
tisfied ſoever many were with its proceedings. 

When the Warner heapes up ſo many untruths in a few 
lines, inthings done but yeſterday before the eyes of thou- 
ſands, we shall not wonder of is venturing to lye confident. 
ly in things paſt long before any now living were borne : but 
thereare a generation of men who are bold to ſpeake what 
makes for their end upon the hope that tew wil be at the pains, 
to bring back what hes flowne from their teeth tothe touch- 
ſtone of any ſolide tryall. 


CHAT. 2. 


The Nature of the Preſbytrie 1s wery concordant with Par- 
haments. 


N the tenth chapter the Warner undertakes to shew the 

antipathy of Presbytertes to Parliaments; albeit there bee 
no greater harmony poſſble betwixt any two bodies , then 
b-rwixt a generall afſembly and Parliament , a Presbyteric 
and an inferior civill court, ifeither the conſtitution or end 
or dayly praCtiſe of theſe judicatories be looked vpon : but 
the prelaticall learning is of ſo high a flight , that it dare un- 
dertake to prove any concluſion : yet theſe men are not the 


frit , that have offered to force men to beleeve upon unan* 
{werable 
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ſwerablearguments though contrary to common fence and 
andreaſon that ſnow is black and the fire cold and thelight 
dark. | 


For the proofe of his concluſion he brings backe yeta- 1 <ight 
gainethelate engagement: how often $hall this infipide col- theChurch 


wort be ſet upon our table ? Willthe Warner never be filled 
with this unſavory dish ? The firſt crime that herethe War. 


menr were 


ner marks in our Church againſt the late Parliament inthe juſt and 
matter of the ingagementis, their paper ofthe eight defires: necellary, 


upon this he ——_ outall his goodpleaſure, notwillin 
to know that all theſe defires were drawne from the Church 
by the Parliaments awne meſſages, and that well neare all 
rheſe defires were counted by the Parliament it ſelf ro be 
very Juſt and neceflary : Eſpecially theſe two which the wiſe 
Warner pitches upon as moſt abſurd for the firſt a ſecurity 
to religion from the King upon oath under his hand and 
ſeale: where the queſtion among us was not for the thing ir 
ſelt, but only about the time, the order and ſome part of 
the matter of that ſecurity. And for the ſecond , the quali- 
fication of the perſons to be imployed, that all should be 
ſuch who had givenno juſt cauſe of Jealouſy ; no man did 
queſtion , but all who were to have the managing of thar 
warre should be free of all juſt cauſes of Jealouſy, which 
could be made appeare not to halte a doflen of Miniſters, bur 
toany competent judicatory according to the lawes ofthe 
Kingdome. The Warner has not been carefull to informe 
bimſelte , where the knot of thedifferencelay , and fo gives 
out his owne groundlefle conjectures for true Hiſtoricall 
narratious, which he might eafily have helped by a more 
attentive reading ofour publick declarations. 

The ſecond fault he finds with our Church is, that they 
proclaime in print their diſſatisfaCtion with that ingagement 
as favourable to the malignant party, &c, Auf. The 

O'a Warner 
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Itis one Warner knows notthat it is one of the liberties ofthe Church 
of the ti- . of Scotland eſtablished by law and long cuſtome to keep the 
theChurch People by publick declarations in their duty to God, when 
ofScor= menare liketo draw them away to fin according to that of 
_ Eſay.8.v.12.13. What in great humility piety and wiſe- 
\clarati- dome was ſpoken to the world in the declaration of the 
#15, Church concerning that undertaking, was viſible enough 
forthe time to any who were not peremptor to follow their 
owne wayes : and the lamentable event fince has opened 
the eyes of many , who before would not ſee, to acknow- 
ledge their tormecerrours : but it God should fpeake never 
ſo loud from Heaven, the Warner and his party will ſtoppe 
their cares: for they are men of ſuch gallant Spirits, 'as ſcorne 
to ſubmit eitherto God or men, but in a Romane conſtan- 
cy they will be ever the ſame though their counſels & waycs 

be found never ſo palpably pernicious. 
The leavy The third thing the Warner layes to the charge otour 
was never Church is , that they retarded the leavies. Anf. In this 
beſtopped alſo the Warner shewes his ignorance or malice: for how 
by rhe fore ſoever the Levy( as then ſtated & mannaged)was againſt 
Church. the hearts ofthe Church , yet their oppoſition to it , was fo 
cold-rife and ſmall, that no complaint needs bee made of 
any retardment from them. So ſoone as the commanders 
thought it expedient, there was an Army gotten up ſo nu- 
merous and {trong, that with the ordinary bleſſing of God 
was aboundantly able to have done all the profeſſed ſer- 
vice : but wherethe averſion of the hearts ofthe Church and 
The the wantoftheir prayers is ſuperciliouſly contemned , what 
Church mervaile , thatthe {trongeſt arme of flesh bee quickly bro- 


was nor . oP 
he cauſe KEN IN PECCES | 


oftae ga- The fourth charge is moſt calumnious, that the Church 
thering at gathered the country together in armes at Mauchline moor 


_apchlin oppoſe the expedition. Anf, No Church man wasthe 


Moore. 


cauſe 
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cauſe of that meeting a number of yeomen being frighted 
from their bouſes , did flee away to that corner of the Land, 
thatthey nught not be forced againſt their conſcience to goe 
as fouldiers to England : while their vumber did grow, and 
they did abade in a body for the ſecurity of their perſons, up- 
on a ſudden a part of the Army came upon them : ſome Mi- 
nifters being neare ( by occafton of the communion at Mau- 
chlin the day before) were good inftruments with the peo- 
ple to goe away in peace. And when the matter was tryed 
to the bottom by the moſt Eagle-eyed of the Parliament, no- 
thing could be found contrary to the Miniſters proteſtation, 
that they were no wayes the cauſe of the peoples convening 
or fighting at Mauchlin. 


The paralell that the Warner makes betwixt the generall The afſem. 


aſſembly and Parliament is malicious in all its parts. Forthe 


bly 1s help- 


firſt, though the one Court be civill, and the other Spiritu- norhurr- 
all, yet the Presbyterians lay the authority of both upon a full to the 
divine fundation , that for conſcience ſake the Counts civil © 


muſt be obeyed in all their Lawfull commands , alſewell as 
the afſemblyes ofthe Church ; God being the author of the 
politick order as well as the Ecclefiaſtick, and the revenger 
of the contempt of the one alswell as ofthe other. But =. 
doth the Warner meane , to mock at Miniſters for carrying 
themſelves as the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt , for judging accor- 
ding totherule of Scripture , for caring forlife eternall ? is 
he become ſoshametullic impious, as to perfwade Miniſtersto 
give over the care of life eternall , to lay afide the holy Scrip= 
ture, anddeny their ambaſſage trom Jeſus Chriſt 2 behold 
what Spirit leads our prelats , while they jeere the World 
out of all Religion , and chaſe away Miniſters from Chriſt, 

trom Scripture , from eternall life. 
Otthe ſecond part of the parallell , that people are more 
ready toobey their Miniſters then their Magiſtrats what shall 
P be made 
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be made? all the power which Miniſters have with the people 
is builded cn their love to God and religion : how much ſo 
everitis, a good Statseman will not envy it: tor he knowes 
that God and conſcience confſtraine Miuiſters to unploy all 
the powerthey have with the people tort.ic 090d of the Ma- 
giſtrat, as the deputy and ſervant of Gcd tor the peoples 
true good. The Warner heer underſtands belt us owne 
meaning, while he ſcoffesat Miniſters tor their threatning 
of men with hells fire. Are our Przlats com? to ſuch open 
proclamations of their Arheiſme , asto printe taeir defires 
to banish our of the hearts of people all teare not only of 
Church-centures, buteven of hell it felte 2 wnither may not 
Satandrive atlalt the inſtruments of his Kingdoms 2 

Thethird parte of the paralell cor fitts ot a number of 
unjuſt and falfe imputations betore particularly refuted. 

The ap- W hat he ſubjoines ot the power of the generall Afſembly 

Þ ment fO Ame Comittees to hit in the intervalls of Aflemblies , 1t 

reccica 1s but a pcore charge : is it not the dayly practiſe of the 

rrhrot Parliaments of Scotland to nominat their Comittees of State 

To the intervalls ot Parliament ? Is 1t notane inherent right 

wellEc. foevery Courtto name ſome of their number to cognoſce 

clefiaftick upon things within their owne ſpheare at what ever times the 

5 VN. courtit felte finds expedient; how ever the judicatories of 
the Church by the lawes of the Kingdome being authorized 
ro meet when themſelves think fit both ordinarly and pro 
re nata, their power of appointing Comittces for their owne 
affaires was never queltioned : and truely theſe Comittees 
inthe times of pr troubles when many were lying in 
waite to diſturbe both Church and State , have been tor- 
ced to meet oftner then otherwiſe any of their members did 
defire : whoſe diverſion from their particular charges 
( though for attendance on the publick ) is joyned with ſo 


great tashery and expence,that with all their heart they e__ 
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be glade to decline it, if feare of detriment to the Church 
made not theſe meetings very neceflary. 


CHAP. 4k 


The Presbytery 1s no burden to any honeſt man. 


'E HE bounds and compaſle of the Warners rage againſt There is 


the Presbytery is very large; not being content to have 
incenſcd tie King ard Parhament againſt it , he comes 


downe to the body ot the people, and will have them beleeve byrery. 


the ſpectall enimity ot the Scots diſcipline againſt them, firſt 
becauſe it inflicts Church cenſures upon every one for the 
ſmalleſt faulrs. Anſ, The faults which the Warner men- 
tions may well be ane occaſion ofa private advice in the eare, 
but that any of them did ever procure the ſmalleſt cenſure 
of the Church, it isa great untruth : no man who knowes us 
will complaine of our rigour, heerwe wish we were able to 
refute upon as gocd reaſon the charge of our {laknes in the 
mouth of teCEtaries as we are that of our ſtrictnes in the mouth 
of Eraſtianes. Wee would know of the Warner , what are 
theſe Sabbath recreations, which he ſaith are void of ſcandal, 
and confiſtent with the dutyes of the day; are they notthe 
{tage playes and the other honeſt paſtimes, wherewith his 
friends were wonte to fanCtify the Lords day, as no more a 
Sabbath then any other day in the yeare, and much leffe 
then Civerſe popish feſtivalls? An Apoſteme in the loweft 
gutt will Shew ir ſelte by the unſavory vapours, which now 
and then are eructatfrom it. Thatever in Scotland there 
was one word of debate about ſtarch and cuffs, is more then 
the Warner can prove, 

P 2 The 
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Crimes The ſecond oppreſſion , whereby the Presbytery trods 
a ><" the people under foot is a rare cruelty ; that perſons, for 
oughrro grievous crimes whereoftheMagiſtrate takes notice,are called 
keep from to Eccleſiaſtick repentance. Will the DoCtor in his fury a- 
ar ro gainſt us, run out upon all his owne friends for no appea- 
__ ranceofaftault ? Will either the English or popish przlats 
admit murtherers , whoores or theeves to the holy table 
without any fignes of repentance ? Is not the greateſt crime 
the ground of the greateſt ſcandal ? Shall ſmall ſcandals be 
purged away by repentance , and the greatelt be totally paſt 
by ? The Doctor heer may know his owne meaning but 

others will confefle their ignorance of his minde. 
Excoms- Thethird grievance he would have the people conceive 
munca- Againſtthe Presbytery is, the rigour of their excommunica- 
Scorland £101 ; inthis alſo the Warner ſeemes to know little of the 
isnotin= Scots way , let excommunication be {ſo ſeveer in Scotland as 
mrious © 1s poſlible, yetthe hurt of it is but {mall : itis ſo rare an acci- 
; dent,men may live long in Scotland,and al their life never fee 
that cenſure execute; I have livedin one of the greateſt Ci- 
ties of that land and for fourty ſeven yeares even from my 
birth to this day , that cenſure to my knowledge or hearing 
was never execute there in my dayes but twice; farſt upon 
ane obſtinat and very profaine Papitt ; and nixt on ſome hor- 
rible ſcandalous przlats. Againe when any 15 excommuni- 
cated by the Church , we goe no further with them then 
Pauls commande : 2. Thes. 3. 1 4. oply they who are nottyed 
to them by naturall bonds, abſtaine from familiar and unne- 
ceflary converſation , ro bring them by the ſence of this 

Shame to repentance for their fxns. 

Thirdly the cwil inconvenientes which followe that cen- 
ſure come along from the State and the acts of Parliament, 
for which the Charch ought nocto be challenged; efpecially 
by prelats who wont to allow their officials to excommuni- 

Ca; 
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cat whole incorporations of people for a ſmall debrof mony, 
and to prefle the contemners of that frivolous and profane 
lentence, with all the civil inconvenientes they could.Fourth- 
ly whatever be the laws in Scotland againſt them who con- 
tines long in the contempt of Excommunication , ( which 
are not inflicted but tor great fins and after a long proceſle ) 
yet certainly their execution is very. farre fromall cruelty, 
as they who know the proceedings of that land , will beare 
witnes. 

What he objects about fugitives; it is true, when a pro- 
ces is begunne, a fugitive may have it concluded , and ſent 
atter him ; but we count not that man a fugitive from diſci- 
pline or contumacious as the Warner quarrels us , whoupon 
juſt teare to hazard his lite doesnot compear. 


CHAT XLL 
The Preſbytery is hurtfull to no order of mens 


P Relaticall malice is exorbitant beyond the bounds of all The Wars 
Shew of moderation : was it not enough to have calum- ers our- 

viat te Presbytery to Kings , Princes and SOVEraIgnes , to a, rh 

Parliaments and all Courts of Juſtice , to people and all Probyrery 

particular perſons., but yer a new chapter muſt be made to. 

*hew in itthe hurttullnes of Presbytery to all orders of men : 

wee mult have patience to ſtand alittle in the unſavoury aire 

ofthis anal The Pres- 


_ Cntothe nobility and gentry the Presbitery mult be hurt- A 
full, becauſe it ſubjeCteth them to the cenſures of a raw hea- oppreſſors: 
dy novice and a few ignorant artificers. Anſ. Its good that vt the No- 


5 biliry and 
our przlats are now turned pleaders againſt the oppreſhon cry. 


* A ot 


(66) 
ofthe Nobility and gentry : its not long fince the przlarical 
clergy were accuſtomed to ſettheir foule feet on the necks 
of the greateſt peeresof the three Kingdomes with to high 
a pride and prefſure ; that toshake of their yock, no ſuffering, 
no hazard has been refuſed by the beſt of the Nobility and 
gentry of Britarne : but natures and principles are ſo eaſy to 
be changed, that no man now needs feare any more oppreſ- 
fon from the przlats, thongh they were ſet downe again 
and wel — in their repaired throns. 

The way Burttothe challenge we anſwer , that the meaneſt Elder- 

roes woah Shipofa ſmall Congregation in Scotland conſiſts of the Pa- 

byreryis {tor, andadozen(atleaft)of the moſt wiſe pious and lear- 
incompa- ned that are tobe found in the whole flock; which yet the 
rably het- Warner heer makesto be judges but of the common people 
thar of tbo 10 matters of ſmalleſt moment. Burt for the claſlicall Pres- 

Engliſh E- bytery, to which he refcrres the Eccleſiaſticall cauſes ot the 

PLCOPACY- Nobility and gentry,and before whom indeed every Church 
procefle of any confiderable weight or difficulty does come, 
though it concerne the perſons of the meaneſt of the people, 
this Presbytery does confiſt ordinarly of fiteteen Miniſters 
(atleaſt ) and fifeteen of the moſt qualified noblemen,gent- 
lemen and Burgeſfſes, which the circuit of fifteen parishes 
can affoord, theſe (Ihope) may makeup ajudicatory of a 
great deale more worth then any officiall court , which con- 
ſits but of one judge , a petty mercenary lawyer, to whoſe 
care alone the whole Ecclehaſtick rariſciction over all the 
Nobility and gentry of diverſe shyres is committed , and 
that without appeale as the Warner has told us , except it be 
to a Court of delegats; a miſerable releefe that all the Nobili- 
ty, gevtry and Commons of a Kingdome , who are op- 
preſſed by Epifcopall officials, have no other remedie but to 

oe attende a Committee of two or three civilians at London 


deputed for the diſcuſſing of ſuch appeales. Ll 
c 


Ti wes 
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fairs but to make up this oddes of the abfence of ſome Noble 
men , the Atlembly isalwayes adorned with aboveane hun- 
dred of the choilelt Paſtors of the whole land, none whereot 
may fit in Parliament: nothing thatcan conclliate authority 
toa Court, orcanbe tound inthe Nation, 1 is wanting tothe 
generall aflemly ; how baſely fo ever our przlats are pleaſed 
to trample upon it. 
Alt queſti- The ſecond alledged hurt which the Nobility have from 
——_ " the Presbytery , 1s the lofle of their patronages by congre- 
ges in gations electing their Paſtors. Anſ. Howſoever the judg- 
cotland ment of our Church about patronages is no other then rhat 
enJ-4, Ofthe Reformed divines abroad, yet have our Presbyteries 
alwayes with patience endured patrons to preſent unto va- 
cant Churches , till the Parlwment now at laſt hath taken 
away that grievance. 
Thiepoſ The Nobilitics laſt hurt by the Presbytry is their lofſe of 
ietors of all their impropriations and Abey-lancs. Anſ. How Sy- 
ren cophantickan accuſation isthis ? tor who knowes not, how: 
sercever farre the whole generation oft the pre! xicke faction doe ex- 
Im tor ceed the highelt of the Presbyrerians in zeale agmnſit that 
or +» Whichthey Call Sacriledge ? never any of the Presbyterians 
for the did attempt citherby violence , or acourle of Law , to put 
rresby- outany ofthe Nobility or gentry from their poſſcſſtons of 
Sl the Church-lands , but very lately the threats and vigorous 
activity of the prelats, and their followers were ſo vehement 
a1 this kinde , thatall the Nobility and ge ntry who had any 
intereſt , wece wackned ( to purpole ) to take heedof their 
rights. In the laſt Parliament of Scotland when the power 


of the Church was as great as they expeCtto ſee it againe, 


- 


thougn they obtained the abolition of patronages , yet were- 


the polic flors of the Church-lands and tythes ſo little har- 
met thattheir rigats therto were more cleerly and Rrovgly 
confirmed , then by any przccding Parliament. 


The: 
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The fonrth hurt is that every ordinary Presbyter wil make 
himſelte a Noblemans fellow. Anfſ. No where in the World 
does gracious Miniſters ( though meane borne men ) receive 
- more reſpe& from the Nobility then in Scotland : neither 
any where does the Nobility and gentry receive more duely 
their honour then from the Miniſters there. That infoleat 
ſpeach fathered on Mr. Robert Bruce is demonſtrat to be a 
fabulous calumny in the hiſtoricall vindication. 
Howeverthe Warner may know that inall Europe where 
Bishops have place, it hes ever, ( at leaſt theſe 8 50 yeares ) 
been their nature to trample under foot the higheſt ofthe 
Nobility. As the Pope muſt be aboye the Emperour, ſo a 
little Cardinal Bel/larmen can tell to King [ames , that hee 
may well be counted a companion of any Ilander King: were 
the Bishops tn Scotland ever content , till they got in Parlia- 
meut the right hand and the neareſt ſeates to the throne , and 
the doore ofthe greateſt Earles , Marqueſles and duks ? was 
it not Epiſcopacy , that did advance poore and capricious 
pedantsto ſtrive for the whyte ſtaves & great Seales of both 
Kingdomes, with the prime Nobility ; and often overcome 
them in that ftrife ? In Scotland I know, and the Warner 
will afſure for England and Ireland, that the baſeſt borne of 
his brethren hes ruffled it in the ſecreet counſel , in the roy- 
all Exchequer , in the higheſt courts of juſtice, with the 
greateſt Lords ofthe Lk : its not ſo long, thatyetitcan 
be forgotten , ſince a Bishop of Galloway had the modeſty The Pre- 
togive untoa Marquiſe of 4rgzle , tanta mont to a broad ly lars conri- 
in his tace atthe counſel table. The Warner $hall doe well 2% 2 an 


OE null the 
to reckon no more with Presbyters tor braving of Noble-. being of al 
jacn. the refor- 

med Chur- 


The nixt hee will have to bee wronged by the Presbytery Jt cn 
are the orthodoxe clergy. Anf. All the Presbyterians to their want 
him ( it ſeemes) are heterodoxe;Epiſcopacy is {0 neceſſary of Epiſco- 

a truth P*Y: 
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a truth that who denies it, muſt be ſtamped as for a grieyous 
errour with the character of heterodox. The following 
words cleere this to be his mind , they lofſe ( faith hee) the 
confortable' aſſurance of undoubted ſucceſſion by Epiſcopal or- 
dination : what ſence can be made of theſe words, but that 
all Miniſters who are not ordained by Bishops , muſt lie un- 
der the confortleſſe uncertainty of any lawtull ſucceſſion in 
their minitteriall charge , for want of this ſucceſſion through 
the lineall deſcent of Bishops fromthe Apoſtles ; at leaſt for 
wantofordination by the hands of Bishops , as if unto them 
only the power of inifſion and ordination to the Miniſtry 
were committed by Chrift : becauſe of this defect the 
Presbyterian Mirifters muſt not only want the confort 
of an afſured and undoubted calling to the Miniſtry , but 
may very well know aud be aflured that their calling and 
Miniſtry is null, The words immediatly following are 
ſcraped out after their printing : for what cauſe the author 
leſt knoweth : but the purpoſe in hand makes it proba- 
ble, that the deletted words did exprefſe more of his mind, 
then it was fafe in this time and place to ſpeake out : it was 
the late do&trine of Dotor Brambtes prime triends, thatthe- 
want of Epiſcopall ordination did not only annull the callin 

ofall the Minilters of France, Holland, Zwit-zerland, ny 
Germany , but alſo did hinder all thete focieries to be true 
Churches : for that popular Sophiſme of the Jeſuits our pra- 
tats did greedily ſwallow ; where are no true Sacraments, 
there is no true Church; and where sno true Miniltry, there 
are no true Sacraments; and where no true ordination ,there 
is no true miniſtry; and where no Bishops, there is no true 
ordination : and fo in no reformed country but im England 
and Ireland where were true Bishops , is any true Church. 
W hen Fpiſcopacy comes to this heightof elevation, thatthe 
wantofit muſt annull the Miniſtry, yea null the Church and 
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all the Reformed 'at one ſtrock, is it any mervaill, thatallof 
them doe concurre together for their own preſeryation, to 
abolish thisinfolent abaddon and deſtroyer ? and notwith- 
ftanding all its ruine have yet no diſconfort at all, nor any 
the leaſt doubt of their moſt lawfull ordination by the hands 
of the Presbytry. 

After all this was writen , as heer jt ſtands, another Cepie The Prx- 
of the Warners book was brought tomy hand wherin 7 found _—_ 
the aeleted line ftand printed in theſe diſtinf# tearmes , and put injurious 1-4 
it to 4 dangerons queſtion whither it be within the payle of the toall the 
Church , the deciphering of theſe words puts it beyond all vans 

eradventure that what Idid conjecture ofthe Warner and har their: 

is Brethrens minde, of the ſtate of all the reformed Church- ſelfes are 
es, was no mis-take , but that they doe truely judge the "yoo 
wantof Epicopall ordination to exclude all the Miniſters * 
of other Reformed Churches , and their flocks alſo from 
the lines of the true Church. This indeed isa moſt dangerous 
queſtion : for it tricks at the root ofall. It the Warnerout of 
remorſe of conſcience had blotted out of his book that er- 
rour, the repentance had been commendable : But he hes 
letrſo much yet behind unſcraped out, as does shew his 
mindeto continue what it was , ſo that feare alone to pro- 
voke the reformed heere at this unſeaforable time, ſeemes 
to have been the cauſe of deleting theſe toocleare exprefli- 
ons of the przlaticall tenet againſt the very being and ſubfil- 
tence of all the Proteſtant Churches ,which want Epiſcopa- 
cy,when theſe me doe ſtillſtand upon the extreame pinacle 
ot impudency and arrogance, denying the Reformed to be 

true Churches, and without ſcuple averring Rome asshee 
ſtands this day , underthe ons of Trent, to be a Church 
molt true, wherin there is an eaſy way of falyation, from 
which all ſeparation is needleſſe , and'with which a re-uni- 
on were much to be delired- > That gracious faction this day 
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is willing enough to perſwade , or art leaft to reft content 
without any oppoſicion that the King $should of himſelfe 
without and betore a Parliament, ( rhough contrary to ma- 
ny ftanding Lawes) grant under his hand and ſcale afull li- 
berty of Religion to the bloody Irish, and topuria their 
hands,both armes , Caſtles and prime Places of truſt in the 
State; thatthe King should give afſurance of his endeavour, 
to get all theſe ratified in the nixt Parliament of England, 
theſe men can heare with all moderation and patience : bur 
behold their turicus impatience, their whole art and indu- 
{try is wakned , when they heare of any appearance ofthe 
Kings inclination towards covenanting Proteſtants : night 
and day they beate m his Majeſties head , thatall the mit- 
Cchieves ofthe world does lurke in that miſerable covenant, 
that death and any misfortune, that the ruine of all the King- 
domes ough t much rather to bee imbraced by his Majettie, 
then that prodigious Monſter , that very hell of the Cove- 
nant, becauſe forſoothit doth oblige in plane tearmes the 
taker to endeavour ( in his (tation ) the abolition oft their 
great Goddefle, przlacy. 

The nixt hurt of Miniſters from the Presbytry, is, that by 
aLgry it they are brought to ignorance , contempt and beggery. 
the Epiſ- Anſ. Whither Epiſcopacy or Presbytry is the fitteſt initru- 
copalcler- ment to avett theſe evills, let reaſon orexperience teach 
-cop ale men to judge. The Presbyteriall diſcipline doth oblige to 
covered agreatdeale of ſeverer tryalls in all fort of learning requiſite 
with ign0- in adivine before ordination thendoth the Epiſcopall : let 
my -*?” eitherthe rule or practiſe of Presbyterian and Epiſcopall or- 
conrempr. dination be compared or the weekly Exerciſes and monthly 

diſputations in Latine upon the controverted heads be look- 
ed upon which the Presbytry exaCtsof every Miniſter after 
his ordination all the dayes of his lite : for experience letthe 

French, Dutch and Scets divines who have been or yet are, 
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be compared with the ordinary yenianc rof the Engfisir 
great reaſon fo ſuperciticaſly to look downe with c_—_ 
upon their Brethrens learning} 1 hope , wright , 
taker , Perkins, Reynolds, Parker , Alter , and Pres- 
byterian English were inferior in learning to none of their | 
oppolits : ſome of the English Bishops has noe wanted good 
{toreoflearning, burthe moſt of them(Tbeleeve) wilbecon- 
tentto leave of boaſting in this ſubjedt,whar does the Warner 
ipeake to us of ignorance , contempt'and *does 
not all the world , that albeit ſome few, ic of 
twenty, did brook benefices,' yea' iry of them 
whereby to live in ſplendorat Court, or where they liſted in 
their non-refidency, neverthelefle it hath been much com- 
plained, thatthe greateft parte ofthe prieſts, who had the 
cure of ſoules thorow allthe Kin _ , were 
incomparably the moſt ignorant, beggerly and covtemp- 
tible hone ; _ ever Sens en wary Ui Gemed 
Churches ? neither did we ever heare of-any dy in 
thePrelatsto remeed rheſe evils, albeit ſome of them be pro- 
vident _ for their owne families: DefFor Bramble 
knowes who had the kill before they had firten ſeven yeare 
incheir charge to purchaſe above fijeteert handred pounds 
a yeare for themſelves and their heirs what ſomever. _ 
The third evil which the Presbytery* 
ters is that- it makes them prat and 
ingly. - Anf. It is indeed a great heart 
rant , lazy and unconſciencious Miniſters to be 
paines of preaching and 


impudence. Je wathaliceloboneniche preface by allcheie 
Kill ro diſgrace preaching and praying without booke , to 
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is willing enough to perſwade , or at leaſt to reft content 
without any oppolicion that the King $hould of himſelte 
without and betore a Parliament, ( rhough contrary to ma- 
ny ftanding Lawes) grant under his hand and leale a full li- 
berty of Religion to the bloody Irish, and to putintheir 
hands,both armes , Caſtles and prime Places of truſt in the 
State; thatthe King Should give aſſurance of his endeavour, 
to get all theſe ratified in the nixt Parliament of England, 
theſe men can heare with all moderation and patience : bur 
behold their turicus unpatience , their whole art and indu- 
{try is wakned , when they heare ot any appearance ofthe 
Kings inclination towards covenanting Proteltants : night 
and day they beate in his Majeſties head , thatall the mil- 
chieves Pros world does lurke in that miſerable covenant, 
that death and any misfortune, that the ruine of all the King» 
domes ought much rather to bee imbraced by his Majettie, 
then that prodigious Monſter, that very hell of the Cove- 
nant, becauſe torſooth it doth oblige in plane tearmes the 
taker to endeavour ( in his (tation ) the abolition ot their 
erceat Goddeſlc, pr zlacy. 

The nixt hurt of Miniſters from the Presbytry, is, that by 
rode it they are brought to ignorance , contempt and beggery, 
the Epiſ. Anſ. Whither E piſcopacy or Presbytry is the fitteſt in{tru- 
copalclcr- ment to avett theſe evills, let reaſon orexperience teach 
gy vve men to judge. "The Presbyteriall diſcipline doth oblige to 
covered agreatdeale of ſeyerer tryalls inall fort of learning requiſite 
with 1 _—_ inadivine betore ordination thendoth the Epiſcopall : let 
cormgeon, X either the rule or praCtiſe of Presbyterian and Epiſcopall or- 
co:rempr. dination be compared or the weekly Exerciſes and monthly 

diſputations in Latinc upon the controverted heads be look- 
wr upon which the Presbytry exaCts of every Miniſter after 
his ordination all the dayes of his lite : for experience letthe 


French, Dutch and Scots divincs who have been or yetare, 
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be compared with the ordinary generation of the English 

Clergie , and it will be tound , that the prelats have not 

great reaſon 10 ſuperciliouſly tolook downe with contempt 

upon their Brethrens learning. 1 hope , Cartwright, Whi- 

taker , Perkins, Reynolds, Parker, Ames , and other Pres- 

byterian English were inferior in learning to none of their 

oppoſits : ſome of the English Bishops has not wanted good 

{tore oflearning, butthe moſt of them (1 beleeve) wilbe con- 

tentto leave of boaſting in this fubje,what does the Warner 

ipeake to us of ignorance , contempt and Beggery ? docs 

not all the world know, that albeit ſome few, {carceone of 

twenty, did brook good -benefices, yea plurality of them 

whereby to live in ſplendorat Coutft, or where they liſted in 

their non-reſidency, neverthelefle it hath been much com- 

plained , thatthe greateſt parte ofthe prieſts, who had the 

cure of ſoules thorow allthe Kingdome of England , were 

incomparably the moſt ignorant, beggerly and cortemp- 

tible clergy , that ever have been ſeen in any of the reformed 

Churches ? neither did we ever heare of any great ſtudy in 
_ thePrelatsto remeed racſe evils, albeit ſome of them be pro- 
vident enough for their owne families. Door Bramble 
knowes who had the kill before they had firten ſeven yeare 
incheir charge to purchaſe above fifeteen hundred pounds 
a yeare for themſelves and their heirs what ſomever. 

The third evil which the Presbytery brings upon Minif- Th. pr. 
ters is that- it makes them prat and pray nonſence everlaſt- lats conti- 
ingly. Anſ. Itis indeed a great heartbrake unto igno- a9 
rant , Jazy and unconſciencious Miniſters to be put to the _ prayer 
paines of preaching and prayer , when a read ſervice was bur toido- 
wont to be all their exerciſe : but we thought that all indiffe- arp 
ently ingennous men had long agoe been pu from ſuch ice, 
—. It was the late labour of the przlats by all their 
Kill to diſgrace preaching and praying without booke , to 

5 cry 
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cry up the Liturgy as the only ſervice of Gol, and to-idolize 


it. as a molt heavenly and divine pzece of write , which yet 
is nought but a tranſcript of the ſuperſtitious breviary and 
idolatrous mifſall of Rome. "The Warner would doe well to 
confider and anſwer after ſeyen yeares adviſement Mr. Bazlze 
his parare!l of the ſervice with the midall and Breviarie , be- 
fore hee preſente the world with new patalels of the English 
liturgy, with the directories of the Reformed Churcies, 
Is it ſo indeed, that all preaching and praying without book 
is but a pratting of non-ſence everlaſtivgly , wiy then con- 
tinues the King and many well minded men to be deceived 
by our Dottors, while they affirm2thar they are as much tor 
preaching in their practiſe and opinion as the Presbyterians, 
and for prayer without book alſo, b<tor2 2nd atter ſermon, 
and in many other occaſtons ? it feemes theſe atirmations 
are notbing but groſle diflimulation in t!145 time of their low- 
neſſe and afHiction , to decline the envy ot people againſt 
them for theirprofane contempt of divine ordinances ; for 
wee may ſee heere their tenet to remaine what it was , and 
themſelves ready enough, when their ſeafon $hall be fitter, 
to ring it out loud in rhe eares of the World , that for divine 
_ Vivela- ſervice people needs no more but the reading of the liturgy, 
\ = thetfermonson week dayes and Sundayes afternoon mult all 
©. belaid afde, that on the Sabbath before noone Sermon is 
needlefſe , and trom the mouths of the moſt Preachers very 
:0xi00s ; that when ſome learned Scholars are pleaſed on 
tome teftivall dayesto-have an oration, it would bes: ortand 

and according tothe Court paterne, without 2ll Spirit and . 
like for edification ; but by all meanes it mult bee provided, 
that no word of prayer either before or after be ſpoken , ex- 
ceptonly a bidding to pray , tor many things even for tie 
welfare of the foules departed ; and all this alone in the 
words of the Lords prayer. Ifany shall dare to a—_— / 
defares 
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deſires of his heart to God in privat or publick in any words: 
of his own framing hee is a grofle Puritan, whois bold to 
offer to God his own nonfence rather then the auncient; and 
well adviſed prayers ofthe holy Church. 
The Warner is.heer alſo miſtaken in his beleefe, thateves 
the Church of Scotland had any Liturgy , they had and have 
ſtill ſome formes for helpe and direCtion , but no ty ever in. 
any of them by law or practiſe : they doe not condemne the 
uſe of ſet formes for rules , yea nor forule in bzgithers, who 
are thereby endeavouring to attaiae a readinefle to pray in 
their family out of their owne heart in the words which Gods 
ſpirit dytes to them ; but for Miniſters to ſupprefle their moſt 
cortbfrable and uſctull gitr of prayer by tying their moutly 
unto ſuch tormes which chEmſelves or others have compoſed 
weecount ita wrong to the giver, and to him who has re- 
ccived the gitt, and to the gitt, and to the Church tor whoſe 
uſc that was beſtowed. | 
In the nixt place the Warner makes the Presbytry mjuri. Epi(copall 
ous to parents, by marying their children contrary totkeir - ap 
conſent, and forcing them to give to the disobedient as large deſtinnar- 
a portion as to any other of their obedient children , and that 738% _ 
it is no mervail the Scots should doe theſe things who have {cir chil. 
{tripped the King the father of their country of his juſt rights. dren. 
Ant. Bythe Warnersrule all the actions of anation where 
a Presbytry lodges mult be charged on the back of the Pres- 
bytry. IT. The Parliament of Scotland denyes , thatthey 
have ſtripped the King of hisjuſt rights; while he was ſtirred. 
up and kee ped on by the prelaticall faction to.courles de- 
ftrucrve to himſelte and all his people; afterthe shedding of 
much blood , before the m—_ of all parts of his royall go- 
vernment, they only required for all ſatisfaftion and ſecu-- 
rity to religion and liberties, the grant of ſome few moſt e- 
quitable demands, The unhappy Przlats from the begin- 
S 2 


ning” 


(76) 
ning ofour troubles to this day finding our great demande 
to runne upon the abolition of their office, did everpreſle 
his Majeftie to deny us that fatisfaCtion , and rather then 
Bishopsshould be laid afide they have concluded that the 
King himſelfe , ard all his family andall his three King- 
domes $shall perish : yet with all patience the Scotes con- 
tinueto ſupplicat and tooffer notonly their Kingdome , bur 
their lives.and eſtats and all they have for his Majeſties ſer- 
vice upon The grant of their few and eaſy demands ; but no 
miſery either of King or people can overcome the deſperat 
obſtinacy of Prezlat call hearts. 

As for parents conſent to the mariage of their children, 
how tenderly it is provided for in Scotland it may be Sn ar 
length in the very place cited. It was the Bishops , who by 
their warrants for clandeſtine mariages , and diſpenſatior.s 
with mariages without warrant have ſpoiled many parents 
of their deare children : with ſuch abhominations the Pres- 
bytery was never acquainted; all that isalleadged out of that 
placeofour diſcipline is, when a fuel parent or tutor abuſes 
their authority over their children, and againſt all r:aſon for 
their owneevill ends perverſely will crofle their children in 
their lawfull and every way honeſt deſires of mariage ; that 
in that caſe the Magiſtrats and Miniſters may be intreated by 
the grieved childe to deale with the unjuſt ptrent or tutor, 
that by their mediation reaſon may be done. 1 beleeve this 
advice is ſofull of equity, that no Church nor State in the 
world will complaine of it : but how everitbe , this caſe is ſo 
rarein Scotland thatT profeſſe , I never in my lite did know, 
nor did heare of any child before my dayes,, whodid affay 
by the authoritative ſentence of a Magiſtrate or Miniſter to 
torce their parentsconſent to their marriage. As forthe War- 
ners addition of the Miniſters compelling parents to give 


portions to their children,that the Church of Scotland haths 
any 


every sheep"t'their flocks; we co 
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any ſach canon orpradtiſe its an impudentlis, but in the place 
alledged is a-paſlageagainſt the ſparing of the life of adul- 
rerers, contrary to the Law of God : and for the excom- 
munication of Adulterers , when by the negligence of the 

iftrat their life is ſpared , this poflibly may bethe thorne 


inthefideoffome which makes them bite and ſpurne with 


the heele ſo furiouſly againſt the Authors and lovers of ſo 
ſeverea diſcipline. | 

The Presbyteries nixt injury is done to the Lawyers, Sy- 
nodes & other Eccleſfiaftick Courts revoke their Sentences. 
Anf. No fuch matter ever was attempted in Scotland ;, fre- 
quent prohibitions have been obtained by curtiſan BisRops, 
againft the higheſt civiljudicatories in England , but that e- 
ver a Presbitry or Synode in Scotland did fo much as aflay 
to impede or repeale the ingsof any the meaneft ci- 
vil court, Idid never heare it ſo much as alleaged by our ad- 
verſaries. - 


The nixt injury is 6 one all Maſters, and Miſtreſſes of fa- Serious ca- 


milies, whom the Pres 
mined in their knowledge once a yeare, and to be excom- 
municat, if groſly and wilfully ignorant. Anf. * If it bee a 
crime for a Miniſter to call together parcels of his congrega- 
tion to be inſtructed in the grounds of —_— , that ſer- 
vants and children and(where ignorance is ſuſpeCted, )others 
alſo may begryed in their knowledge of rhe Catechiſme ; or 
ifit beea crime that in family-viſitations oftener then once a 
yu the converſation of every member of the Church may 
look:dupon ; we confefle the Minifters of Scotland were 
guilty thereof , and fo farre as we know the generality ofthe 
Epiſcopall fa&tion may purge themſelves by oath of any fuch 
imputation : for they had ſomewhat elſe to doe, then to 
be at the pains ofinſtruCting or trying the Spirituall State of 
phefle likewiſe, _—_ 8 
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rtery will have to be perſonally exa- *<<iving is 


no Epiſco- 
pal crime. 
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high com- commiſſion in eyery parish , where ignorant governors 


as: all without Law, medling even in domeſti 
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both our order aftd practiſe to keep off from the holy table, 
whom wee find groſlly and wilfully ignorant : butthatever 
any for fimple ignorance was excommunicat in Scotland , 

nane who knowes us will afhrme it. 
The laſt whom he will have to be wronged by the Presby- 
tery are the common people, who mult groane under a high 
E 


jarres be twixt 
man and wife , Maſter and Servant. Anſ. This is but a 
gybe of revenge for the overthrow of their Tyrannous high 
Commiſſion- Court, where they were wont to play the Rex 
at theirpleaſure above the higheſt ſubjeQs ofthe three King- 
doms , and would never give over that their inſolent dome- 
necring court, tillthe King and Parliaments of both King- 
domes did agree to throw*'it down about their eares. 'The 
thing he jeares at , isthe congregationall Eldership , ajudi- 
catory which all the Reformed doe enjoy to or geen con- 
tort as much as Scotland. They are farre fromall arbitrary 
judications; their Lawes are the holy Scripture and acts of 
ſuperior Church-judicatories , which rule ſo clearly the ca- 
ſes of their cogniſance, that rarely any difficulty remaines 
therein : orifitdoe, immediatly by reference or appeal it 
is tranſmitted to the Claſſes or Synode. The judges in the 
loweſt Eldership ( as wee have ſaid before ) area dbizen at 
leaſt , of the moſt able and pious who can bee hade in a 
whole congregation to joine with the Paſtors one or more 
as they fall to be : but the Epiſcopall way isto have no diſci- 
pline at all in any congregation : only where there is hope of 
a fyne, the Bishops officiall will ſuramon before his owne 
learned and conſcientious wiſedome , who ever within the 
whole dioces have fallen into ſuch a fault, as hee pleaſcth to 
take notice of : as for domeſtick infirmities., Presbyterians 
are moſt tender to medletherein ; they come gever before 
any 
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any judicatory , but both where the faultis great, and the 
dal theroffagrnt, and broken out benend the wals of 
T bed nes the great injuries and hurts which the Church 
diſcipline has procured to all orders of men in the whole re- 
formed world , when Epiſcopacy has been fuch an innocent 
lambe, or rather ſo holy an angel upon earth, that no harme 
at all has ever come by it to any morrall creature : a misbe- 
leeving Jew will nothing misdoubt this ſoevidenta truth, 
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CHAT. UL 


The Warners exceptions agamnſt the coyenant are full of con- 
fidence but exceeding frivolous. 


TT: Houghin the former Chapters the Warner has shewed 
out more venome and gall then the bagge of any one 
mans ſto could have been ſuppoſed capable of, yet as 
if he were bit beginning to vomite, in this laſt Chapter of 
the coverant a new flood of blacker poyſon rusheth out of his 
pen. His undertaking is great , to demonſtrat cleerly that 
the covenant is meerly void wicked and impious. His firft 
clear demonſtration is, that it was deviſed by ſtrangers, im- 
poſed by ſubjes, who warited requiſite power , and was 
extorted «arg feare of urjuſt ſuffering, ſorthat mapy rhat 
took it with their lips, never conſented with their hearts. 
Anſ. Thiscleer demonſtration is but a poor and evill argu- 
ment : the Major, ifit were put in forme, would hardly be 
granted, but I ſtand on the minor as weake and falſe forthe The Cove- | 
covenant was not deviſed by _—_ , the Commiſſioners vant was t 
e 


ofthe Parliament of England together with the Commiſſio- — 


vers of the Parlia ment and generall afſembly of Scotland to union. 
SW ©: Were 
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werethe firſt and only framers thereof ; but they whogave 
_ thelifeand being to it in England were the Lords and Com- 
mons aſſembled in Parliament at Weſt-Minſter by the Kings 
. call, andatrhattime acknowledged by his Majettie without 
any queſtion about the lawfullnes of their conſtitution and 
authority : theſe men and rhat Court were not I hope great 
{trangers in England. The covenant was not impoſed upon 
the King : but the Parliaments of both Kingdomes made ir 
their earneft defire unto his Majeftie , that he would beplea- 
{ed tojoyne with them in that Covenant, which they did 
judgeto bea maine peece of their ſecurity for their Religion 
and liberties in all the three Kingdames. As for their impo- 
ſing of it upon the ſubjeCts of England , an ordinance of Par- 
liament(thoughthe King conſent not) by the uncontrover- 
ted lawes of England, isa ſufficient authority to crave ob<- 
dience of all the ſubjects of England, during the continuan- 
ceofthat Parliament. 

Thelaſt part ofthe demonſtration is dishonorable indeed 
tothe English Nation if it were true, itwas no dishonour to 
England to joyne with their brethren of Scotland in a Cove- 
pant for mantainance of their| Religion and Liberties : bat 
for many of the English to fweare a covenant with their 
lippes,from which their heart did difſent and upon this diffe- 
rence of heart and mouth toplead the nullity of the oath, 
and to advance thisplea fo bigh as toacleer demonſtration, 
this is ſuch a dishonour and dishoneſty, that a greater can- ' 
not fall upon a man of reputed integriry , Eſpecially when 
che ground of the lie and perjury isan evident falshoad : for 
the covenant was not extorted from any flesh in England by 
feare of any unjuſt ſuffering ; ſo far was it fromthis , thatto 
this day it coutd neyer be obtained from the Parliament of 
England, toenjoynethat covenant upon any by the penul- 


ty Ofa two pence. , 
has The 
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The Warners ſecond demonſtration is no better then the Covenan= 

firſt, the ground ot it is, that all oathes are void which have 7e* Fer 
deceipt and errour of the ſubſtantiall conditions incident to cejveq, bur 
them. This ground had need to be much better cautioned, under- 
then heere it is, before it can ſtand for a major of a clear de- _ Th 
monſtration : but how is the minor proved. behold how _ 
much $hort the Warners proofcs are of his great boaſtings. 
His firſt argument is grounded upon an evident talshood, 
that in the Covenant we {weare the lately deviſed diſcipline 
to be Chritts inſtitution. Anf. There 1s no luch word nor 
any ſuch matterin all the Covenant : was the Warners ha- 
tred {o great againlt that peece of write , that being to make 
cleare demonltrations againſt it , hee would not fo much as 
calt his eye upon that which he was to oppugne , Covenan- 
ters ſweare to endeavour the reformation of England , ac- 
cording tc the word of God and the beſt retormed Churches, 
but not a word of the Scotes Presbytery , nor of any thing in 
any Church even the beſt reformed, unlefle it be found ac- 
cording tothe paterne of Gods holy word. 

The ſecond ground of his demonſtrantion is allo an evt- Tye yr. 
dent errour , that the covenant in hand is one and the fame ner unwit- 
with that of King /ames. Anf. Such a fancy came never "s'Y 
, "ts . Ccomends 
in the head of any man, I know ; muchlefle was it ever wri- ;þc Cove- 
ten or ſpoken by any : that the Covenant of King James in nant. 
Scotland 1580, should bee one and the ſame with the Cove- 
nant of all the three Kingdomes 1 6 4 3 , whatfocver iden- 
tities may appeare in the matter and fimulitude, in the ends of 
both ; but the grofſeſt errors are folide enough grounds 
tor prelaricall clear demonſtrations. . Yet heere the War- 
ner underttands not how hee 1s cuttiag his owa vines; 
bis friends in Scotland will give him finall chanks for at- 
inbuting unto the nationall Covenant of Scotland , (that 
Covent of King /ames ) theſe three properties , that it 
Was 
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Thelaft Teen: demonſtration is dichonorable indeed 
tothe Englih Nation if itwere true, itwas no. dishonour to 
England to joyne with their brethren of Scotland in a Cove- 
nant for mantainance of their} Religion and Liberties: bat- 
Chtheic hear fweare a covenant with their 
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The Warners ſecond demonſteation is no better then the Covenan= 


firſt, thegroundof it is, that all oathes are void which have 


deceipt and errour of the ſubſtantiall conditions incident to cejveg, bur 
them. This ground had need tobe much better cautioned, under- 


then heere it is, before it can ſtand for a major of a clear de- 


ftood whar 


monſtration : but how is the minor proved.? behold how , 


much $short the Warners proofes are of his great boaſtings. 
His firſt argument is grounded upon an evident falshood, 
that in the Covenant we ſweare the lately deviſed diſcipline 
to be Chritts inſtitution. Anſ. There is noſuch word nor 
any ſuch matterin all the Covenant : was the Warners ha- 
tred ſo great againſt that peece of write , that being to make 
cleare ag: rations againſt it , hee would not ſo much as 
caſt his eye upon that which he was to oppugne , Covenan- 
ters ſweare to endeavour the reformation of England , ac- 
cording tothe word of God and the beft reformed Churches, 
but not a word of the Scotes Presbytery , nor of any thing in 
any Church even the beſt reformed , unlefle it be found AC- 
cording to the paterne of Gods holy word. 


The ſecond ground of his demonſtrantion is alſo an evi- The war- 
dent errour , that the covenant in hand is one and the ſame ner unwit- 
with that of King James. Anf. Such a fancy came never ingly 
. , - COmen 
in the head of any man, I know ; muchlefle was it ever wri- the Cove- 
ten or ſpoken by any : that the Covenant of King James in nant. 


Scotland 1 580, should bee one and the ſame with the Cove- 
nant of all the three Kingdomes 1 6 4 3 , whatſoever iden- 
tities may appeare in the matter and fimilitude, in the ends of 
both ; but the grofſeſt errors are folide enough grounds 
tor prelaticall clear demonſtrations. Yet heere the War- 
ner underſtands not how hee is cutting his own vines; 
bis friends in Scotland will give him ſmall thanks for at- 
tributing unto the nationall Covenant of Scotland , (that 
Covenant of King /ames ) theſe three properties , that it 
V was 
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was iſſued out by the Kings authority , that it was forthe 
maintenance of the Lawes of the realme, and for the main- 
tenance of the eſtablished Religion : tyme brings adverſa- 
ries to conteſle of their own accord long denyed truthes . But 
the Characters, which the Warner inprints upon the folemne 
league and Covenant of the three Kingdomes, wee muſt bee 
pardoned to controvert, till he have taken ſomeleaſure to 

pretrie- his wilde afſertions. Firſt that the league is againſt the 
authority ofthe Kiug , ſecondly that it is againſt the Law; 
and thirdly thar it %, A the overthrow of Rel; ion. The man 
cannot think , that any should beleeve his diCtats of this kind 
without proofe , fince the exprefle words of that league do 
flatly contradict him in all theſe three poſitions. 

His gentle memento, that Scotland, when they ſued for 
aid from the crowne of England, had not the Englishdiſ- 
Cipline obtruded upon their Church, might heer have been 
{paired : was not the English diſcipline and liturgy obtruded 
upou us by the przlats of England with all craft and force ? 
did we ever obtrude our diſciplin upon the English ? but 
when they of their owne free and long deliberate choice had 
abolished Bishops and promiſed to ſet up Presbytery , ſofar 
as they had found it agreable tothe word of Cod , were wee 
notin all reaſon obliged to encourage and aflift them info 
Plous a work ? | 

The King , Inthe nixt words the Warner for all his great boaſts fin- 

didnor | ditigthe weaknes of all the former grounds of his ſeconde 

m_ the demonſtration, he offers three new ones : which doubtles 

above Willdoe the deid: for he avowes poſitively that his follo- 

polleſion wing grounds are demonſtrative , yet whoſoever shalbe 
> ag mi- pleaſed to grip them with never ſo ſoft an hand $hall find 
| them all to be but vavity and wind. The firſt, after a num- 
ber of proſyllogiſmes reſts upon theſe two foundations, firlt 

thatthe rightofthe mltza refides in the King alone : —_ 

y that 


(83) 


ly that by the covenant the mzlztza is taken out of the Kin 
hands; and that every covenanter by his covenant diſpolſes 
of himſelfe and of his armes, againft the right which the 
King hath into him. Anf. The Warner will have much 
adoe to prove this ſecond fo, that it may be a ground ofa 
clear demonſtration : but for the firſt that the power of the 
militia of England doth refide in the King alone , that the 
two houſes of Parliament have nothing at all todoe with it, 
_ that _ taking ne armes for the —_ of the liberties 
of England orany other imaginable caule againft any party 
——— books Kin 590 againff his lawes muft 
be altogether unlawtull; if his demonſtration be noclearer, 
then the ground where upon he builds it, Iam fure, itwill 
not be vifible to any of his oppofits: who are not like to be 
convinced of open rebellion by his naked affertion , upon 
which alone bean this his mighty ground. Beleeve it, he 
had recdto aflay its releete with ſome colour of ane argu- 
ment; for none of his owne friends will now take it of his 
hand for ane indemonſtrable principle, ſince the King fora 
long time was willing 'to acknowledge the Parliaments 
Joince intereſt inthe mu/zzza, yea to put the whole mzlttza in 
their hands. alone for a good number of yeares to come : ſo 
farre was his Majeſtie from the thoughts , that the Parlia- 
ments medling with aparte of the nulitia, inthe time of e- 
videntdangers, should be ſo certainly and clearly the crime 
of rebellion. | 

The Warners ſecond demonſtrative ground wee admit 
without queſtion 1a the major, that where the matter is evi= 
dently unlawful, tocunbbnainlicg ; butthe applica- 
tion of this in the minor tis very falſe. All that hee hs 


to make it appeare to be true, is that the King is the ſupreame 
IG , that it is unlawfull for the ſubjets ofEngland 
tC 


geany thing eſtablished by Law , eſpecially to the 
V 2 preju- 
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prejudice ofthe Prelats without their own conſent , they 
being athud order ofthe Kingdom; otherwiſe it would be a 
barder meaſure then the Friers and Abbots received from 
The Henry the eight. Anf. May the Warner be pleaſed to con= 
- -ak. +a iider how farre his diCtats heere are fromall reaſon , much 
E-o!and more from evident demonſtrations, *That the burden of Bi- 
<< or y Shops and ceremonies was become ſo heavy to all the three 
—_— Kingdomes, that there was reaſon to endeavour their lay- 
y LNCTWO . 
bouſcs Wgakhde, hedocs not offer to diſpute; butall his complanir 
wichour runnes againſt the manner of their removall :. this ( lay) 
tmeRing. was done in no other then the ordinary and high path-way, 
whereby all burdenſome Lawes and cuſtomes us to be re- 
moved. Doth not the Houſes of Parliament firſt begin with 
their ordinance before the Kings conſent be fought to a Law? 
isnotan ordinance of the Lords and Commons a good war- 
rantto change a former Law during the fitting of the Parlia- 
ment ? The Lawes and cuſtomes of England permit not the 


The King King by bis difſentto ſtoppe that change. I grant for the tur- 


one mag4 , ninganordinanceto a ftanding Law, the Kings conſent is 
the aboli- Fequired , but with what mann and exceptions Wee 
1 


tionof need not heere to debate , fince his Majeſties conſent ro the 
BisR0PS. preſent caſe of abolishing Bishops was obtained well neere 
as farre as was defired ; and what is yet lacking , wee are 
in afaire way to obtaine it : for the Kings Majeſtie long agoe 
did agree tothe rooting out of Epiſcopacy in Scotland , he 
was willing alſo in Ei-gland and Ireland to put them out of 
the Parliament, and all civil courts, and to diveſt them of 
all civil power , and tojoyne with them Presbyteries for or- 
dination and fpirituall juriſdiction; yea to abolish them to- 
tally name and thing, not only forthree "—_—_ but ever till 
he and his Parliament should agree upon ſome ſetled order 
tor the Church. was not this Tantamont to a perpetuall abo- 


litiontfor all aud every one in both houſes having abjured E- 
pilcopacy 
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piſcopacy by ſolemne oath and Covenant , the Parliament 
was inno hazard of agreing with the King to re-ere& the 
fallen chaires of the Bishops : ſo there remained noother, 
butthateither his Majeſtie should come over to their judge- 
ment, orby his notagreing with them, yetreally to 
with them in the perpetuall abolition of Epiſcopacy , fince 
the conceffion was for the laying Bishops afide ever , till hee 
and his houſes had agreed upon a ſertled order for the 
Church. Ifthis benora full and formall enoughcon 
the ordinance of changing the former Lawesanent przl 
his Majeftie , who now is , eafily may and readily would 
ſupply all ſuch defects : if ſomevf the faCtion did notcon- 
tinually , for their own evill intereſts, whiſper in his eares 
pernicious counſel , as our Warner in this place alſodoeth 
by frighting the King in conſcience from any ſuch conſent , 
for this end he caftsout adiſcourſe, the finshews whereof arc 
in theſe three Epiſcopall maximes. Firſt that the legiſlative The Prz- 
power 1s follic in the King , that is according to his Brethrens lats - 
Commentary, that the Parliamentis butthe Kings great coun- Fomle | 
fel offree choyce, without or againſt whoſe votes hee may Xing ino 
make or unmake what Lawes he thinks expedient ; but for 2 Tyran- 
them to make any ordinance for changing without his con- 7” 
ſent of any thing that has been, or inſtituting any new thing, 
or for them to defend this their legall right fl cuſtome (time 
,gpraof mind) again{trhearmes of the Malignant party , no 
» ay deny it to be plaine rebellion. 

That the King and Parliament both together cannot The prz- 
makea Law, tothe prazjudice of Bishops without their own _—_ X 
conſent, they being the third order of the Kingdome : for {e1yes a 
albeit it be facriledge in the Lords and Commons , toclame negative 
any the ſmalleſt hare ofthe legiſlative , (chisinthem pen 
were to pyck the chiefeſt jewel out ings Crowne ) men. 
yetthis muſt bethe due priviledge ofthe 
X - 
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prejudice ofthe Prelats without their own conſent , they 
being athitd order ofthe Kingdom; otherwiſe it would be a 
barder meaſure then the Friers and Abbots reccived trom 
Henry the eight. Anf. May the Warner be pleaſed to cons 
ſider how farre his diCtats heere are from all realon , much 
more trom evident demonſtrations, ' That the burden of Bt- 
$10ps and ceremonies was become ſo heavy to all the three 
Kingdomes, that there was reaſon to endeavour their lay- 
wg afhde, hedocs not offer to diſpute ; but all his complanit 
runnes againſt the manner of their removall : his ( lay 1) 
was done 1n no other then the ordinary and high pati-way, 
whereby all burdenſome Lawes and cuſtomes ute to be re- 
moved. Doth not the Houſes of Parliament frit begin with 
their ordinance before the Kings conſent be foughtto a Law? 
iSnotan ordinance of the Lords and Commons a good war- 
rant to change a tormer Law during the fitting of the Parlia- 
ment © The L awes and cuſtomes of England permit not the 
King by his diflentto ſtoppe that change. I grant tor the tur- 
ningan ordinance to a ſtanding Law, the Kings conſent 1s 
required , but with what qualifications and exceptions wee 
need not heere to debate , fince his Majeſties conſent to the 
preſent caſe of abolishing Bishops was obtained well neere 
as farre as was defired ; and what is yet lacking , wee are 
ina faire way to obtaine it : for the Kings Majeltic long agoe 
did agree tothe rooting out of Epiſcopacy in Scotland , he 
was willing alſo in Ei-gland and Ireland to put themout of 
the Parliament, and all civil courts, and to diveſt them of 
all civil power , and tojoyne with them Presbyteries for or- 
dinationand fpirituall juriſdiction; yea to abolish them to- 
tally name and thing, notonly for three yeares but ever till 
he ard his Parliament should agree upon ſome ſetled ordery 
tor the Church. was not this Tintamont to a perpetuall abo- 


Hitionfor all and every one 1n both houſes having abjured [- 
” n k 


M1ILCOPAacy 
ILCOF IC Y 


(85) 
piſcopacy by ſolemne oath and Covenant , the Parliament 
was inno hazard of agreing with the King to re-erec& the 
tallen chaires of the Bishops : ſo there remained no other , 
but that either his Majeſtie should come over to their judge- 
ment, or by his notagreing with them , yet really to agree 
with them in the perpetuall abolition of Epiſcopacy , fince 
the conceſhon was tor the laying Bishops aſide ever , till hee 
and his houſes had agreed upon a ſettled order for the 
Church. Ifthis be nota full and formall enough conſentgo 
the ordirance of changing the former Lawesanentprzlatf, 
his Majeftie , who now is , eafily may and readily would 
{upply all ſuch defects : if ſome of the faction did not con- 
t1nually , for their own evill intereſts, whiſper in his eares 
pernicious counſel , as our Warner inthis place alſo doeth 
by frighting the King in conſcience from any ſuch conſent , 
tor this end he caſts out a diſcourſe, the finshews whereof arc 
intheſe three Epitcopall maximes. Firſt that the legillative The Prx- 
power 15 follie in the King , that is according to his Brethrens lars 
Comentary, thatthe Parliament is but the Kings great coun- rncag _ 
{el of free choyce, without or againſt whoſe votes hee may King into 
make or unmake what Lawes he thinks expedient ; but for 2 Iyran- 
them to make any ordinance for changing without his con- 7 
lent of any thing that has been, or — new thing, 
or tor them to defend this their legall right and cultome (time 
,gptgt mind ) againſ{tthe armes of the Malignant party , no 

may deny it to be plaine rebellion. 

. That the King and Parliament both together cannot The prx- 

make a Law, tothe prazjudice of Bishops without their own __ takes 
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be che third order ofthe Kingdome , yea the firſt and moſt 
high of the three, far above the other two temporall States 
ot Lords and Commons; theirsharein the Legitlative pow- 
er muſt be ſo great , that neither King nor Parhament can 
paſſe any Law withourttheir conſent , fo rhat according to 
their humble proteſtation , all the Lawes and acts, which 
have been made by Xing and Parliament, fince they were 
expelled the houſe of poi. , are cleerly voide and null. 

AThat the King and Parliament in diveſting Bishops of 
their temporall honour and eſtats, in NY their places 
doe {11 More againſt conlc 
» F{cnry the eight ard his Partament, when they 
the Abbots ard the Fryers. 


ence then d1d 
” put COWN 
Wee muit beleeve tl.at [Henry 
the eight his abclishing the order of Nonks was one of the 
acts of his greatelt 1 yran::\ 
but according to Law : 


in the Churc! 1, 


wee mult notdoubr, 
Jaſon , £-\bbots and priours ought 
to have kept "till thc 1r vote 11 Parhament, thatthe Mona- 
" ſteryes ard Nunryes Should have ſtood 1n their integrity, 
arliamert did wrong in caſting them 
, and that now th: y ought 1n conicience to be ſer u 

agatne , yea that Henry the eight againſt all reaſon and 
conſcierce did renounce his due obedicnceto the Pope , the 
the firſt Bishop of the univerle , to 
whom the ſupct rinfpection and governement of the _—_ 
as i lick Church 11 all re:fon doth” belong. To 
1ccd at by the Warner. 
_—_ af hs hel arvd mind oF is Brethren, yet we 
is undenyable ro oft 
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it is in Scotland and thatthis is contrary 
>the oath of Supremacy ; ; forthe oath of Supremacy makes 
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the King the only — head and governour of the 
Church ot England , that is, the civil head to ſee that every 
man doe his duty in his calling ; alſo it gives the King a fu- 
preame power overall perſons in all cauſes : but the Presby- 
tery is a politicall papacie , acknowledging nogovernours 
bur only the Presbyters : it gives the King power over all per- 
fons as ſubjects, but none at all in Ecclchaſtick cauſes. 
Anſ. Is there in all this reaſoning any thing ſound ? Firſt 
what article of the covenant beares the ſetting ugof the 
Presbyterian government in England as it is 1n Scogjand > 
I I If che oath of ſupremacy import no more then what the 
'a:1erS exprefF: words are here, that the King is a civil 
wy to foe every man doe his duty in hiscalling, lethim 
be afſur:4 that no Presvyterian in Scotland was ever con- 
trary to that ſupremacy. I TI. That the Presbytery is a pa- 
pacy, and thata politicall one, the Warner knowes it ought 
notto be graunted upon his bare word. IV. That in Scot- 
tand noother governors are acknowledged then Presbyrers, 
bim{clte contradicts in the very nixt words , where he tells 
tat the Scots Presbytery aſcribes tothe King 1 power overall 
perſons as ſubjects. V. That any Presbyterian in- Scotland 
makes it ſacriledge to give the King any power atall in any 
Ecclefiaſtick caule ; it 18a fenſelefle untruth. 

The Warners arguments are not more idk and weake , The Ware 
then his tr iumphing upon them 1s inſolent : for he concludes = a | 
from theſe wiſe and ſtrong demonſtrations, that the poor Wo. 
covenant 15 apparently deceitfull, unvalide, 1mpious, re- 
ocllious, and whatnot? yea that allthe learned divines in 
Europe wil conclude it {o, & that all the covenantersthem- 
feltes who have any ingenuity, muſt P—_— much ; and 
that no knowing English maa can deny it , bur his owne 
conſcience will give him thely. An. Ifthe Warner with 


any ſeriouſneſſe hath weighed thispart of his owne write, and 
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if his mind goe along with his peu, I may without great 
preſumption pronounce his judgment to be none ofthe moſt 
tolide. | 
His following vapours being full of aire we let them eva- 
nish, only while he mentionerh our charging the King with 
intentions of changing the. Religioa and goverament, we 
anſwer ,.that we have been molt willing alwayes to alcribe 
to the King good intentions but withall we have long avo- 
wed thgt the prelaticall party have gone beyond intentions 
ro — by printed declarations and publick aCtions their 
tormeSdeſfigne to bring Tiranny upon the States, and po- 
pety. upon the Churches of all the three Kingdomes : and 
that this very write of the Warners makes it evident, that 
4 this ſame minde yet remaines within them withour the lealt 
b | Shewotf repentance. So long as the conſcience of the court 
is mannaged by men of ſuch principles, it is not poſſible to 
| tree the hearts ofthe moſt underſtanding , trom a great deale 
Ma of Jealouſy and feare to have Religion and lawes (till over- ; 
E turned by that faCtione. FE | 
The cove- Butthe Warner commands us , to ſpeake to his Dilemma, 
nant is not Whither we think itlawfull or unlawfull for ſubjects to take 
wy prope: armes againſt their prince meerly for Religion. We anſwer, 
| Religion Thatthe reaſons whereby he thinksro conclude againſt us, 
by armes. on both fides are very poor, it we shall ſay , it is unlawtull; 
| then he makes usto condemne our ſelfes , becauſe our co- 
venantteſtifies tothe world, that we have taken up armcs 
meerly to alter Religion , and that we beare no alleadgance 
to our King but in order to Religion , which inplaine tear- 
mes 15 to our owne humours and conceits. Anſ. There be 
many untruthes here in few words, firſt how much reality 
andrrath the Warner and ſome of his tellowes beleeves to be 
inthatthing which they call Religion, their owne heart - 
knowes; but it can be no great charity in himto makethe 
: | : Religion 
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Religion of all covenanters to be nothing but their owne 
humours and conceits. Secondly it 15 not true that Covenan=- 
ters beare no alleadgance to the King but only in order to 
religion. I II. The Parliament of England denied that they 
took up armes againſt their King, though to defend them- 
_ ſelves againſt the popish prelaticall and malignant faction, 
who were about to deſtroy them with armes. IV. They 
have declared, that their purpoſe was not at all , to alter 
Religion but ro purge it fron the corruptions of Bishops and 
ceremonies that to long had been noxious unto them. 
V. They have oft profeſſed that their armes were taken for 
the defence of their juſt liberties , whereof the preſervation 
and reformation of Religion was but one. 

The other horne of his D:/emma is as blunt in pushing as 
the former. If we make it lawfull (ſaith he) totake up armes 
for Religion, we then juttify the independents and Ana- 
bapriſts ; wee make way for any that will plant what ever 
they apprehend to be true Religion by force, and to cutthe 
chroat of all Magiſtrats, who are in a contrary opinion to 
them ; that itis a ridiculous partiality for any to priviledge 


their own Religion as truth and Goſpell. Avſ. Whether The War- 


will theſe men goe at laſt, the ſtrengrh of this reaſon is blak " 


atheiſme , that their isnorealty of truth in any Rcligion , 
that no man may be permitted to take his Religion forany 
thing more bur his owne apprehenſion , which without ridi- 
culous folly he muſt not preterre to any other mans appre- 
henfion of a contrary Religion : this is much worſe then che 
, Pagane Scepticiſme , which turned all reality of truth into 
a meer apprehenſion of truth , wherein their was no certainty 
at all : rhis not only turnes the moſt certaine truths, even 
tneſedivine ones of Religion, into meer uncertaine concep- 
tions ; but which is worſe, it wil have the moſt orthodoxe 
\ beleever fo to think, ſpeake and a, asif the — of 
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if his mind goe along with his peu, I may without great 
preſumption pronounce his judgment to be none of the moſt 
flid ”"J 
His following vapours being full of aire we let them eva- 
nish, only while he mentionerh our charging the King with 
intentions of changiag the Religioa and goverument, we 
anſwer , that we have been moſt willing alwayes to aſcribe 
Bara thr intentions but withall we have long avo- 
wed thgtthe prelaricall party have gone beyoud intentions 
ro maggiteft by printed dedarations and publick actions their 
fo to bring Tiraany upon the States , and po- 
perty upon the Churches of all the three Kingdomes : and 
that this very write of the Warners makes it evident, that 
this ſame minde yet remaines within them without the leaſt 
Shewof repentance. So long as the conſcience of the court 
is mannaged by men of ſuch principles, it is not poſſible to 
tree the hearts ofthe moſt underſtanding , from a great deale 
of Jealouſy and feare to have Religion and lawes ſtill over- 
turned by that fatione. 
The cove- Butthe Warner commands us, toſpeake to his Dilemma, 
nant is not Whither we think itlawfull or unla for ſubjects to take 
god 0 armes againſt their prince meerly for Religion. We anſwer, 
Religion that the reaſons whereby he thinksto conclude againft us, 
byarmes. on both fidesare very poor, ifwe $hallſay , it is unlawtull; 
thenhe makes us to condemne our felfes , becauſe our co- 
venant teſtifies tothe world , that we have taken up armes 
meerly toalter Religion , and that we beare no alleadgance 
to our King but in order to Religion , which in plaine tear- 
mes5to our owne humours and conceits. Anſ{. There be 
many untruthes here in few words, firſt how much reality 
andcrath the Warner and forme of his fellowes beleeves to be 
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knowes; but i can be no great charity in himto makethe 
Religion 


(89) 

Religion of all covenanters to be nothing but their owne 
humours and conceits. Secondly it is not true that Covenan= 
ters beare no alleadgance to the King but only in order to 
religion. I IT. The Parliament of England denied that they 
took up armes againſt their King, though to defend them- 
ſclves againſt the popish przlaticall and malignant faction, 
who were about to deſtroy them with armes. I'V. They 
have declared, that their purpoſe was not at all , to alter 
Religion but to purge it froin the corruptions of Bishops and 
ceremonies that to long had been noxious unto them. 
V. They have oft profefled that their armes were taken for 
the defence of their juſt liberties, whereof the preſeryation 
and reformation of Religion was but one. 

Theother horne of his D:/emma isas blunt in pushing as 
the former. If we make itlawfull (faith he) rotake up armes 
for Religion, we then juttify the independents and Ana- 
bapriſts ; wee make way for any that will plant what ever 
they apprehend to be true Religion by force, and to cutthe 
throat of all Magiſtrats, who are in a contrary opinion to 
them ; that it is a ridiculous partiality for any to priviled 


their own Religion as truth and Goſpell. Anſ{. Whether The War- 


will theſe men goe at laſt, the ſtrength of this reaſon is blak 
atheiſme , that their isno realty of truth in any Religion , 
that no man may be permitted to take his Religion forany 
thing more bur his owne apprehenſion , which without ridi- 
culous folly he muſt not preterre to any other mans appre- 
henſfion ofa contrary Rei gion: this is much worſe then the 
pagane Scepticiſme , which turned all reality of truth into 
a meer apprehenſion of truth , wherein their was no certainty 
at all : rhis not only turnes the moſt certaine truths, even 
theſedivine ones of Religion, into meer uncertaine concep- 
tions ; but which is w_ , It wil have the moſt orthodoxe 
beleever fo to think , ſpeake and a@, asif the opinions of 
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Independents, Anabaptiſts , Turks , Jews, Pagans or grofſe 
Atheiſts were as good, true and ſolide as the beleefe of Moyſes 
or Paul, were of the trutlis revealed to them from heaven. 
Secandly we fay that fubjeCts defence of their Religion and 
IS liberties eſtablished by Law, againſt the violent uſurpation 
tarscon. Of Papiſts,Prelats orMalignants,is not the planting of Religi- 
demne the oa by arms; much lefle is it the cutting of the throats of al Ma- 
defentive giſtrats, who differ in atry point of Religion. « TIT. Inthe 
armes of * ; : 
the Durch Judgement ofthe prelaticall party , the defenfive armes of 
& Frensh the Proteſtants in France, Holland, and Germany, muſt be 
—amy als much condemned asthe offenſive armes of the Anabap- 
%  tiſtsin Munſter, orofthe ſeCtariesthis day in England. Can 
theſe men dreame that the World for their pleaſure will ſo 
farre diveſt themſelves of all Religion and reaſon, as to take 
Andy boot from their hands ſo brutish and Atheiſticall maxitmmes. 
x og 95 ag b Heconcluds with a wish of a generall coun(\el , atleaſt of 
mert of all proteſtant Churches for to condemane all broatchers of 
counſels. {editious principles. Anſ. All true covenanters goe before 
The Pre. him inthat deſire, being confident that heand his fellowes 
lars over- as they havedeclined al ready the moſt ſolemne affemblies 
throw the of their owne countries, upon aſſurance of their condemna- 
>” cpm tion; ſo their tergiverſation would be als great, if they were to 
{ta'r Re- anſwer to an oecumenick Synod. © What (IT pray ) would the 
ligio. Warner ſay ina counſel of proteſtants for the practiſe of his 
IThe Pro. PATy pointedat in his laſt words? I meanethetr purging the 
lars are til POPe of Antichriſkaniſme,of purpoſe to make way for a recon« 
perempro- Ciliation, yea for a returne to Rome, as this day itlyes under 
,cr0- the wings ofthe Popeand Cardinals. 4 Alfo what could they 
troy rhe yp — 
Kizang anſwerin a Chriſtian counſel unto this charge , which is the 
a!l his driftof this whole Book, that they are ſo farre from any re- 
> xt morſe for all the blood and miſery , which tbeir wickednes 
mayor ( moſt) has brought on the former King and all his King- 


by ee domes theſceleven yeares , that rather then they had not 
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the Covenant and generall afſembly in Scotland deſtroyed 
as an Idoll and Antichriſt , they wil chuſe yer ſtill co im- 
broyleall in new calamities > This King alſo and his whole 
Family , the remainder of the blood and Eftats in all the 
three Kingdomes , muſt be hazarded for the ſowing together 
ofthe torne mytres, and the reereCting ofthe fallen chayres 
ofPrzlats, If Bishops muſt lie Kill in their deſerved mines, 
they perſeveer in their peremptory reſolution , to have their 
burials ſprinckled with the ashes of the royall Family and all 
the three Kingdomes. 


EN MEAT A 


Ood Reader , the Authors abſence from the Preſſe the 

whole time of the impreſſion, and the Printers unacquain- 
tance with thi Engltth language , has occaſioned not onely 
many miſpuntations and [iterall faults , but alſo averſe groſ* 
ſer Errata ſuch as the following which thou art intreated to 
mend with thy Pen : 


P42: 4. lin. 23. for had read hath. pag. 9. lin. 8. for Provincio- 
nall read Provinctall. p. 11.1. 30 for whereby r. where. þ. 15. 
L. 19. for pairt r. part. þ. 20.1. 19, for can.r. doth. I. 3 o. for pote= 


ſtant r. Proteſtant. pag. 2.2. I. 19. for theſe r. the. þ. 23. l:ult. for 
over x. or. for truſted. truſtee. þ. 27.1. 4. for impatien,t r.impa- 
rent. 1. 18 .dele, and. þ.28. in marg. for commiſſarie r. comm! - 
fares. 1. 1.4. for andr. or. 1. 29. for charage r. charge. þp. 31.1.1. 
for charagesr. charges.l. 2 5. for citation r. mritation. þ. 32.1, 10. 
for precapies r. pracpices. p. 3 5.n tit. of chap.7, for parttte r.part. 


þ. 36.1. 2.for ſcandals r. ſcandal. þ. 37.1. 2.for benefiter. benefice. 
P. 38. l. 10. for nation r. ſouldzer. [. 1 1. for their ſouls r. his ſoule. 
Þ.48.c.8.1. 4. dele Anſ. p.49.1.18.for Warner r. Doftor.p. 5 x. 
L. 13. forthe r. his. þ. 52. l. 16. for treaſure r. Bishop. þ. 55. 
tit. of chap. 9. for their r. the. p. 56. 1. 31. for Chriſt r. Chriſt his. 
L. 32. for point blank to r. point blanck. contrare to.þ. 59. |. 1. 
dele ana. l. 1. for unpoureth r. vapoureth I. 17. for where r. heere. 
p.6y.1. 5. for continues r. continue. l. 6. for arer.1s. þ. 66.1. 3, 
for to r. ſo. l. g. for warned.r. warmed. þ.67. l. 16. for in. r. to. 
þ.68.1. 5.for or. r. which. I. 16. for laſt. r. nxt. p. 70. I. 18, for 
leſt. r. beſt. 1. ult. for null che Church and r. the verie being of. þ. 7 1, 
[. 1. for Reformed r. Reformed Churches. þ. 73.1. 23. for charge 
r. chaire. þ. 7 4.1. 6. for ſervice r. ſervice book. 1. 28. dele, and. þ. 
-5.1. 16.dele, and to the gift. þ. 76.1. ult. for haths. r. hath. p. 78. 
{. 24. for doſqen r. aogen. p. 82.1. 5. for inprints. r. imprints. 
þ.84.1. 9. for comblanit r. complaint. þ. $5. l, 7. for afide ever Yr. 
a/:de for ever. 1. 16. for ſinthews r. ſinews, 


